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Memes Of The Month

THE LAST MOUNTAIN

Mai kisi ko ulta jawab
nhi deti mera seedha
jawab hilogo ko ulta
lagta hai

= | Today's paper says

Marol's getting an
B urban forest!

But Ajjil [ want my |17
map to have more
green spaces!

BNNANY OWETE INTNAlE
IF MONEY GREW ON TREES
GIR1S WOILD DATE MONKEYS

you change the

exercise a bit?

S YESS! T will
add that!!

Grey = Sad.




The Times of Nature
Page 3 MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Memes Of The Month
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It people don't like you,
it's okay.

If dogs don't like you.
Then it's time for some
self-reflection.

The fourth monkey has
emerged. He sees no one,
hears no one, and
speaks to no one.
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Waste to Art Workshop: Keychain Making
Soami Nagar Model School

A keychain-making workshop was held at Soami Nagar Model School, engaging around
50 students in the art of upcycling. Using discarded plastic bottles, they crafted beautiful
designs inspired by nature, such as butterflics, leaves, and flowers.

This fun activity not only fostered creativity but also promoted environmental awareness
among the students.

Watch Video

July 2025


https://www.instagram.com/reel/DLwrIi-B_hA/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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Book Club Meet
Greenzones of Delhi - Coffee Table Book

The Friends Club came alive during the book club meeting with the exciting
showcase of 'Greenzones of Delhi - Coffee Table Book'.

Members dove into vibrant discussions on nature conservation and the rich
biodiversity of our city.

The enthusiasm was contagious as everyone expressed a keen interest in joining
upcoming nature walks to explore Delhi's beautiful green spaces.

Buy Now

July 2025


https://www.instagram.com/reel/DLCPfuQh0IU/
https://www.ndns.in/product/greenzones-of-delhi-coffee-table-book/
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Plantation Drives

Our recent weekend plantation drives at Tughlagabad Biodiversity Park were a
resounding success, with enthusiastic participation from people of all ages.

Over 1000 native trees were planted, nurtured by the monsoon rains.

Participants learned about the significance of native species and witnessed the
fascinating local wildlife, including patterned lizards and dung beetles.

July 2025
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https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMCreboBFGI/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DLzUsdEBLBq/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMUl6-DB8ed/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMpsGKUhVUo/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
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Fireflics Workshop

The monsoon season brought glowing fireflies to the nights of Delhi.

Our firefly workshops attracted many visitors who were eager to experience this wonder.
Many were amazed to witness this natural spectacle in the city for the first time.

The twinkling lights created cherished memories, showcasing the magic of nature.

Video 1

— 1

Video 2 Video 3



https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMH0ASkhttj/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMXQ7RShhf5/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMuhmNMhF-M/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==

The Times of Nature
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Page 8 July 2025

Nature Talks Podh-cast Ep. 74

In this inspiring episode of Nature Talks Podh-cast, the host dives into the remarkable
story of Peter Singh and his wife, Neeno Kaur, who transformed their Delhi home into a
sustainable oasis amidst the city's notorious pollution.

This episode explores their journey toward eco-conscious living, sparked by Neeno’s
battle with lcukemia and the discovery of the health benefits of a sattvic dict.

Using innovative aquaponics, over 15,000 plants, solar power, and rainwater harvesting,
the couple has created a self sufficient haven with an indoor AQI of just 1015 ppm,
defving Delhi’s smog.

They grow organic vegetables, fruits, and fish, while inspiring others through their online
courses at Aanant Aquaponics, where they mentor aspiring cco-enthusiasts to adopt
sustainable practices and build their own green havens. Join their transformative journey
and enroll today!

How Peter Singh Turned His Home Into
a Self-Sustaining Forest

Listen on Spotify, Watch on Youtube Watch Reel



https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMPrUIGPQ6c/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.aanantaquaponics.com/our-online-courses
https://youtu.be/y6D9RCJrr2w?si=XfVY9CbUU-UTZnJZ
https://youtu.be/y6D9RCJrr2w?si=XfVY9CbUU-UTZnJZ
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0G4UFdTIJCG2sK7PONEUPb?si=3614d9701a8e4080
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Nature Talks Podh-cast Ep. 73

In this episode of the Nature Talks Podh cast, listeners are invited to explore the
enchanting world of nature through the eyes of Verhaen Khanna and Nadine Bader.

This episode delves into their inspiring efforts to preserve Delhi’s green spaces and foster

a deeper connection with the environment.

From creating firefly habitats to protecting urban forests and promoting stargazing as a

July 2025

way to reconnect with nature, Verhaen and Nadine share practical insights and storics of

conservation.

This episode inspires listeners to embrace sustainable practices and rediscover the

magic of nature in urban settings.

Nurturing Nature with Verhaen Khanna & Nadine Bader:
Fireflies, Forest and Stargazing

Listen on Spotify

Watch on Youtube

Watch Reel



https://open.spotify.com/episode/1VTMPQZYbVjgyArFloc781?si=wekdjpyoS-aG6U2obAzSrA
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMaEL9syp6A/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://youtu.be/QkpCUmW8RPM?si=5w3-EjYgeP85ndMt
https://youtu.be/QkpCUmW8RPM?si=5w3-EjYgeP85ndMt
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Van Mahotsav 2025
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Rlanting Trees

We celebrated Van Mahotsav by sharing fascinating facts about trees and listing some of
their countless benefits.

This initiative reminded the community of the vital role that trees play in our lives.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i0ZrBElyM_bzZzT4aqSLRL9kpiWJJzSv/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i0ZrBElyM_bzZzT4aqSLRL9kpiWJJzSv/view
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Van Mahotsav At Manava Bharati School

Manava Bharati India International School celebrates Van Mahotsav cach year by
planting a sapling, encouraging students to protect the environment.

Mr. Verhaen inspired the students to care for trees and spend time in forests by sharing
his own story.

The event featured wonderful dance and singing performances that showcased the
students'love for nature.

Watch Video

July 2025


https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMkGTNuhWKr/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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Raising_Awareness
World Population Day ~ World Chimpanzee Day  Shark Awareness Day,
D Shark
. N Awarenese day
r—t [ 14 July 2025
_"mpanzee - + Sharks are not scary ~ they're super cool!
+ Sharks halp kesp the ocean clean and healthy
by eating sick and weak fish,
« But sadly, over 100 million sharks are kitled
every year, mostly for their fins.
+ Most sharks don't hurt people — they'ro
Chimpanzees live in big actually afraid of us.
caro of each other jus
| soreedonitheysreindonger. - s
oSl
World  Population  Day  On World Chimpanzee Day, We  celebrated  Shark
highlighted a stark truth —  we celebrated our closest  Awareness Day by
rising numbers and shrinking  relatives by showcasing the highlighting  the  ancient

resources.

As the global population
continues to grow, this day
reminded us of the urgent
need to balance growth with
responsibility ~ for  our
environment.

remarkable
chimpanzees,  highlighting
their intelligence, tool use
and complex social bonds.

traits of

linkage of sharks and their
vital role as apex predators
in ocean conservation.

This event raised awareness
about the fact that 100
million sharks are killed cach
vear for their fins, and how
they arc actually harmless
and afraid of humans.
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World Snake Day
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n Ke Snakes of belhi

1§15 2 venomous snake, known for
it's extremely painful bite. Bt
wonsidered one of the most
dangerous Blg four snakes.

water. Equaliy adept o1 clmbing and ia
abtan seen o= iress.

On World Snake Day inJune, we celebrated Delhi’s fascinating snakes, from Indian Cobra
to Common Krate.

The initiative highlighted their important traits and the chances of encounteering them,
captivating the community.

The enthusiastic response showed growing appreciation for these often-misunderstood
reptiles.

Open Post '|



https://www.instagram.com/p/DMM4CibhQYD/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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Online Quiz
Discovering India’s Mangroves

On International Mangrove Conservation Day, we launched an exciting quiz to celebrate
the vital role of mangroves.

This engaging activity invited participants to test their knowledge about these essential
coastal ecosystems, its contributions to biodiversity, climate resilience, and community

livelihoods.

Through fun and insightful questions, our quiz highlighted the importance of mangrove
conservation and inspired action to protect them.

Missed it? You can still dive in and explore!

Take the Quiz

T

July 2025


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfow7gOxwU4CxDTc6cCOLHlNdj2eybiznn8nFn6XuSrDsd7vw/viewform?usp=header
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Mercury Retrograde 2025

mpleting existing tasks
w and double-check rather than starting
all plans before finalizing them.
* Be prepared for delays,
Mercury nd unexpected

illusion w

you relax and centre y

an autumn of change. and complications are common.

Mercury Retrograde is back — the cosmic culprit often blamed for tech glitches,
travel delays, and communication mix-ups.

During this period, Mercury appears to move backward in its orbit, symbolically
urging us to pause, reflect, and reassess.

Rather than fearing the chaos, it's a powerful time to revisit old plans, reconnect
with people from the past, and tie up loose ends.

So if things feel a little off — don’t panic. Breathe, double-check your plans, and
ride the retrograde wave with a little extra patience (and maybe a backup

charger).

Whether you're a believer or just curious, it's a great time to be mindful, patient,
and open to revisiting what needs a second look.
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Steps to Help Stray Dogs in Rainy Season

Steps To Help
Stray Dogs
in Rainy Season
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Provide Temporary Shelter

+ Create makeshift shelters

+ Use water proof materials like tarpoulin, plastic
sheets, discarded items (eg) old tires, cardboards
boxes to build temporary shelters in safe areas

Stray dogs struggie to find food during monsoons
due to wet conditions and rotting waste.

= Offer dry pet kibble, biscuits, or cooked rice
mixed with boiled meat (avoid spices). Place food
In covered areas to prevent it from getting
washad away.

* Supply clean water

like bullding premises, garages or under

staircases.
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Waterborne diseases spike during monsoons.
Provide clean, treated drinking water in shallow

= To pravent contamination, regularly check and
stagnation.
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As the monsoon rains continue to fall, this post provides simple and actionable
tips to help our stray dog friends thrive despite the wet weather.

We covered everything from building waterproof shelters using tarps or
cardboard to providing dry food and clean water, addressing tick and flea issues,

and promoting sterilization.

Every action counts when it comes to protecting these furry companions.

Open Post '|

July 2025


https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1942526382615191996
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Certificates of Appreciation

Honouring Green Heroes of the City

We proudly recognize residents whose beautiful homes contribute to a greener,

healthier neighborhood.

Plants play a vital role in reducing pollution. They absorb carbon dioxide and release
oxygen, filter harmful toxins from the air, and trap dust and smoke. Every plant adds to a
cleaner, healthier environment.

These certificates celebrate individuals who grow the most flora, produce the most
oxygen, and inspire others to make Delhi more breathable and beautiful.

July 2025
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Learnings from Bhagavad Gita
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Nature Conservation Award

We are excited to celebrate Vijay Dhasmana and Anjali Gopalan as the recipients of the
Nature Conservation Awards for their transformative work in preserving Delhi’s natural
heritage. Their diverse efforts are shaping a more sustainable future for our city.

Vijay Dhasmana, the "Master of Rewilding," works on restoring degraded landscapes into
biodiversity havens, notably through his transformative work at the Aravalli Biodiversity
Park, where he also inspires communities to value and flow with nature.

Anjali Gopalan, a devoted animal welfare activist, restores hope at her sanctuary, All
Creatures Great and Small, caring for over 800 distressed animals and fostering

community compassion for nature’s creatures.

This award honors their inspiring leadership and tireless commitment to conservation.
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NDNS Office Visit By Law Students

SOCIETY

Hing Awareness and
nviren

Law students from Christ (Deemed to be University) visited the NDNS office to learn
about local environmental issues, especially waste management.

They studied NDNS’s legal cases to understand how environmental laws work in India
and the challenges involved. The visit inspired the students to become environmentally
aware lawyers, ready to make a difference

Tiger Day,

On Tiger Day, we raise awareness about how
the emphasis is on the increase in tiger

internatidil populations over the past decade.

IGERIDAY)

However, the reality is that tiger populations
have declined by 91% since the 1900s due to
hunting and neglect over along period of time.

While conservation efforts are underway, it is
important to remember the greatness of tigers
and protect them.
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The Karma of Tree Felling

Trees are much more than what we can see on the outside. They bring harmony to our
cnvironment, not just helping but actually sustaining life. Unfortunately, some people
cut down trees for their convenience without considering the consequences of
disrupting such essential harmony.

In New Friends Colony, we observed a strange pattern: pecople who cut down trees faced
unexpected hardships afterward. One person in the colony cut down a tree and later
lost her mother within 30 days. After cutting down another tree, she also lost her
husband within 30 days. What might happen if she does it again? Another resident even
dicd after cutting down a tree.

This is not just superstition; it reflects karma and a respect for life. It's good news for tree
lovers but troubling for those who fail to recognize the true significance of trees. Before
deciding to cut one down, consider what will be lost and what you might miss, as nature
will not tolerate any further destruction.

July 2025
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Reflective Dog Collar Distribution Drive

Our initiative to promote animal safety shone bright as we distributed 100 reflective dog
collars to dog lovers, feeders, and anyone looking to keep dogs safe and visible at night.

The joy on the participants' faces while receiving these collars showcased the
community's deep affection for their canine companions.
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Help Trees & Animals
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HOW TO SAVE FALLEN TREES
1

Comentingwithn]  Digaing within | mater
mater of trees of krees

authontios

dth the roloy Green Helpline : 011-23378513

We're offering free reflective collars for street animals and tree care brochures to
spread awareness and safety.

You can collect them from the NDNS headquarters, so simply contact us at
newdclhinaturesocicty@gmail.com

Let's work together to protect our animals and nurture our trees.

Email us

July 2025


mailto:newdelhinaturesociety@gmail.com
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Planned Events

Fireflics Workshop

Join us at our fireflies workshop and immerse yourself'in their beautiful glowing world.
Ifyou're planning to start the month with something memorable, we've got you covered!
The event will take place on August 1, 2, 3, 8, 9 and 10, near Green Park.

This experience is suitable for people of all ages, so hurry and register now!

Book Your Spot



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScj5KF3iwH_MQ45pBcCbo1O-3fq2bT3gRKt3zce9jrt0ME6uA/viewform

The Times of Nature

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
Page 25 July 2025

Planned Events

Plantation Drive

Get ready to grow a greener future.

Join the plantation drive happening every weekend in August.

Let's make the most of the monsoon scason and grow as many trees as we can.
Bring your energy — we've got the saplings ready!

Book your spot now and be part of the change.

Book Your Spot



https://www.ndns.in/events/31402/
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Important Articles

Delhiwale

EXPERIENCE YOUR CITY LIKE NEVER BEFORE

Surveying the city's noteworthy trees

PUBLIC
INTEREST

Consider this banyan. The tree’s massive
trunk looks like as ifhundreds of separate
snake-shaped trunks have fused into one
another. These are, actually, the tree’s
aerial roots, Also known as prop roots, they grow
out from the tree’s branches, going downwards,
This particular tree has to be among the Delhi
region’s most extraordinary banyans,

To besure, the megapolis is full of dense ridges
and forests, not all of which are easily accessible to
citizens. Those unexplored spaces might be har-
bouring even greater banyans, That said, this ban-
yan is extraordinary in its scope and beauty, and
reaching it is easy. The tree stands by the roadside,
on Kautilya Marg, beside Jammu & Kashmir
House. Its stately view triggers shock and awe, The
branches are super-long, extending over a good
length of the adjacent pave, The same branches are
also super-wide, spreading out over the busy road,
forming a kind of bowery upon the non-stop traffic.
Topping it all, the tree is so dense with leathery
leaves that it must be hard for the sunshine to pen-
etrate. This afternoon though, the monsoon sky is
overcast with black clouds.

That the treeis truly a chosen one is ascertained

Kautilya’s gentle giant

by the presence of a little park dedicated to it. The
otherwise straight pavement discreetly bifurcates,
the minor branch turning into a sideward track,
which goes slanting towards the tree. A cement
platform is built around the banyan. The ground
underneath is currently covered with hundreds of
thousands of fallen leaves, withered and brown.
This sea of dead leaves is partly livtered over with
the souvenirs of our stubbornly persistent civic
indiscipline: tobaceo sachets, aloo-chip packs, pink
plastics, paper cups, torn receipts, plus a bicycle
tyre's flattened rubber tread, a half-caten double
roti, an empty Dettol bottle, ete. A hand-mirror is
lying atop the brown leaves, its cracked surface
reflecting the green leaves overhead.

The entire area, in fact, is full of gracious trees.
Another remarkable banyan stands in nearby Mal-
cha Marg Market. A few more places in the city to
spot noteworthy banyans indude a stretch along the
Teen Murti Marg, aspot near Kalkaji Temple, anda
tiraha near 5t Stephen’s College. At the Gurugram
railway station, the platform no, 2 has a banyan so
huge that more than a dozen folks would have to
hold hands to make a circle around its trunk.

Suddenly, alight falling sound is heard, here in
Kautilya Marg. It is the rain. The rainwater is lind-
ing it unable to crack through the banyan’s solid
foliage. This is being a perfect shefter, so far,

Mayank
Austen Soofi

%
e
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| E.COLI IN WATER | NGT INFORMED
‘83% samples
in Janakpuri
contaminated’

Jasjeew Gandhiok
e @ eunan Erescom

NEW DELHE: Five cut of sixwaker
sarnges Efted by the Ceniral Pol-
ltion Contml Boand (CPCH) [rom
Janadepmiri’s A ook, wess Delhi,
were found comtminated with
Total Coltform snd E Coll, the
pudlustiven body s informed the
National Green Tritunal (RGTL

The latest repoct by CPCB
indicating that sewage |s still
impencting drinking waler cores

Ehsie erifimesl s srrict diree-
iy 1o the Delhi Jol Board to
mrddress the lEsoe, which wils
{irst flugped in February. Ioa
finn, Bovcm i el sl lespend (it
drinding water was being oof-
ninated with sewage, making
It mpossible oo use.

Water samiples lifted by CPCB
in May revealsd that around
M, i 5B ot 20 ssmples ool
lected, hand E.Coli snd faecal ooli
Jorm. NGT had then pulled up
Durh for fadling 1o provide chean
waler o s and inudction
fior nemrky three months, desphbe
compiuints.

In [ts order dated My 10,
NGT had further divected the
wailer uiliny agency oo previde
cheam drinking vwater o residenis
through nlternate sornces umitil
the tssue was fully addressed.
The tribwmul bind alse ondered
fresh sasapling to be carried ot
on June 30 by CPCE at six spe
cilic houscholds, the report for
wihilch was submittod on July 15.

Lo its et Peport, CPOI sakl
it collecied water samgdes [rom

Nve howses on June 30, smiting
that fesidents [rom e sl
hamse did not allow water sam
ping. “Thus, snmples wene oo
lernedd froms another house in the
nanne block,”

“Total Caliform and E Col
havee besens detected i 05 s
ples.” the repart ndded. E.Call
rumged froimn 7 B Most protable
naprr e TN ] o 280000 winits
e 10EhmE, i wpiad.

The Drinking Water Stun-
elarids of Bt of [hdinn Smn-
dlarids- 15 MiGO0-2012 prescribes
that Tiokn] Colikormm and E Coli
ahall not be detected in 00m ol
drinking water samples, accord:
ing b CPCE,

Losals claien that thisy have o
aften by drinking waser botUes
&5 supplied water remains con-
taminated for days.

“Iv starts 1o smell and you
ko the wiler S pold [ for nse.
The vwater is =0 bad thar it chokes
Tilters of instlled water parifl
orw, Bathing toa become s chal-
lenge,” said a local resident on
wonidition of anommity. adding
they were nelionton TFE's waber
tmmkers these days.

Tee EuE said i vk respomnd
fiy the submissbon in e NGT.
Freviousty, it said it hod carried
ouf an examitation of te prea,
which revealed water nnd sewer
ppciines i nod aroumd A Block
wiete nearhy & yers old and D
commoded. This, it said was the
resson behind contamination
and mixing sating o long-enn
snlition b o replace both the
lrinklog warler and sewer R

‘WHEN | ARRIVE IN CITY, ISTART THINKING WHEN WILL | LEAVE’

Pollution levels in Delhi reducing
life expectancy, says Gadkari

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
ROIDA, LY B

UMION MINISTER for Road
Transport and Highways Nitin
Cackan smd onTuesday that pol-
lution leveds in Delhd & reducing
the life expectancy of the people
of the Capital,

“Muain Delti mein do ya teen
din refia hun.. jab aata Run ol
sonche heur kb weeha se faria hai.
Mewn petile ticker fane ke milalea
fr. Aap i ke grmbheerio se o
ket Dethd enesinn o proadeesim Jami uss
ke knran aem aadmi ko jeewan
ketom heotar i o i, {0 stay
Deelhd fior bwo or three days only,
andwhenlamive, Istart thinking
about when will leave. ook rmy
recurn tickets first. You should
Lk thas issue sericamshy The pol-
lution in Delhi has led toa de-
crease in the life expectancy of
commsn peaplal,” he sxid while
taking part i a plantation drive,
'EK Ped Maa Ke Naam 200, at
Faridabad-Noida International
Airport Road in Gautam Buddia
Nagar Highlighting the alanming
levels of pollution in Delhi,
Gadkar: said, “The oxygen level
here is very high today, and once
the airport { Mosda Intermational
Aarportis buit and mome whides
enter this area, the epvimnment
could further deteromate

“Safeguarding [the environ-
ment ) i our responsibiliny. We

The Union minister
acknowledged that at
40%, the transport
sector is the largest
contributor to
pollution in country

are making aviation feel and |
have taken a vow that when the
First Mght takes off from bhere, |
will he supplying aviation fisel ™
hieadded.

“When | first became minis-
tey, India was ranked 13thor Mth
globally inthe automobile secion
Today, we have overtaken Japan
and hold the thind positon in the
world and the sutomabile sector
contribues o ks 22 lakh crore o
the economy,” Gadkarl sakd,
addimg that whilethis groweth has
provaded employment ioover 45
crore youths and generated sub-
stantial GST revenue, it also poses
a serious environmental chal-
lenge,

Acknowledging that at 0%,
the transport sector is the largest
contributos to pollution in the
country. he sad: “We ame numiber
ane i pollution too, Hence, our
department is committed tomat-
igating it through plantatianand
transplantation efforrs.”

The Elke Ped Maa Ke Maam” ind-
[iative — a Mational Highways

Authority of India {NHAL) cam-
MBI =~ ITES 00 PITCHTIOLE T
mental consciousness by endour-
azing tree plantations in honour
of one’s moather. “just as we re-
Spect our mochers, we st shia
the same reverence to Mother
Earth. This programme has both
cudtural and moral gnificance,”
Gadlcar sanc.

Speaking about NHAI sefons
to-expand green cover, he said,
“NHAI has taken several initia-
tives for green highways. We have
alsobulta 20-kmstretchoficrash
barrier using bamboo, Now, we
do not need permission tofell
bamboo_ and by planting bam-
boo, MHAI will parn several
crores.”

He further said that aboye 80
lakh tonnes of waste from four
Db hanclfifls ase wsed for high-
way construction. “We have re-
duced the hesght of the Ghazipar
Landfill by 7 m." heclaimead.

Gadkan mentioned how
Artificial intelligenod was lever-
aped for the 'Ek Ped Maa Ke
Maam’ campaign, He noted that
all plamis under the canpaigrwill
be e-ragged e ensure the long-
term care of the trees, "This will
help us 1o ensure the proper de-
welopmaent of a sapling Theworkd
B changing rapicly. If we do not
act mowk, e ek losing the natu-
ral lifie that exists in places like ths
[Mvodca’L It isour jobybo protect 1.
e added,

Delhi Air Foulest Among Serial Offenders

Most Polluted Among 130 Non-Attainment Cities Despite 15% Improvement In PM10 Levels In 7 Yrs

Kushagra.Dixit
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi remains
the mast pelluted among the
130 non-aitsinment  cities
{those that have consistently
failed to meet air quality
stnndands) in the Nationol
Clean  Air  Programme
(NCAF), despite s 15% impro
vement in PFMI0 levela over
seven years. The clty also ut-

The reply Listed measures
lsed only 225% of thefunds  port and dust to industrial J taken to conirol pollution in
relesed to combat air quall:  emissionsand barning Delhi has seen a 15% 7 PMI0 concentrationdn Dolhi. inchiding theuse of cle-
ty under NCAP and 15th Fi- The reply, however, dub- reduction in PM10 between Defhi in 2024-25 wias aner fuel and formulation of
nance Commission. bed the improvemint “notal- 2017-18 and 2004-25... 203 microgrames per cublc  Graded Response Actbor Plan.

The Union esviromment o™, In four of the major non- Mot it remains the most pollut-  melres... “To address vehicular emis-
ministry provided this infor-  attainment cities, Delhi did ed amang 130 non-attainment o fram 241 units in #ions, govi lus taken proactive
mation while replying to qu-  better than Chennai (12% m- cities that are part of RCAP 2017-18 mesasures such as the intro-
eations asked by two mem-  provememt), even if @ had a duction of BSVI fuel norms
bers of the Lok Sabha The PMID concentration of o me- 3 762 crore sanctioned to Delhi under NCAP in 2019-20 for wehlcles from April 1, 2008,
mintstry’s reply sald that the  ro 56 units. “As per rocont dn- Only ¥ 13.9 crore wtilised till date in Delhd and from April 1 2020,
annual svorage PMI0 level in  ta, there has been notable im- -Patna with PM10 concentration of 167 units was the second for the rest of the country, in
Dielhl huad dropped from 241 provement in PMID levels in mast polluted troduction of a vehicke scrap

microgrms per cubic metne

in 201718 to 208 micrograms
per cubie metre in 2004-35
This tss1ill the highest in the
country, second only to Pat.
na, which recorded 1657 micro-
grams per cubie metre, The
nathonal strndard for annual
wverage PMI0 concentrition
s &0 micrograms per cubic
metre, PMI0 pollulants the
coarser aerosels that penet-
rute deop into the lungs and
SOUPCES MLy vary from truns-

minjor Indinn eithes. Mumbai

AT ARE YOU SMOKING?

ted the ministry rephy

has shown improvement in
FMolevels witha44% redue-
tiom in2024-25 compared with
201718, Followed by Kolkata
(7% ) and Delhi (15%)," sta

The reply also stated thal
R 62 coore was sanct ioned for
nction under NCAP and the
15th Finance Commission in
2019-20,0F this, just Rs 118 cro
e has been nitilised todate.

ping policy and the promotion

of electric wehicles and char
wing infrastructure {hrough
varkous centrnl schemes,” the
reply st

It added that the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Monage
meient alsodirectisd Delhl govt
to migrate public. tmnsport
services, especially buses in
NCR, o cleaner modes and
ardored other anthpollutien
measures, like getting brick
kilns 1o adopt xigeag teclimo-
logy banning pet coke and
Tarmmcd okl as industrial fuel,
use of piped natural gas for
industries and installation
of antlsmog guns and dist
comirol measures in the city

Lauwnched i Jan 2009,
NCAP aims to reduce PMID
concentrations by 20:50% by
2004, 2017 be tng the base yoor: It
was nterextended o225 with
& revisod mrget of o 40% ne
duicthon against the 2017 beved
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Delhi 2nd most polluted city this yr, has
breached annual safety norms already

Tisies News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi, which ran-
ked as India's second most pol-
luted city with PM2.5 levels av-
eraging 87 micrograms per cu-
bic metre in the first half of
2025, crossed the WHO annual
PM2.5 limit as early as Jan 10,
and surpassed the National
Ambient Air Quality Standard
(NAAQS) by June 5.

Due to this, Delhi will rema-
ininviolationof bothstandards
for theremainderof the vear, re-
gardless of subsequent pollu-
tion trends, savs anew report by
the Centrefor Researchon Ener-
gy and Clean Air (CREA).

The "overshoot day” is defi-
ned as a day when the average
pollution levels preceding that

day are so high that even a (.1
g/my’ daily concentration of
the pollutant for the remai-
ning days of the vear woulden-
sure non-compliance of the ci-
ty to the prescribed annual
standard or guideline. CREA,
which analvsed air guality
across India for Jan to June,
stated that by June, 259 out of
203 cities (over 88% ) had alrea-
dy overshot the WHO's annual
PM2.5 standard, indicating
that non-compliance is wide-
spread and not limited to a
few hotspots,

Theanalysis identifies Byr-
nihat, on the Assam-Meghala-
va border, as the most polluted
city in the country during the
first half of 2025, with an av-
erage PM2.5 concentration of

Delhi will remain
in violation of both
standards for the
remainder of the

year, regardless
of pollution trends,
says CREA's report

133 micrograms per cubic met-
re. Delhi ranked second as the
most polluted city with PM2.5
levels at 87 micrograms per cu-
bic metre. “Delhi air pollution
is not just from vehicles or sea-
sonal biomass burning, but al-
so from year-round emissions
across sectors. Yet, enforce-
ment remains uneven. For ex-
ample, despite Supreme Court
directives, most thermal po-

wer plants near Delhi still lack
Flue Gas Desulfurization
(FGD) systems. As of mid-2025,
only two of eleven plants wit-
hin 300 km have operational
FGDs, Such enforcement gaps
undermine vehicle policy ga-
ins and leave major sources
largely unchecked,” said Ma-
noj Kumar, analyst at CREA.

In terms of average PM2.5,
most days in Delhi were in the
moderate category (63), follo-
wed by the satisfactory catego-
ry (52), poor category (31), very
poor category (29), and both se-
vere and good categories on
three dayseach. Othercities in
the top 10 most polluted list in-
clude Hajipur, Ghaziabad,
Gurgaon, Sasaram, Patna, Tal-
cher, Rourkela, and Rajgir.

{ VAN MAHOTSAV 2025 } CM INAUGURATES EVENT

‘Working to change Delhi from

agas chamb

Aaditya Khatwani

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Chief minister
Rekha Gupta inaugurated this
year’s Van Mahotsav event on
Thursday at the Bharat Manda-
pam, Pragati Maidan, Gupta,
accompanied by ministers Man-
jinder Singh Sirsa and Parvesh
Verma, and BJP MP Bansuri
Swaraj, also planted a sapling on
the oceasion.

The government plans to
plant 700,000 saplings across
Dethi, Gupta announced, adding
that it is also developing Miya-
waki forests across an area of 20

acres.

er to green Capital

CM Rekha Gupta, MP Bansuri Swaraj, and ministers Manjinder
Singh Sirsa and Parvesh Verma plant a sapling,

SANCHIT KHANNATHT

She exhorted Delhi citizens to
work alongside the government
to transform the city froma “gas
chamber into a green capital”.

“The festival symbolises our
joint responsibility towards our
mother Earth. It is a resolution
through which we want to give
the gift of life and greenery to the
future generations.” she said.

As part of the event, a two-day
exhibition has also been orga-
nised at the Bharat Mandapam,
in which over a hundred stalls
showcasing different species of
plants and eco-friendly products
have been set up.

The Asola Bhatti Wildlife
Sanctuary has set up a stall
showcasing the biodiversitv of

the Aravalli range. Underthe “Ek
Ped Maa Ke Naam 2.0" cam-
paign, all visitors of the exhibi-
tion will be given a free sapling
by the Delhi government.

Delhi chief secretary Dhar-
mendra also attended the inau-
gural event on Thursday, along
with school students and other
dignitaries.
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BARAPULLAH FLYOVER PHASE 3 PROJECT

Important Articles

Got nod to fell trees, work will start soon, says PWD

DEVANSHMITTAL
NEW DELHI, JULY 2

THE LAST hurdle in the way of
comphetion of the long-delayed
Barapullah Phase 3 flyover has
now been cleared with the
Public Works Department
(PWD) receiving permission
from the Central Empowered
Committee{CEC) o fiell 250 mees.
thiat are required for the project
o progress, afficials said on

ple approval for fetling of rees
From the CEC.” said a senior PWD
official.

“As the CEC has given per-
mission tofell rees, workon the
round will start soon. The trees
are located near the Humayun's
Tomb stretch and near Mayur
Vihar” the official added.

The CEC is5 a five-member
committee formulated by the
Supreme Court to moenitor af-
forestation.nd tree-cutting per-
missions in big projects.

The project will be com-

The Phase 3 project was
approved in 2014 and
launched in April 2015
withatargetto
complete work in 2017

the permission tofell the treesis
granted, PWD Minister Parvesh
Sahib Singh had earlier said.
Singh has also sald that the gov-
emment planstooperationalise

The Barapullah Phase 3 proj-
ect-a35-kmekvaed comidor
—envisages seamless connectiv-
ity between Mayur Vihar | in East
Delhi and AIMS in South Delhi.

Thee new Myover, which will
merge  with  the existing
Barapullah Myover at Sarai Kake
Khan, is also expected to signifi-
cantly enhance east-west
connectivity,

Once operational, the fiyover
islikety toease traffic congestion
at key choke points, such as
Nizamuddin Bridge, Bhairon

Ring Road.

The Phase 3 propect was ap-
proved in 2014 and launched in
April 2015 wath a @rget to com-
plete work in 2017, The initial
cost of the Myover was Rs 964
crore, but the sanctioned
cost significantly increased over
the years.

The project was delayed due
toarange of issues — delays in
land acquisition, the Covid-19
pandemic. seasonal floeds, and
pending forest department ap-
proval for the relocation of aver

"W have recervedin-princi-  pleted within six hs after the project by December. Marg. Ashram Chowk, and  250tees

€S to grant interim
ling in DLF project

- S — - — 2
o |..I JCi 3 .: ._“"'5 - .- hsivemad;ﬂmmm
1 J a local commissioner 5o that
mpumdﬂﬂlenmhﬁh-

~t mnlah: It's a fight between a
O mdaGolh‘lh.‘&b.zm
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Fake permissionissued in Forest
dept’s name tofell trees, SC told

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI.JULY 18

THEDELHI Forest department has
tokd the Supreme Court that “fake
permission” was issued in the
name of the office of the Deputy
Conservatorof Forestsor the Tree
Officer{West Division) to fell trees
ina “morphological ridge” land -
an ecologically sensitive zone —in
Vasant Kunijfor a housing project.
This came to light in a July 10
counter affidavit filed before the
SC by the Depanment of Forests
and Wildlife's Deputy Conserva-
tor of Forests [Tree Officer (West
Division) in response to a plea
seeking contempt of court pro-
ceedings againstit for felling rees
and levelling a piece of land in
Vasant Kunj for the project.

The plea filed by environmen-
tal activist Bhavreen Kandhari,
through advocate Manan Verma,
contended that said land is amor-
phological ridge, which is pro-
tected by the SCs May 9, 1996 or-
der, and as suchwould require the
court's prior permission before
any diversion can be made.

“That to the best of the peti-
tioner’s knowledge, no permis-
sion has been sought from this
honble court before undertaking
the said contemptuous activities..
It is also evident that the officials
ofthe Forest department, GNCTD,
and the Ridge Management
Board took no action to prevent
the said activity or stop the same,”
the plea said.

Responding tothis, the counter
affidavit filed by the Tree Officer
(West Division ) said the land on

which the alleged construction ac-
tivities were beingcarried out falls
in the South Forest Division. "1t is
pertinent to mention that it had
cometoattention.. thata fake per-
missionwasissued for tree felling
in the name of the office o Deputy
Conservatos of Forests/Tree Officer
West Forest Division, which was
found issued to the owner of the
plot_.” it added.

It further said that the West
Division official “had written to
the Vasant Kunj police station
SHO to take cognizance of the is-
sue and register an FIR under
Section 173 of Bharatiya Nagarik
Surkasha Sahinta”. The affidavit
added that a reply was received
on February 17 from the SHO,
“through Assistant Sub Inspector
(ASI)-that the alleged forged per-
mission isillegible”.

The affidavitadded, “_it s also
informed by the ASI that the loca-
tion cannot be fournd.”

During questioning, the plot
owner “refused the allegation re-
garding forged permission for
felling/damaging of trees”, the
department saicl,

“The ASI has requested the
original copy of the forged per-
mission (o process the matter
further; otherwise, the com-
plaint shall be closed,” it added.

"Itis pertinentto mentionthat
in response to the report of the
ASLaletter has been issued 1o the
SHO.. on 13.03.2025... stating that
the earlier provided copy of the
forged permission/documents is
the only copy which s available in
this office,” the department said.

The courtwill hearthe mattes
nexton july 21

Inclusions and exclusions
in India’s forest governance

hirty years ago, when a landlord
I dﬁrmuhtd the Supreme Court decrying
orpesation in the Nikgiris Hilks, e did
he ko that his petition wostld deeply
crrench the robeol judichiny in forest govermace.
Since then, the Court has delivered orders and
Judgmentsin the continuing case of TN Godirvar-
man Thirurelped v, Usion of Dndia and has
shapsod India’s forest policy. Responding to knter-
locutory apphications., the Court has made duci-
sions with respect to timber tracke, operation of
s mills and the functioning of nationad parks. It
alsocrented the Central Empowered Committee
(CECH o monitar the implemen tation of forest-re
tntedorders, nnd decided the price of forests and
rules for compensatory afforéstation. Godaver-
it orders have expandsd the rode of the State,
especially the Centre, inforest conservation.
However, forest-dwelling people tre equally
mw‘lunlmhdnﬂw:ﬂhlflmdrﬁthwndmr‘-
ticipation in decksfon-making on forest
ment are key 1o suceessful conservation It tsin
this contest that two recent fucgrwens ot apex
court in the Godmarman case {In Rez Aman Singh,
December 18, X24:and In fe: 2udpd Jungle Lards,
May 22, 2025) offer compelling insighes into the
evolving direction of forest governance. In both
cases, the Court considered the question of pro-
tecting kandscapes that are not usually Imagined
a6 forests — prasslands known s Orans in Rajast-
han and uncultivated gracing and scrub lands in
Vidarbha, Maharashtra known as Zudpi lands,
Orans, historically protected by agro-pastoral
communities.are now threatened by renewable
energy prajects in the Thar desert, In the caseol

Zudpl lands, whether they arca forest at all has

been o matter of conflict between the state of

Maharashtra and the Centre for several decades.
The question of what s o forest has been inex-

tricably linked tothe question of who ownsand

who should govern ferests. The colonial State

saw vast uncultivated landscapes asa sourceof

valuable timber and reserved themas

State-ovwnid [orests in the 19th century.

However, their imagination of forests

as tree-oovered land ignored the com-

Mex mosalcof consystems that existed,

from grasskands and shrublands o

cles. ONEsare often roconded as wistelands or vil-
lage commons in public records and are castly
for industrial and infristructure profects.

The naratives of degradation and deforestation
Ut unclerpirmed the Godavrrman judgsenalso
privileged the view of forests os smble end points
of coological suocessbon that ane ahways negatively
affected by humanactivities, Within ecologieal sci-
cnce however, this view has been challenged. For-
S5 e e ot 28 pristine nanre bt o dvnamic
ecosystems that respond 1o bath ratural and
human-induoed disturbances, From the Teral
grasslandsio the dry decidoous forests meenirad
Endia and the evergreen forests of the Eastern
akayas, the coosystom strictune and

function of forests have been shaped by
centuries ol emsan use inclucing fre,
fivestock groeing and shiftling cultiva-

tomn.

Godavermun legitimbsed the robe of

savanna and deseres. Wi call this an Budhaditya the Centre as the pre-eminent institu-
arboreal imaginary as the cobonial for- 5] tional agent of forest conservation
st department fvoured commercially as trowgh the FCA. After 1996, any land-
viluabde trees like 1ok, pine and sal == = seape covered by the dictionary defind-
owver shrubs and grasses. They and tiomy of forest ks protected by the FCA and
thelr posteolonial successors forged o the Centre's approval ks reguilreed forits
Isnary between forest and non-forest diversion for no-forest purposes. This
land and prieritised kegal ownership centralising tendency in forest governs
over cemphex histories of informal. anceTuns oppsiie ocomamunity-based
custarmary uses of the forest. skl of coreservation and rational ez

The Supreme Court's first Godovar- Nikita islations such as Forest Rights Act. 2006
miars order (6] extended protection (FRA) that recognise the habitation xnd

under the Forest Conservation At~
{FCA] 960 o all arcas that adhered o =
the dictionary meaning of forests and

“niry oviea recordod as fonest in the goverinment
record imespective ol ownership”. Thus, Godavir-
mancontinued with the lden that only an agglom-
eratioa of trees made o forestand neglected other
Dermestriad coosystomes. Such kndscopes, known os
Open Mamral Eoosystems (ONEs), arc eritically
important apd harbour severs) endangered spe-

Samarnath

tiveliood rights of forest dwellers.
The Supreme Court has now
expanded the definitlon of forests
beyond the original Godavarmman view, It has
extended the applicability of FCA to Orans and
Zudpi Iands. Tedling the Bajasthan government
that all Orans must be classified as forests, the
Courtapproved the recommendationof the CEC
wiz “in Ragasthom, Evrge arkd arcas with sparse veg-
etation, frasstands and unigue desen ecosystems,

including rocky outcrops and stony deserts,
should be considered as “forestland™, For the

thie ey Forward seems to be that ONEsand
cther termestrial cocsystems should beclssified as
forests-and brought under the ambit of FCA,
While seeing the forests beyond the arborea)
Imaginary is weloome, [s FCA the micst appropri-
ate way of extending statutory protections to
ONEs? Especially. when, from 3008 o 2023, the
Centre allowiod the diversion of 300,000 hectares
of forests 1o build highways, lirge dams and
mines. In the case of Ovans, despite noting the
local community’s rofe in their conservation over
centunies, the-court does not seem o lvour com-
munityewnershipand governance. Adthough it
rocommends that they may be declared as com-
munity reserves uncer te Wildiife Protecton Act,
theemiphasis of final dirsctions is on amteny pro-
tection under FCA In thecaseof Zudpd lands, the
court hiasdirected they shoukd be kamded overio
the forest departnacn and be nsed for compensi:
oy alfnestation. secing themas degraded forests
1o be reforested under State contral.

This perpetuates the arboreal imaginary and
exchisdes community-based conservation of ONEs,
Unfirumately, the court did notacknowledge the
dependence ol trital communities on Zudpi lands
and their protests against the classification of
these lands as State-owned forests. In both the
julgments, e courtdid not invoke FRA to pro-
miste community-based conservation This goes
againstoverwhaming research that bocal comanie-
nities have a greater stake in ONEs and have fre-
quently performed better than State In conserva-
thon of forests. I is time torecognise and priositise
the social, cultural and coological forest over the
legnl forest.

Bydhoditya Das i wistotont profissor, aod Nikfta
Samarnath isdocroral condidare, School of Himmm
Ecolegay, Dy, BR Arnbedbar University, Deflil

The views expressod are persunal,
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In key step before it can be notified as reserve forest, ground
verification sought of 3,200 hectares of land in Southern Ridge

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEWDELHLJULY 2

THE DELHI Forest department has
wiritten to the district author ties
secking a ground vern fication of
over 3,200 hedtares of land in the
Southern Ridge — a key step be-
fiore notifying it as a reserve fonest
underthelndian Forest Act, 1927,
Ina compliance affidavit up-
loaded to the National Green
Tribunal [NGT) website on
Monday, the Farest
stated that it had submitted are-
vised draft notification for
3,287.076 hectares — spread

across 12villages inchuding Asola,
Bhatti, Dera Mandi, hunapur,and
Tughlakabad — for government
approval on Agnl 3,

A high-level meeting was
chaired by Delhi Licutenant
Governor V K Saxena and at-
tended by Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta, Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa. and senior
olficials on May 23, In the meet-
iz, it wias decided that the Forest
department. along with the
Revenue department, would
carmy ot a ground venficaton i
reconfirm” that the Land in Phase
lisfree of encroachments and un-
der the clear possession of the

Forest die /

Onjune 17, the Forest depart-
ment wrote to the District
Magistrates of South-East and
New Delhi, requesting them to
undertake the verification exer-
e “on animmediate basis,” ac-
cording to the affidavit filed by
Deputy Conservator of Forests
(Protection & Monitoring ) Anlkit
Kusmiar,

The affidavit was filed ina
matterongoing since 20013, when
petitioner Somya Chosh soughit le-
gal progection for the Ridge.

The NGT in January 2021 di-
rected the Chief Secretary of the
GNCTD"toensure that recuisite

notification. ..is issued within
three months in respect of the
area about which there is no
controversy”.

The tribunal had noted that
there is an “urgent need to take
necessary steps to protect the
Ridge.” This, it said, would been-
abled "by taking necessary steps
1o finalise the notification under
Section 20ofthe Forest Act for re-
served forest and protection by
approprate measures”, “The Lund
about whichthere is dantycan be
inchuded in such notification, and
the remaining process canbeun-
dergone separately but expedi-
tierishy,” ir saiel i underlined thar

no non-forest activity s permissi-
bile in the Ridge area,

Howveves, due to the pendency
even after four years, the NGT in
April this year noted that “more
than four years have passed” st
its eardier directions to notify the
Ridge's undisputed, unen-
cmached portions under Section
20. Thetribunal ashed for the cur-
et status and a timeline for ssu-
ing the final notification.

Once completed, the notifi-
cation will grant legal ‘Reserve
Forest” status to the Sourhern
Ridge Phase |, shielding it from
development and encroach-
MENT ACTVITies,
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NGT raps DPCCongreen
fund spend: ‘Howdoesan Walkers to decide if Nehru Park should
get air punﬁers, activists aren’t so sure

ad help the environment?’

Rs 13053 creollected in 10 years, Rs 82 crspentonadsin 24-25

SOPHIYAMATHEW
HEW DETHL ALY T?

EVEN AS the Deilii Polluton
Conteod Commatiee [ DPCC) cul-
bected aroune By [50.5T crone
the Enaronmeni Compernation
{EC) fund between April 2015
amd june 30 this yeac the negu-
Latory by has spent only B
5939 core so lar. While there
wary e e prersclitune on ol
thian msonstarieg i 2004-25, 4
total smouet of Ko 2 croee wan
speng on "advertising and prin-
ing" chering the penod.

“How is an adventisement
helplull for the environmem?™
the Mational Green Tribunal
| MCT Jasted rthe DPCC Thursday
4 it analysed the submissions
and rapped e regulitory au-
ity T i dpending jaliom.

Mawing an analogy, the
bench constituted by Justioe
A Kuimar Tisag and Dy A
Al triide anceher sharp re
riark s it s the experdilure
on ads is Nke “giving Louls
WO volsche s 1o J SIATng
peETion” = 4 referendce 1o (o8-
metic and misdirected use of
fands weinibe the core prediem
e

Involing the prnciple-of m-
ier-generational equity. the
bench said the misuse of EC
Tunds undermanes kang-term
eonlogical jstice:

Accarding 1o the ials sub-
i ey She DICC inithe green
conart, § regEeed Jsivep rae
wapencicuse under Ehe cargory

“homorariuem for eversight
comuitber o e hinical consull-
antx® [R5 5.7 cooee) in 200425,
4 jusmip From B 002 conre i the
[V yeat

Lot year, DPCC had spent s
5 0 Lk ol pollution me
oring anvd R 346 crone on "ad
vertiting andd princing”

I amaroed ecepion, while
o expendinee was incumed for
the rejuvenation of water bod-
et From 2015 1o 2005- 24, the
isar 20004 25 s 3 spenching of
R 19062 crore — the highest in
all categonies.

Oheer areas wisede EC furcs,
endlected Brom violsoss of -
ronmental Lwws, ioe generatly
fed are egdeanch snd ilady
peogects, procurciment of Tk
e rits fod b, installing recy-
cling units In govermment
schouls, anil setting up nese
Frondoring s asinm, among ofh
o

Tl Ereens conirt wiak hesing
a ke Tk i A2 oy i g
moncauied by ahot mix plas in
Wt Delhis Najafigarh, s hud
asked the DPCC 10 provide de-
tails of the EC funds, The MGT
alvosoughitthe detils of the SOP
SeandardOpereing Frooedure |
fiar ther utibesation of such lands
Ina Decembor 2023 cardee

WHabe DL subsianilied 3508
on Jure 3o timely BC mcovery
aned uidisarion, the Tribunal -
maining unconvmond, noted 3
sevman gag between policy and
imypbementation

Even a8 the DPCC counel
clteal avarersess nder Geriral
Puilhutien Control Boasd (CPCH)
guidielines as justificationon
Thussdlay, the Tribusalappeased
dovatinBled and countened ihal
“thie purpote of BC in twolsid: 1o
deter potential viokaors., and to
revmedhate 2t eneanmental
damage” — neither of which 1s
sctueved uoughadisproportion-
ate apserdlieg on pulslicity

Thee NGT saidd the pattern
emerging in maltiple cates
showed the EC b often not re-
alised on, even when collevted,
P Ll b (o exterdiod
o, g el o
wironirental damie

The NGI has asked is
Regaary " volis o pendang cases
irruiabiving I fud it ilbustion™ be-
fore the bench before the next
hwaring in August

Mearmhille, the DPCC ated
i g5 skabenson that i Baoed
the SOF "t sinearnline the pro-
coure for imposition or reoy-
ery.ar realinon of B

Counsel for the DPTC and
Secretary, Covernment of
Ratioeal Capital Terrdory of
Ddhi (CHCTTH will huve 1o fus
nishy TEsponsE e,

Kew Delibi: Delhl Pollution
Control Cominiites s con
duting o thiveday onsiie
sy to gasher fom@hark
Erodti MiFning ARl FveRing
vl on the inviallaesof
altr porefiers af Nehru Pfark
el | ewrviromeneed minbsier
Manjimter Singh Sirs sl
mitmistor sl e Onal
doclsion  aboal  inatafiation
| o e i U i
pushilic peaponse, Sirsa cartier
anFmamed plans lo s up K0
st ab (e Bl et
Task, whese breailusbie air s
avakialis bo peepds Ui oot
e esguicially duiring e
ak winker seasod.
The etafvex whick bagan
on Susdi will continiss 1]
Tuacalay afier which the foed
ek of walkeis sl e
willbe analysed “The initia
il off Tmwiallbag o purifies
i designed for 1he peoplis,
eapocially for walkers, Hen
e, Wb foteback tecrucial in
This exereise.” gakd Sara. e
wakd I i paabilie d isaggirenes
of the siea, they may consi
il allernative. spaces. e
are also exploriag bayy mar.
Eets The plan ba to create cie
ot o wilors the adr qreadi
1y I within permisaib U
mits throughoul 1he yean
eapecially  during  winier
menths when poluilon &

, bigh.” waid Sirsa

BROC 1 candatting 4 Theed-diy o3-ERe forory

The DPCE haa sl up &
Wiosl mi Mehru Pask, axking
the puldie to 011 ot w forms
wiih & question: “Would you
like i3 have nm abr puriflor I
your park? Ther question in
ahides four respmnses. “ies
any day™; “Yios, whin bew ma
|donance And bow o
"] e "loady wam treea”

Hitrwrver experts mnd s
1156 ko oot 1 (A
They sald il focus showkl be
oy eliminaling pecional and
hocalsearoesof godiuthon Sa
il Ewahiv, Fosanider and e
Al af thinl tank Brvi
Cwinlysts, safd: “While the
s of mir purifiers af senwiti
v locations i clewed e

ranments wack Ga Bispitals
ran he roomrsmraded. ing
s I OpeR SEviFnD
mamis 8 mol the scientifie
approach to relusing alr pal
lution.”

Groon activis Tihirgen
Handhari s Dolhi's plan i
IrAALL LS an T | F paarid)
i in Nebin Pagl is s ol
Timge repeat of pasit policy fal-
fures ~Thee i 25 crose-amiog
irwirs ab Conmanight "lace
and Amied Vikar wene dee
e EnedToctbve, DPC Coondir
el Ehed resdueed PAMLS o
wela by st 17 % withisna lim)
trd M radiun, while oo
ting R B5 balh per monib o
operaie. Sealing such techpo-

fogy meroan the cify would
ol wver B 1L Lokl erofe. &
npe misnse off puiblic fusds.
Woese, this. propect s being
trialiled in Malrn Park. o of
thee elty's fow groea hangs,
winere air quality i alresdy
twttor shan surreanding s
e This mellecis & Nanida-
menin] policy disconnec: =
sl Kanlbsari

St pebibenl that whast Delhi
o ba th endurooment
ngaind  pollutbon  soteme,
ol et v 1R pboladod
eroen spaces, “Cittmns don't
el et s e (1 Qs
We neeil cmesr alr seross
theciiy " sbw waid

SrofTimg st the kea of alr
purifiers being planned for
an open alr place Like Nehia
Park, a regubs® walker o,
“Forgst hig abr purificrs, wa
ey purifiers ol Nebra uod
Lt oepebeern o' wrork v
ry offen. [ snyihing, ondy
o brees bl be plamied,
whrewer  poseibde, Scross
polluled urtan smas. . So
b, onby Bug 1ackel gpes
il hdens catch the fancy of
Eh s i be ™

Sirs ol purlier sabd ibat
the air s ifiers can be sl
Il i @ sansald e of jusd ren
i feed. Bty wn i will onne
e rearly L300 electriciny
it o i Practath o T o
ritden. He ailidod that if the
techenbogy s fomadbde, povr
will iy bring & perivate plages
el gt the puarifiers inatalled

{ DDA PILOT PROJECT } HAUZ KHAS

Drone survey to map 4 green spaces

Snehil Sinha

snehil sinha @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) is set to
launch a pilot project to carry
out a drone-based photogram-
metry survey of four prominent
green areas in Hauz Khas area of
south Delhi, with one of the aims
being preventing encroachment
of ecologically significant spaces,
officials said.

DDA owns and maintains
most of the green areas and
parks in Delhi. Officials said the
move is part of a broader strat-

egy 1o digitise and document
Delhi’s green zones, and initia-
tive will enhance monitoring
and ensure clear demarcation.

“This is a pilot project that we
are trying to adopt to ensure that
we have 3D images of the green
areas under DDA, These surveys
will help us maintain updated
records of green cover, map land
usage, and establish boundaries
to guard against any unautho-
rised occupation or misuse.
Records of many of these areas
have been lost over the years due
to persistent encroachment,”
said a DDA official.

The four sitesinclude the Dis-
trict Park opposite RK Puram,
Rose Garden, MP Green Area,
and the Picnic Hut zone in Hauz
Khas. The agency selected for
the project will have to deploy
advanced drones and Differen-
tial Global Positioning Systems
(DGFS) to conduct high-resolu-
tion surveys, the official said.

Officials said photogramme-
tryisa technique that uses pho-
tographs for surveying and map-
making. It helps in obtaining
information by recording, inter-
preting, and measuring images
and turning them into 3D

images, The selected agency will
be responsible for conducting
aerial surveys, generating geo-
referenced orthophotos, creating
digital terrain models and inte-
grating the data with GIS plat-
forms, officials added.

Based on its success, the initi-
ative could be extended to other
green areas across Delhi, form-
ing a standardised model for
urban ecological monitoring.

Delhi has over 16,000 acres of
green area under DDA, This
includes 729 public parks, biodi-
versity parks and Yamuna flood-
plains.
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45 birds dead, 28 injured as

Rare Great Hornbill sighting in Ezhimala sparks
renewed calls for biodiversity conservation

The Hindu Bureay

RANNUR

In a rare and remarkable
sighting, the Malamuzhak-
ki Vezhambal (Great Horn-
bill), Kerala's State bird,
was spotted in the coastal
belt of Kakkampara, near
Ezhimala, in Kannur, an
area far from its usual for-
ested habitats.

The bird was first ob-
served perched on a fig-la-
den Ficus exasperala tree
on May 24 and later it flew
towards the Ezhimala Na-
val Academy's campus.

Birdwatchers Manoj Ka-
ringamathil, P. Jameela
and Abhinav Jeevan, a stu-
dent of the Forestry De-
partment in Sir Syed Col
lege, Taliparamba,
confirmed the sighting and

Piqued interest: The Malamuzhakki Vezhambal (Great Hormbill)

seen near Ezhimala in Kannur recemtly. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

said the bird spotted was a
mile,

The hornbill remained
in the area for about two
weeks, foraging from fruit-
bearing trees and occa
sionally flying to neigh-
bouring regions, said Mr.

| ,
I

Manoj, adding that the bird
was first noticed by Abhi-
nav's relatives, who with-
out knowing the rarity of
the bird sighting, used its
photos for WhatsApp sta-

tus update.
Typically found in Kera-

la’s evergreen and moist
deciduous forests such as
the Silent Valley, Nelliam-
pathy, Athirappilly, Aralam
and Parambikulam, the
hornbill is rarely seen in
coastal areas, Mr. Manoj
sand, adding that its unex-
pected presence is hailed
as an ecological indicator,

There were very few re-
ports of the birds being
sighted near forest regions
of the Aralam and Karim-
bam farms. However, there
is no public documenta-
tion, Mr. Manoj said.

Ramanthali grama pan-
chayat president V. Shyma
said the sighting is signifi-
cant proof that the region
remains a biodiversity hot-
spot despite human habita-
tion.

“This reflects the eco-

=

logical richness of the
area,” she said.

Sneha Subhash, head of
the Department of Fores-
try, Sir Syed College, em-
phasised the need for
further studies on the
Great Hornbil's movement
to coastal hills. “Such oe-
currences near the sea are
unusual and point to the
broader ecological value of
the region,” she said.

Listed as Endangered by
the Intermational Union for
Conservation of Nature
(IUCH) and protected un-
der Schedule | of the In-
dian Wildlife (Protection)
Act, the Great Hornbill’s
appearance in Ezhimala
has sparked both excite
ment and renewed calls for
conservation efforts in the

areas.
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Here are some hot nature gossip tweets from our @NDN_HQ page in July.

July 2025

Dive into these juicy stories by clicking the links and get ready to be wowed!

Follow our Twitter page for your daily dose of nature and conservation buzz!

Can artificial rain clean our air?

Click to View

Air pollution - The greatest environmental health risk of our time

Click to View

You don't have to smoke to get lung cancer anymore

Click to View

“Not a single tree will need to be cut” says GMDA engineer, but tree felling continued

Click to View

Ecuador bans oil drilling to protect 700,000-hectare of rainforest
Click to View

Development threatens heritage trees in Pune - People watch the development unfold

Click to View

NCR trio in top-5 polluted cities
Click to View

How green is the metro? Gurugram metro gets nod to fell 501 ‘more’ trees

Click to View

30 Egrets died after falling from trees while pruning was underway in Thane

Click to View

Develpopment is important, we must ask at what cost, asserts CJI Gavai

Click to View

2000 trees cut overnight in precious forest land for DLF project
Click to View

State bird of Delhi, almost extinct in Delhi
Click to View

Delhi remains India’s most polluted city under NCAP
Click to View



https://x.com/UNEP/status/1941723833729233059
https://x.com/UNEP/status/1941723833729233059
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1940417983849079283
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1947545295132278877
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1947545295132278877
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1947545295132278877
https://x.com/IpsitaTOI/status/1943870516202295801
https://x.com/IpsitaTOI/status/1943870516202295801
https://x.com/ameetgsingh/status/1943630834625577233
https://x.com/ameetgsingh/status/1943630834625577233
https://x.com/manashuman/status/1942554005671903362
https://x.com/manashuman/status/1942554005671903362
https://x.com/AQI_India/status/1942489951654011357
https://x.com/AQI_India/status/1942489951654011357
https://twitter.com/NDNS_HQ
https://x.com/MikeHudema/status/1943362360422371533
https://x.com/MikeHudema/status/1943362360422371533
https://x.com/bahardutt/status/1944730704266346973
https://x.com/bahardutt/status/1944730704266346973
https://x.com/ranjeetnature/status/1945793558092619835
https://x.com/ranjeetnature/status/1945793558092619835
https://x.com/DelhiTreesSOS/status/1950410389901992233
https://x.com/DelhiTreesSOS/status/1950410389901992233
https://x.com/ShikhaGupt75202/status/1946154844701474949
https://x.com/ShikhaGupt75202/status/1946154844701474949
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1947577440504611015
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1947577440504611015
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1947577440504611015
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NDNS Coffee Table Book

THE

GREENZONLES OF DELHI

WERHAEN EHANNA

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING CUR MISSON TC PROTECT THE PLANET,

This beautifully illustrated book showcases the lush greenery and vibrant ecosystems
found in the heart of India's capital. Each page offers a glimpse into the diverse flora
and fauna that thrive in Delhi's green zones, from bustling parks to serene gardens. By
purchasing this coffee table book, you not only bring a piece of nature's beauty into
your home but also support the efforts of NDNS (New Delhi Nature Society) in their
mission to protect and conserve these precious natural habitats. Your contribution helps
promote environmental awareness and ensures that future generations can enjoy the
city's green treasures.

Buy Now —‘

Adoption Alert!

These Cuties have been
rescued and are now
looking for a happy home.
If you can provide them a
home please fill up the
form.

Adoption Form -‘

July 2025


https://forms.gle/rPZvgz4xzcUtYaTi7
https://forms.gle/rPZvgz4xzcUtYaTi7
https://www.ndns.in/product/greenzones-of-delhi-coffee-table-book/
https://www.ndns.in/product/greenzones-of-delhi-coffee-table-book/
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Volunteer, Intern Or Membership At NDNS

Join NDNS in our mission to conserve nature and

Ik

make a positive impact on our planet! We are looking
for dedicated individuals to volunteer or intern with

us. Whether you're passionate about saving trees, JOIN OUR TEAM
spreading awareness through social media, editing

New Delhi Nature Society
impactful videos, organizing workshops, contribute is offering paid internships!

your skills in your free time as a volunteer or commit %
to a two-month internship, there are many ways to get % Details ——
involved. Click the button if you're interested in ﬂ,

joining us. Together, we can make a difference!

Membership Benefits: Internship Form
1.Exclusive Invites to Members-Only events.

2.For every other event, members get a 15% discount
(nature walk, workshops, etc.)

3.Members can avail of a 15% discount on NDNS Membership Form w
merch.

4.Members are granted access to the NDNS library.

Cost for a l-year membership is Rs 1500/- After Volunteer Form -‘

submitting the form, we will verify your details and L

then send you a link for the online payment.

Donate a book to the NDNS library

We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude

to all the amazing individuals who have donated

nature-related books towards the
#newdelhinaturesociety library. Your generosity

will help us in building a comprehensive library

11T NHOai BHLCY

3id DNIHSINYA IHL

that will be a valuable resource for nature

enthusiasts and students alike. If you too would

like to contribute to our library, we welcome book

donations and encourage you to get in touch with

sunds weges e ANOHIRY I3NIEMYT

Ji 42009 SNOIS STINLVN NIV,

us for more information. You can visit our website

:EE;N‘]HT'II—I-N-"- 3d STANL A6
e
oo SUVUDLHAMNS ONIUIVHE  HEUEN WIS

at | www.ndns.in to learn more about our

organization and our various initiatives.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/Caz9ZwCPsLN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
http://www.ndns.in/
https://www.ndns.in/volunteer-form/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOhiLLyEFjen5EnI8OS8HRUrzLjzlgu8GiyNgoIoV-npQPPQ/viewform
https://www.ndns.in/membership/
https://www.ndns.in/membership/
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De-Choke Trees

The Hon'ble National Green Tribunal in
its order dated 23rd April 2013 has
directed all Public Authorities to ensure

that all the sign boards, names,
advertisements, any kind of boards or
signage's, electric wires and high tension
cables or otherwise are removed from

the trees.

They shall also ensure that the concrete
surrounding the trees within one meter
of the trees are removed and dall the
trees are looked after well and due
precaution is taken in future so that no
concrete or construction or repairing
work is done at least within one meter
radius of the trunk of trees.

NAILS, WIRES (10,000 RS. FINE)
NGT ORDER FOR DE-CHOKING TREES
DELHI| PRESERVATION OF TREES ACT
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SIGN UP! ]

To receive regular updates

from NDNS.

SOS NUMBERS
(TREES AND ANIMALS)

« NDNS - 9711115666

« Wildlife Rescue - 9810129698,
9810639698

e People For Animals - O11
23719293 / 9294,

« For Cows - Dhyan Foundation -
9999099423

ATREE IS BEING CUT?

-Click pictures

-Tell them to stop immediately

-Ask them to show the Forest
Department permission.

-No permission, then Call 100 and
wait till help arrives.

-Report the matter on the Green
Helpline 011-23378513

-Write a letter to the Forest
Department

-If they do have permission, then
take the supervisor's details who
must be present there and contact
the Forest Department .

FOREST DEPT. EMAILS W

CLICK HERE! w
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y_jVQjUK_EGlZMCe0qFRybou71kgOiZc/view
http://www.compassionateliving.in/DelhiPreservationofTreesAct.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QBS1tELkSgwOouFq55z9AdRMJNVtjJ5O/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDe8o3CuWjhkVzdmzapXmdWOn6hzZLYD2qYtAdO-93ZJK5eg/viewform
https://www.ndns.in/newsletters/
https://www.ndns.in/newsletters/
https://forest.delhi.gov.in/forest/contact-us

