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Survival Skills Workshop
Soami Nagar Model School

A Survival Skill workshop was
held at Soami Nagar Model
School, through which class 7
students were taught
important tools needed to
survive. The students were
taught how to prepare
survival kits and first aid kits,
how to identify fruit trees and
filter water, and what to do in
the event of disasters such as
fires, snake-bites,
carthquakes, floods, and
landslides.

This  workshop  helped
promote disaster awareness
among the students and
instilled a  sense  of
responsibility and confidence.

Watch Video

—



https://www.instagram.com/p/DN-dI0CgVJ_/
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Plantation Drive

Our recent weekend plantation drive at Tughlagabad Biodiversity Park continued with
great success, as 100+ native trees were planted with the help of dedicated volunteers.

This month, participants were delighted to spot a robber fly, a lynx spider, and a leaf
beetle; fascinating reminders of how restoring native vegetation supports local
biodiversity.

Watch Video



https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety/reel/DODKp8gAdwU/
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Fireflics Workshop

The monsoon season brought glowing fireflies to the nights of Delhi.

Our firefly workshops attracted many visitors who were eager to experience this wonder-.
Many were amazed to witness this natural spectacle in the city for the first time.

The twinkling lights created cherished memories, showcasing the magic of nature.
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A Magical Night In Delhi With Fireflies

“l was inside a noisy park within my never asleep metropolitan city!
I did not believe my eyes, truly!
‘Cause ten million fireflies did light up my environs...”

Mudita Agarwal, moved by the fireflies workshop, penned down her thoughts.

Click the link below to read the entire blog

Open Blog "



https://www.ndns.in/a-magical-night-in-delhi-with-fireflies/
https://www.ndns.in/a-magical-night-in-delhi-with-fireflies/
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Planned Events

Fireflics Workshop

Join us at our fireflies workshop and immerse yourself in their beautiful glowing world.

If vou're planning to start the month with something memorable, we've got you covered!
Visit our events page for upcoming workshop dates

This experience is suitable for people of all ages, so hurry and register now!

Book Your Spot



https://www.ndns.in/events-list/
https://www.ndns.in/events-list/
https://www.ndns.in/events-list/
https://www.ndns.in/events-list/
https://www.ndns.in/events-list/
https://www.ndns.in/events-list/
https://www.ndns.in/events-list/
https://www.ndns.in/events-list/
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Nature Talks Podh-cast Ep. 76

In episode 76 of Naturce Talks Podh-cast, Verhaen Khanna and Shrutikriti decode the
recent Delhi Dog issue.

The discussion highlights the initial court order demanding the removal of all stray dogs
to shelters—a move that sparked widespread outrage and concern for animal welfare.
Soon after, the court revised its stance, allowing sterilized and vaccinated dogs to return
to their localitics, while calling for feeding zones and a national policy on stray dog
management.

Through expert insights, the episode dives into the tension between public safety and
compassion for animals, the rise in rabics and bite cases, and why the Animal Birth
Control (ABC) program remains the only humane, science-backed solution.

Listeners are reminded that building coexistence with animals requires empathy, strong
policy, and proper implementation—not knee-jerk reactions.

Tune in to this thought provoking conversation and learn how you too can be part of
shaping a more compassionate, balanced future for Delhi’s people and its animals.

Listen on Spotify Watch on Youtube Watch Reel



https://youtu.be/y6D9RCJrr2w?si=XfVY9CbUU-UTZnJZ
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DN0DVInQu1s/
https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety/reel/DN0DVInQu1s/
https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety/reel/DN0DVInQu1s/
https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety/reel/DN0DVInQu1s/
https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety/reel/DN0DVInQu1s/
https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety/reel/DN0DVInQu1s/
https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety/reel/DN0DVInQu1s/
https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety/reel/DN0DVInQu1s/
https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety/reel/DN0DVInQu1s/
https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety/reel/DN0DVInQu1s/
https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety/reel/DN0DVInQu1s/
https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety/reel/DN0DVInQu1s/
https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety/reel/DN0DVInQu1s/
https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety/reel/DN0DVInQu1s/
https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety/reel/DN0DVInQu1s/
https://youtu.be/_ivcG4WIc6U?feature=shared
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6EB2pjGjzTvouEXCXAQSf7?si=bb6fba998c5d4063
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Tree Care
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i0ZrBElyM_bzZzT4aqSLRL9kpiWJJzSv/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i0ZrBElyM_bzZzT4aqSLRL9kpiWJJzSv/view
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Raising_Awareness

World Cloud Leopard Day

World Cat Day World Lion Day

Clouded

International
Leopard Day is celebrated
and protect one of the most
clusive wild cats.

The day highlighted a vital
truth — clouded leopards,
with their mysterious beauty,
face shrinking habitats and
growing threats. It called for
global awareness and urgent
conservation  efforts  to
cnsure  these rare cats
continue to thrive in our
forests.

\\.\w—hﬂnome{
* w ¥
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International Cat Day, , is a
celebration of one of the
world’s most beloved
animals.

The day reminded us of a
simple truth — cats are not
just companions but also
vital to our ecosystems. It
highlighted the need to love,
protect, and care for them,
whether in our homes or in

the wild

Lion

International
reminded us of a pressing
reality — the King of the
Jungle is under threat.

Day

With shrinking habitats and
rising human pressures, this
day called for urgent action
to protect lions and ensure
they continue to roam free
for generations to come.
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Raising_Awareness

World Elephant Day

WORELD
ELEPHANT DAY

12 August

World Elephant Day, , is a
reminder of the gentle giants
that walk our Earth.

The day highlighted a crucial

truth —  elephants  face
threats  from  poaching,
habitat loss, and human

conflict. " It called for
collective action to protect
these majestic beings and
ensure they continue to
thrive in  the wild for
generations to come.

World Wolf Day

International
Wolf Day

rthAugust

International ~ Wolf  Day,
shines a light on the
guardians of the wild.

The day reminded us of an
important truth — wolves
play. a vital role in
maintaining ecological
balance, yet face threats
from habitat loss and human
conflict. It called for
awareness,  respect, and
conservation to ensure their
haunting howls continue to
echo in our forests.

World Lizard Day

,'b.'..".l:.__!_ -:-.g

International
Lizard Day

14" Augusyt

World Lizard Day, celebrates
these often-overlooked
reptiles that play a key role
in our ecosystems.

The day highlighted a simple
truth — lizards help control
pests and maintain balance
in nature, yet they face
threats from habitat
destruction and  climate
change. It called for greater
awareness and appreciation
to ensure these small but
vital creatures continue to
thrive.
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World Orangutan Day;

-
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She throws away my chocolate
and she howls at my shampoo.

On World Orangutan Day, we are reminded of the urgent need to protect one of our
closest relatives in the animal kingdom.

Orangutans are critically endangered due to deforestation, habitat loss, and illegal wildlife
trade.

This day calls on us to reflect on our responsibility toward conserving forests, promoting
sustainable choices, and safeguarding biodiversity.

Protecting orangutans means protecting the ecosystems we all depend on.

Watch Video 1



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bXRGV1-M1lM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bXRGV1-M1lM
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Meteor Shower

The Perseid Meteor Shower, one of the year’s most stunning celestial events, was
visible from July 17 to August 24, peaking on August 12-14.

Caused by Earth passing through the debris of Comet Swift-Tuttle, the meteors
appeared to radiate from the constellation Perseus.

Normally offering up to 100 meteors per hour, this year’s show was dimmed by a
bright waning gibbous Moon, reducing visibility to about 10-20 meteors per hour.

A highlight was the rare Venus-Jupiter conjunction, adding extra brilliance to the
night sky and reminding us of the universe’s timeless wonders.
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Nature Conservation Award

GREEN, ACT

A CELEBRATING
** NATURE CONSERVATION

Heonoring Mr. Rakesh Gupta, Founder of Golden Hive
Foundation, a true eco-hero who's helping bees not just to
survive but to thrive, We are grateful for his inspiring efforts
in protacting nature's tiny pollinatars,

Honoring Efforts to Save Bees

We are delighted to celebrate Mr. Rakesh Gupta, founder of the “Golden Hive
Foundation”, as the recipient of the Nature Conservation Award for his remarkable
contributions to bee conservation.

His tireless efforts in protecting pollinators, raising awareness, and promoting
sustainable practices are an inspiration to all.

Bees play a vital role in maintaining biodiversity and ensuring food security, and
changemakers like Mr. Gupta remind us how individual commitment can create
collective impact.
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Green Helpline ; 011-23378513

TREE CARE

| Remove cement around the tree, soll spoce
around the tree ahould not be less than |
metar onall sides.

Zkemove nolls, wires and signboards from
troag

4 Incase of hobes inthe tree caused by nalls, you
©an put wet soil In the injured parts of the troee,

AEneurs no digging o conctrustion ls done
within | meter of trees.

5 Glue water 1o troas aalfy.

B,In the forast, trees shed tholr leaves on the seoil
floor, those leoves miz with the soll ond turn
ints nutritian for the treas roate to abeort. Rut
around the city streets, all the fallen leaves
arg sWot oway, 5o tha trees are not receliing
thot imporort nutrition from the fokien
leoves. This s why It Is extremely Inyportant te
put leal compost around tress, to make the
trass strang and healthy,

7 you see o tree cutl, or with noils, wires
signboards on it ar If tha free (s camentea
within 1 mater, then ploase call the Grean
Hefpline and report the Issue with the exact
loeation, thom thoy will sond you the
complaint number by SM3 for you to follow up.

HOW TO SAVE FALLEN TREES

Let’'s work together to protect our animals and nurture our trees.

Email us

HOW TO CONDUCT A
TREE CENSUS :

Downlood the form:

August 2025

We're offering free reflective collars for street animals and tree care brochures to
spread awareness and safety.

You can collect them from the NDNS headquarters, so simply contact us at
newdclhinaturesociety@gmail.com


mailto:newdelhinaturesociety@gmail.com
mailto:newdelhinaturesociety@gmail.com
mailto:newdelhinaturesociety@gmail.com
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{ FARIDABAD } COMPLAINT FILED WITH FOREST DEPT

Trees ‘felled’ in Aravalll tract

Jayashree Nandi
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

FARIDABAD: Environmental
activists have flagged large-scale
felling of trees and clearing of
vegetation in Sarai Khwaja vil-
lage in Faridabad’s Aravallis, an
area declared a “deemed forest”
by the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) in March 2019,

In a complaint to the divi-
sional forest officer (DFQ), Fari-
dabad Forest Division, on Satur-
day, Lt Col Sarvadaman Singh
Oberoi (retd), the original peti-
tioner before the NGT, alleged
that "a concerted effort is under-
way to clear the area of all trees
and regeneration in an apparent
effort to frustrate the NGT's
orders and violate the status quo
situation.” He added, "This cut-
ting of trees of all sizes is amply
visible in the attached photos
with the time, date and GPS loca-
tion (Lat. Long.) stampof today,
Saturday, 30.08.2025."

Oberoi has submitted photos
and videos of the felling to the
forest department. He pointed to
the timing of the activity, saying,
“The timing of this activity is
particularly suspect, as it comes

Aphotoshared by an environmentalist on alleged damage. w1

just after a week or two of the
notification of the definition of
forest as per the dictionary
meaning by the Govt of Haryana,
which has fixed a minimum
threshold of forest cover for the
same. It is submitted that this
clearing is an attempt to create
new facts on the ground and
subvert the orders of the hon'ble
NGT and the hon'ble SC regard-
ing deemed forests.”
According to the DFO, nearly
an acre of shrubs had been
cleared. On August 18, Haryana
issued a notification defining

“forest as per dictionary mean-
ing" with restrictive technical
criteria, a move environmental
activists have warned could strip
most of the state’s remaining
Aravalli tracts of legal protec-
tion. The definition requires a
minkmum cmggpydcnsit_i.' ol 40%
and coverage of at least five hee-
tares if isolated, or two hectares
if contiguous with government-
notified forests. It excludes all
linear, compact agroforesiry
plantations and orchards out-
side notified forests.

Surender Dhangi, DFO Fari-

dabad. said the department had
acted on the complaint. “We got
the complaint and immediately
rushed a team to the spot. “The
clearing of vegetation has been
stopped,” he said. It was not
immediately clear on whose
behest the clearing was done.

HT had reported on March 9,
2019, that the NGT held a 52-acre
plotin Sarai Khwaja village to be
a“deemed forest”, a ruling with
potential implications for real
estate projects across the Araval-
lis. The case arose after Haryana
permitted the felling of over
7,000 trees in 2017, including
mesquite and axle wood (dhau),
for a group housing project by
Bharti Land Limited. The tribu-
nal rejected the state's conten-
tion that the land was not a for-
est because it was not recorded
as such in revenue records, call-
ing the interpretation "an erro-
neous understanding of law.”

Three months later, Haryana
government moved the Supreme
Court, calling NGTs order “erro-
neous in law” and seeking to
quash it. According to Oberoi
and other activists defending the
NGT order, the case has had only
one hearing so far.

File Aravalli report or face contempt: SC to panel

Abraham Thomas

serters@hindustantimes. com

MEW DELHI : The Supreme Court
on Tuesday said that uncontrolled
mining in the Arnvalli mnge poses
a grave threat 1o the country's
condogy o it dinected a comimines
headed by the Union environment
secretary 1o finalise iisreporton
Aravalli hills within two months,
failing which contempt proceed-
ings will be initiated.

The court’s stern warning
came after the Centre falled o
meet repenied deadlings set by the
top court o submit a report on
formulating a uniform definition
for Aravalli hills applicable across
Rajasthan, Harvana, Delhi and
Guiaral

Senior advocate K Parmesh-
war, who is assisting the court as
amicus curiae, had suggested for-
mation of the committee while
pointing out that the lack of a uni-
form definition impeded efforts to
curb fllegal mining in Aravalli
range, He had pointed out that
Rajasthan prohibits minin.? on
isolated hills upto a height of 100
metres, while Haryana does not
have any definition in place. With-
out a definition. he said that the
state was making hollow claims.
of denying any illegal mining,

The committee, also compris-
ing the forest department secre-
taries of the four states besides
other experts, was formed by the
court on May 9, 2024 The court
had seta deadline of fwo months

SC raised coneerns over
uncontrolied mining in the

Aravalli range. T ARCHIVE
for the committee w finish the
report. On May 27 this vear, the
court granted an extension for
final submission ol the report.
Afer expiry of this deadline, the
central eovernment on Auwrust 5

filed an affidavit requesting fora
Turther extension of two months.

A bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) Bhushan R
Gawai said, "We could have taken
it seriows view of the matter. We
are ot interested in castigating
officers, but protecting the Ara-
valli hills and range.”

Asa last opportunity, the court
extended the time for the commit-
tee to submit its report latest by
October 15.

1

It said, "Il by that date. the
reportand the recommiendations
are not filed, we will be con-
strained to ke contempt action
against the members of the com-
mittee.”

Reminding the Centre of the
ureenoy that this exerclse shoald

have required. the bench, also
comprising justices K Vinod
Chandran and NV Anjarfa said,
“Amvalli hills act as a protection
against the dry winds from the
north. Uncontrolbad mining activ-
ity willl canse a grave threat to the
ecology of the nation.”

The Aravalll range servesas a
crucial climate barrier. blocking
epstward winds {rom the Thar
desertand preventing Delhi from
experiencing dry. arid conditions,

The Supreme Court had
banned mining activities across
the entire Aravalli reglon in Hary-
ana and Rajasthan in 2002 after
Central Empowered Committee
neports indicated that illegal min-
ing had consumed 25% of the
range.
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Green Clearances Stuck As
Authorities Remain Defunct

Builder Waiting For Clearance Since Feb 2024 Moves NGT

Times News NETWoRK

New Delhi: The dissolution
of the State Level Environ-
ment Impact Assessment
Authority (SEIAA) and the
State Level Expert Appraisal
Committee (SEAC) has led to
delays in issuing environ-
mental clearances, a builder
informed the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) on July 31,

In an affidavit submitted
to NGT, Delhi Pollution Cont-
rol Committee (DPCC) stated
that environmental clearan-
ces cannot currently be issu-
ed by the state as the two
authorities remain defunct.
In the absence of the
state bodies, the Union envi-
ronment ministry is gran-
tingclearances.

NGT is considering a plea
by a builder who approached
the tribunal in May after app-

The plea stated that the
tenure of SEIAA and SEAC
ended in Sept 2024 before
the EC process could be
completed. The builder
was seeking permission
for a group housing
project in Kirti Nagar

lyving for envirenmental clea-
rance (EC) in Feb last year
The plea highlighted that the
tenure of SEIAA and SEAC
ended in Sept 2024 before the
EC process could be comple-
ted. The builder was seeking
permission for a group hou-
sing project in Kirti Nagar.

In its reply dated July 31,
the DPCC stated, "The tenure
of the two bodies came to an
end on Sep 5, 2024. No further
notification has been issued
till date by the Union govt. Af-

ter Sept 5, the matters relating
to consideration of applica-
tions for EC, which ordinarily
would fall within the jurisdic-
tion of these authorities in
Delhi, are being dealt by the
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC).”

Before their terms ended,
DPCC provided financial and
logistic support to the two bo-
dies. Formed in 2021 through a
notification by the Unionenvi-
ronment ministry, SEIAA and
SEAC were responsible for re-
viewing all construction pro-
jects requiring an EC under
the Environmental Impact As-
sessment (E1A) notification of
2006. These projects included
large apartment complexes,
hotels, commercial develop-
ments and infrastructure
works exceeding a certain bu-
ilt-uparea.

Former members of the
dissolved bodies mentioned
that while MoEFCC or Delhi
government can initiate the
reconstitution process, there
has been no progress since
their terms ended. "Often,
thereisalot of back and forth
before EC isgranted. With the
Centre overseeing the pro-
cess, the process may take
longer,” said a former mem-
ber, requesting anonymity.

State Level Expert Appra-
isal Committee, comprising
three members, was headed
by a former Public Works De-
partment chief, Delhi's for-
mer environment special se-
cretary and a functionary
appointed by the previous
Aam  Aadmi Party govl
SELAA had 11 members and
was chaired by a former Del-
hi Development Authority
commissioner.

City projects await green
nod amid panel vacuum

Jasjeev Gandhiok

hitreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: State Level Environ-
ment Impact Assessment
Authority (SEIAA) and State
Level Expert Appraisal Commit-
tee (SEAC), the two bodies that
provide environmental clearan-
ces in Delhi, are yet to be recon-
stituted nearly a yvear after their
tenure ended, leading to delays
in project approvals, a builder
informed the Natonal Green Tri-
bunal (NGT).

In an affidavit filed with the
NGT on-July 31, the Delhi Pollu-
tion Control Committee (DPCC)
acknowiedged that Delhi is cur-
rently unable to issue environ-
mental clearances as both
authorities remain defunct, In
the interim, the Union environ-
ment ministry will handle such
applications, it said.

The matter came to light on a
plea filed by builder TARC Pro-
jects Ltd in May, which alleged
that although it had submitted
an application for environmen-
tal elearance in February 2024,
the matter remained pending
due o the lapse in tenure of the
two bodies last vear. The firm is
seeking approval for a group
housing projectin Kirti Nagar,

In its reply, the DPCC said,
“The tenure (of the two bodies)
came toan end on September 5,
2024. No further notification has
been issued yet to date by the
Government of India, That after
September 5, the matters relat-
ing to consideration of applica-
tions for EC, which ordinarily
would fall within the jurisdiction
of these authorities in Delhi, are
being dealt with by the ministry
of environment, forest and cli-
mate change (MoEFCC)."

Before their dissolution, the
DPCC was providing logistical
and financial support to SEIAA
and SEAC, both constituted in
2021 through a notification by
the MoEFCC. The two panels
were responsible for serutinising
proposals under the Environ-
ment Impact Assessment (EIA)
Notification,. 2006, including
housing, commercial, hetel, and
infrastructure projects exceed-
ing 20,000 sq m in built-up area
and arca development projects
above 150,000 sq m.

Former members said that
bath the Delhi government and
the Centre are empowered to
reconstitute the bodies, but no
steps have been taken. “Often,
there is a lot of back and forth
before EC is granted. With the
Centre oversecing, the process
may take longer,” said a former
member, requesting anonymity.

August 2025
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NGT seeks response
on sewage plant in
South-Central Ridge

Jasjeev Gandhiok

jasjeev.gandhiok@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has given the
Delhi Jal Board (DJB), Delhi Pol-
lution Control Committee
(DPCC) and Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) four weeks to
explain how a decentralised
sewage treatment plant (DSTP)
was allowed to be built at Smriti
Van in Vasant Kunj, in a part of
the South-Central Ridge.

The directive follows a DPCC
submission earlier this week
that it had issued a show cause
notice of 10 lakh to DJB for fail-
ing to maintain the DSTP, lead-
ing to contamination of the Mac-
chli Talab water body.

"The applicant also submits
that it has been set up inside the
ridge area,” a bench headed by
NGT chairperson justice Pra-
kash Shrivastava observed in its
August 6 order. The bench ques-
tioned, “The question arises as to
how the Consent To Establish
(CTE) for settingup a DSTPin a
park or ridge area has been
given. DJB is permitted to place
on record its application for a

grant of CTE toascertain if it was
disclosed in the application that
DSTP was proposed in the park.”

The tribunal noted that the
DJB had received its CTE for the
DSTP from the DPCC earlier this
year.

According to DPCC's August 4
report, a fresh inspection of
Macchli Talab showed the
pond’s water guality parameters
failed to meet permissible stan-
dards. The total suspended sol-
ids (TSS) were at 27mg/l against
the standard of 10mg/l or less;
biochemical oxygen demand
(BOD) at 18mg/l against 10mg/l
or less; chemical oxygen demand
(COD) at 52mg/l against 50mg/l
or less; and ammonical nitrogen
at 5.45mg/l against 5mg/l or less.

DPCC stated it issued a show
cause notice to DJB under the
“Polluter Pays” principle. “Now
therefore, in view of the above
and various orders passed by the
NGT regarding the imposition or
levying of environmental com-
pensation, the Delhi Jal Board, is
hereby called upon to show
cause as to why compensation of
210 lakh should not be imposed,”
the report noted.

SC panel nod
to set up NDRF
headquarters
in ecologically
sensitive zone

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI. AUGUIST 27

THE SUPREME Court-enabled
Central Empowered Commitiee
(CEC) has given a nod to the
MNational Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) for setting up its head-
quarters in South Delhi's Vasant
Vihar falling under the
Morphological Ridge, an ecologi-
cally sensitive zone,

The NDRF had sought the apex
court’s penmission (o get approval
for construction activities in the
area Atotal area of 1.673 acres of
land has been allotted to the
Ministry of Home Affairs for set-
ting up the headquarters and a
budget of Rs 92.64 crore has also
beenapproved.

According to a CEC report
dated August 25, the site was in-
spected on August 5. Based on
thedocumenis and site observa-
tions, the committee found that
“not all 37 trees standing on the
site require removal or trans-
plantation. Specifically, 12 trees
(which have been numbered)
need not be disturbed.”

Amongthe remaining trees, it
added, 15 will be transplanted
within the construction site, and
10 will be felled. The land where
compensatory plantation needs
to take place has been identified
at Ghumanheravillage.

“Considering the national im-
portance of the projedt..." itmay
be recommended for approval,
the committee underined.

“The project site has a pe-
riphery of approximately 400
meters. A green belt shall be de-
veloped along the entire periph-
ery with a double-row planta-
tion of about 250 indigenous
tree species... Additionally, an-
other 50 indigenous trees shall
be planted along the internal
roads proposed to be con-
structed,” read oneof the condi-
tions set up by the Committee.
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SC tells Centre to set up single window
for Ridge diversion nod in two months

Abraham Thomas
htreporters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Wednesday underlined the
need to have a single window
clearance for diversion of ridge
land in Delhi, directing the Centre
Lo come up with a concrete pro-
posal to create auniform author-
ity within two months.

The court directed the Union
government to consult all stake-
holders—including the Delhi gov-
ernment and the Central Empow-
ered Committee (CEC), the expert
body assisting the court on envi-
ronmental matters—and subimit
the proposal by October 8. “No
time beyond two months will be
granted,” the bench said.

The order was passed by a
bench headed by Chiel Justice of

India Bhushan R Gavai, while
hearing a matter related (o the
protection of Delhi Ridge, based
ona 2023 report by the CEC high-
lighting the depletion of ridge
land owing toencroachments and
arise indiversion of land for non
forestry purposes.

“In the matter concerning the
Delhi Ridge, several authorities
are monitoring the issue. Authori-
ties have to go to these commit-
tees for permission on diversion
of ridge land. This leads to con-
flicting decisions being passed,”
the bench, also comprising justi-
ces K Vinod Chandran and NV
Anjaria. noted,

Proposing a streamlined mech-
anism, the bench said, “Let the
ministry of environment, forests
and climate change come out with
a common mechanism by con-

sulting all stakeholders.”

Senior advocate K Parmesh-
war, appearingas amicus curiae,
reminded the court of its earlier
observation in May 2024, calling
the state of Delhi Ridge “very
shocking™. He pointed out that
notifications issued on May 24,
1994, and March 19, 1996, demar-
cated the total ridgeareaas 7,784
hectares, Yet, only 10348 hectares
have been notified as ridge land.

Healso informed the court that
the Delhi high court, in separate
matters, has constituted ad hoc
committees to consider permis-
siens for ridge land diversion, fur-
ther contributing to the overlap-
ping and fragmented oversight.

In its order, the SC said: “"We
direct the MoEFCC to take on
board the Government of the
National Capital Territorv of

Delhi, the CEC, and all committees
appointed by this court and the
Delhi high court, and come out
with a proposal wherein one uni-
form body can be entrusted with
the work of monitoring theissue.”

Additional solicitor general
Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for
the Centre, agreed to adhere to
the timeline. The bench directed
all stakeholders to cooperate and
emphasised: “We make it clear
that no further time will be
granted to MoEFCC for submit-
ling the proposal.”

The court was hearing the TN
Godavarman matter on protec-
tion of forests and wildlife across
the country. The matter related to
the Delhi Ridee arcse separately in
a petition filed in the MC Mehta
case and was later ransferred to
the bench led by the CHL

Protection order for Southern
Ridge without verification: Govt

Jasjeev Gandhiok

jasieev.gandhiok@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment will now issue a final
notification granting complete
protection to the Southern
Ridge without conducting the
previously planned ground ver-
ification, the state forest and
wildlife department has
informed in an affidavit to the
National Green Tribunal.

The change in stance comes
a week after the department
had said that it will carry out
the verification across 12 south
Delhi villages in the next six
months.

The timeline for the notifica-
tion will be shared with NGT,
the department added in the
affidavit dated July 31.

The issue has been a long-
pending one. During a hearing
on July 25, the amicus curiae in
the case argued that it has been
four years since the NGT
sought notification of the
southern Ridge. On a plea filed
by activist Sonya Ghosh, the
NGT, in January 2021 directed
the Delhi government to ensure
that the notification under Sec-
tion 20 of the Indian Forest Act,
1927 is issued within three
months. Ghosh in 2024 filed an
executive application, seeking

compliance with the 2021
order.

Delhi's Ridge areas have
already been notified under
Section 4 of the Indian Forest
Act. However, the final notifi-
cation under Section 20 is vet
to be completed, which grants
complete protection and
defines the boundaries.

On July 23, the forest depart-
ment had said it plans to carry
out on-ground verification of
3,287 hectares of land across 12
villages in south Delhi by Janu-
ary next year before the issu-
ance of the final notification.

The matter will now be
heard on August 7.

August 2025
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53% of Delhi’s southern Ridge to
get protected status in 60 days

Jasjeev Gandhiok
jasprav gandh |uk@h|ndu stantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Capital’s forest
and wildlife department will
issue the final notification under
Section 20 of the Indian Forest
Act to protect 3,300 hectares -
nearly 53% — of the total south-
ern Ridge area within the next
two months, the department has
told the National Green Tribunal
(NGT).

This move, pending since 1996
when the Ridge was first demar-
cated, will grant complete legal
protection, define boundaries
and prevent future encroach-
ments. Until now, only 96.16 hec-
tares of the 6,200-hectare south-
ern Ridge has been notified
under this section.

NGT was hearing a plea filed
by activist Sonya Ghosh seeking
notification of Ridge areas in
Delhi.

NGT in 2021 had asked the
forest department to complete
notification within three
months, But by 2024, no
progress had been made in this
respect, prompting Ghosh to file
another plea.

In the latest submission dated
August 21, the forest department
said it will notify the southern
Ridge in three phases, with
Phase 1to be notified first, within
the next two months.

“The final notification under
Section 20 of IFA in respect of
Chattarpur and Rangpuri villa-
ges (Phase 1) covering 96.16 hec-
tares was issued in January 2022

in compliance with the NGT
judgment dated January 15, 2021
The draft notification for the
remaining 3,287.06 hectares of
Phase 1 was submitted to the
Delhi government on April 3,
2025," said the submission.

“The department is now inthe
process of completing all formal-
ities for issuance of the final Sec-
tion 20 notification for Phase 1,
limited to encumbrance-free
land under its possession, which
shall be completed within the
next two months,” the submis-
sion added, secking a time of two
months from the tribunal for the
same.

In 1996, only the initial notifi-
cation under Section 4 of IFA
was carried out.

However, only the final notifi-

Notification of Southern Ridge
sans fresh ground verification

Privangi.Agarwal@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A week after announcinga six-
maonth on-ground verification plan for 12
south Delhi villages before finalising the
Southern Ridge notification, Delhi govt
has reversed its position. The forest de-
partment has now informed the National
Green Tribunal that it will proceed direct-
Iy with the nefification, abandoning the ve-
rification process for these villages. The
amicus in the case previously highlighted
that govt had sufficient time, noting that
morethanfour vearselapsed since NGT re-
quested the Southern Ridge notification,

TOI had reported that the final notifica-
tion wnder Section 20 for the full protection
of the Ridge has been pending for 31 years
now. The initial notification under Sectiond
of the Indian Forest Act was issued in 18684,
declaring it as a reserved forest. However,
the Section 4 notification should be follo-
wed by notification under Section 20 of the
Indian Forest Act which is yet to be done.

Based on a plea filed by activist Sonva
Ghosh, NGT, in an order dated Jan 15,
2021, directed Delhigovt through the chi-
ef secretary toensure the Section 20 noti-
fication within three months in respect
of thearea where there isnocontroversy,
However, Ghosh (iled an executive appli-
cation in 2024 secking compliance with
the NGT's 2021 order.

The forest department earlier told
NGT that it would conduct the final Sec-
tion 20 notification of the Southern Rid-
ge, spread over 6,200 hectares, in three
phases. The tribunal on July 4 observed
that though substantial time has elap-

The forest department earlier told
NGT that it would conduct the final
Section 20 notification of the
Southern Ridge, spread over 6,200
hectares, in three phases

sid, the notification even in respect of
Phase I has not been issued.

In a report dated July 23, the principal
chiel conservator of forests (PCCF) told
NGT that a ground verification of 3,287
hectares, spread over 12 villages, will bedo-
ne by Jannext vearas partof Phasel, After
the ground verification is carried out toen-
sure that these villages are encumbrance-
free, the final notification under Section 20
of the Indian Forest Act will be issued for
these 12 villages, the PCCF's report said.

Objecting to the report of PCCE the
amiecus told NGT ina hearing dated July
25 that issiing the notification under
Section 20 in the three months' time gi-
ven by the tribunal in the Jan 2021 order
for areas where there is no controversy
(Phase 1) has elapsed,

However, in the hearing taking placeon
July 31, the bench headed by Justice Pra-
kash Shrivastava observed, "Learned Co-
unsel appearing for Delhi govt and PCCF
has submitted that a decision has been ta-
Ten that no grovnd verification will be do-
ne for issuing the final notification under
Section20 inrespeet of Phasel.”

Govi sought time to submit a fresh ti-
meline for issuing the final notification
in respect of Phase 1. The matter will be
heard on Aug7.

cation under Section 20 grants
full protection to the Ridge.

Under Phase 2, the depart-
ment plans to notify more than
1,500 hectares of additional land
which are free of encroachments
but are tied up in court cases.

In the third phase, the
remaining forest land will be
taken up.

On July 23, the forest depart-
ment had said it would carry out
on-ground verification of 3,287
hectares of land across 12 villa-
ges in south Delhi by January
next yvear before issuing the final
notification.

However, on July 31, the
department told NGT that it
would skip on-ground verifica-
tion and proceed directly with
the final notification.
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Pruning Dilemma: Fear Is At The Root Of It

Civic Agencies Tread With Caution, Struggle To Balance Court Orders And Public Safety
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HC pulls up MCD, PWD for
inaction over tree pruning

Shruti Kakkar

shrubl kakkar@hind ui  antime L. oom

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High
Court on Wednesday expressed
displeasure and pulled up the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) and Public Works
Department (PWD) for delayed
pruning of trees in southwest
Delhi’s Dwarka, causing inci-
dents of fallen trees and dam-
age to life and property during
MONS00N.

The court was acting on a
plea filed by a resident of
Dwarka, who highlighted the
authorities’ failure to adhere to
the Delhi Forest Department's
standard operating procedure
(SOP) for tree pruning.

Notably, the SOP issued by
the government on May 2 man-
dates agencies such as the
MCD, PWD, Central Public
Works Department {CPWD).
Archaeological Survey ol India
(AS]), and Delhi Cantonment
Board to carry out tree prun-
ing.

In his plea, the resident had

AFTER A MAN'S
DEATH IN KALKAJI
DUETO A TREE
FALL, HC ORDERED
TREE SURVEY IN 10
DAYS TO IDENTIFY
PRUNING NEEDS

argued that this negligence was
leading to the fall of dead bran-
ches and tree parts, resulting in
damage to life and property,
and obstructing the roads and
footpaths.

Referring to the recent death
of a 50-year-old man in south
Dethi's Kalkaji due to falling of
a massive tree¢ during mon-
soon, a bench comprising chief
justice DK Upadhyay and jus-
tice Tushar Rao Gedela
directed the authorities to con-
duct a survey in Dwarka within
10 days and identify trees that
need pruning. Further, the civie
bodies are asked to complete
the pruning work within four
weeks.

On August 14,2 Neem tree
got uprooted and fell on a man
and his daughter during heavy
showers. The two were on a
bike. While the daughter got
severely injured, the man sue-
cumbed to his injuries.

“We have lost a life. What
¢lse can be more eye-opening
for the MCD? Photographs filed
with the PIL clearly depict that
immediate attention of the
authorities is called for pruning
the trees and cutting dead
parts, This shows that authori-
ties, especially MCD and PWD
who maintain the roads and
footpaths have not been dis-
charging their duties under the
S0P," the order stated.

“It is common knowledge
that during monscons, when
there are heavy rains, several
incidents of falling trees caus-
ing damages to life and prop-
erty are reported. The facts as
discussed above warrant the
authorities toact promptly and
follow the SOP.”

The matter would be next
heard on October 29,

August 2025
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Tree care is not a luxury

Bhavreen
LENLLET

ast week, vet another

heartbreaking  and

entirely preventable

tragedy struck Dethi
when a man and his daughter
were crushed by a falling tree
in Kalkaji, an incident that lays
bare the ongoing systemic fail-
ure to protect both urban trees
and the people who live among
them, This wasn't a tragic acci-
dent caused by nature; it was
the outcome of a system that
has turned its back on both
people and the environment.
Trees don't fall overnight. They
fall because we choke them,
ignore their distress, and refuse
to treat their health as a civic
responsibility.

Over a decade ago, in 2013,
the National Green Tribunal, in
an order issued a clear direct-
fve: no concrete construction
be permitted within one metre
of a tree's trunk, and that exist-
ing concretisation around trees
be removed Torthwith. This
order has been violated across
Delhi with impunity,

A walk through any Delhi
neighbourhood — Vasant
Vihar, Defence Colony, CR
Park, Janakpuri, or NCR cities
— exhibits the same pattern,
Tree roots are encased in con-
crete, choking under tiles, and
withering without moisture or
air. An audit by citizens in Vas-
ant Vihar revealed that over
80% of street trees are still con-
cretised. The forest department
recorded 31 violations affecting
over 600 trees in just thatarea
over the past three years. Yet,
despite citizen complaints,
court orders, and even con-
tempt notices, enforcement is
practically non-existent. Why is
it that when a tree collapses—
killing citizens due to official
negligence, violating court
orders, choking roots with con-
crete, or unscientific pruning —
no FIR is filed, no officer is held
liable, and no one is made to
answer for the loss of life?

What makes this warse is the
fact that Delhi was ordered by
the Hon'ble High Court in 2022
to deploy tree ambulances and
set up a tree discase surgery

< -

A 50-60-year-old neem tree in Kalkaji was uprooted and fell on

but an urgent necessity

commuters during heavy rainfall on August 14, SANCHIT KHANNAMT

unit to address the very risks
that led to this tragedy. Little is
known about their utilisation.
Pruning is carried out by
untrained workers who hack
off branches without under-
standing the biology or stability
of the tree. In fact, mindless
pruning or lopping often shifts
a trec’s weight off-balance,
making it far more vulnerable
to collapse during storms and
heavy rains. Concrete tiles are
laid around trunks for aesthetic
convenience, suffocating the
roots, When these trees col-
lapse, the blame is shifted to
heavy rains or the age of the
tree, never to the years of abuse
it endured silently, This is not
just a Delhi problem. Across
India’s cities, we continue to
treat trees as obstacles to devel-
opment rather than integral
parts of urban infrastructure.
The result is the same: weak-
ened, unstable trees that can-
not withstand winds or storms,
increasingly common in our
changing climate, This mon-
soon alone, over 350 trees have
fallen in Delbi. And every one
of themn was a warning sign.
We are in the middle ofa cli-
mate emergency. Trees cool
our cities, absorb carbon,
reduce food risk, and sustain
biodiversity. A recent study
showed that shaded parks in
Delhi are up to 20 degrees
cooler than surrounding con-
crete areas. Yet, weare actively
reducing the resilience of our
cities by neglecting tree health.
We pour crores into plantation
drives, yet spend nothing on

maintaining the trees we
already have. Our cities desper-
ately need trained arborists,
routine tree health audits,
maobile tree care units, and
strict enforcement of de-con-
cretisation norms. These are
not luxuries; they are urgent
necessities.

Citizens have done their
part. From filing PILs to map-
ping trees and documenting
violations, the public has raised
the alarm for years. But unless
authorities face legal and finan-
cial consequences for their fail-
ure, nothing will change.
Accountability must go beyond
lip service, Officers who ignore
NGT orders and allow illegal
concretisation must be prose-
cuted for contempt and negli-
gence. Every tree that falls due
to such a violation is not just an
environmental loss; it is a civic
crime. So is it fair to call ita
“tragedy”? Not really, more like
“viplation™ that must not be
brushed aside as just another
unfortunate incident. [t should
be the last siraw. We cannot
allow this cycle of neglect,
silence, and death to continue.
Trees are living beings. They
are part of our community, our
climate, and our collective
future. The question is no
longer whether we care about
trees. The question is whether
we care enough to hold those in
power accountable for failing
to protect them, and us.

Bhavreen Kandheri is an advocate
Sor environmental righis. The
vigws expressed are personal
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‘Number OT’ tree causing ‘security hindrancein

VVIP route’ in Parliament, to be transplanted soon

TI'EE' locatﬁ'd at Sihver Trumpet tree or Tobebuia spected onJuly 21 o checkifa  earliest as perprocedure.” and in case ol violation of any
Argenteais known for its bright transplantabonis necessany. The Followang the requeest, the  terms and conditions, the per-

G&j Dwar. often vellow flowers Itisthe lone tree a reewasfoundiobe obsiructing  Central  Public  Works  mission issued will be with-
¥ standing near the gate, The Dells / the VVIP route, Department{(PWD)appliedfor  drawn withimmediate effect.”

used hy PM Forest department gave the nod Initsorder, theForest depart-  permission and deposited a se- The CPWD has been asked to
totransplantit inanorder dated ment noted, .0t was found  curity amountef Rs57.000with  plant 10 native saplings — in-

July 30 after the SPC flagged the that the tree & causingsecunty  theDelhi Foregtdepartment. The  cuding Neem, Amaltas, Peepal

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE  related riskearlier in the month, hindrance in the VVIP outein  nod to transplant it has been  and Bargac — at the site and

NEWDELHL AUGUST23

THE TRANSPLANTATION of a
tree at the G Dwar, one of the
six gates at Parliament often
used by  Prime Minister
Marendra Modi, is expected oon
alter the Special Protection
Group{(SPG) Magged security
concerns, said officials
Marked as “Number 01°, the

The transplantation has not
yet started and is expected tobe-
£in soon. As per sources, the
work could not be taken up
while the Mensoon Session of
the Padiament was underway,

The tree, aboul seven years
obd, will be moved to Prerna
Sthal, which houses statues of
national leaders, inside the
Parliament comphex

The Sitver Trumpettnee

According to Forest depart-
ment officials, the site was in-

Parliament House, New Delhiand
the SPG also reqwsln(l fortrans-
plantation for the same tree”
Inanofficial communication
on July 16, the Pardiament
SecuritySenvice had undedined,
“As requested by the SPG, atroe
near Gaj Dwar, Parliament
House, is causing security hin-
drance in the WIP Route which
miay kindly be remaoved at the

granted under Section 9 of the
Delhi Preservation of Trees Act,
1994, The department has said
that this is the only tree ap-
proved for transplantation.
The order stated,
“Transplantation of any tree
apart from "Number 01" tree by
the User Agency shall constitute
an  offence under Delhi
Presemvation of Trees Act, 1994

maintain them for seven years,
I';_!n:hs.'lp]jn!c il l'u,-gm-ia_@m:l,
andd annual progress reports will
havetobe fed. i the plantation
fails, theForest Department will
raise the missing saplings from
the secunty deposit.

A senior forest official told
The Ineficrn Express, "Itis anomal
procedure. All the rules peed 1o
b follovwed by the agencies.”

BILL IN LOK SABHA MONDAY

Jan Vishwas 2.0: Improvement
notice concept for first offence

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI AUGUST 16

THE CENTRE is set to introduce
the Jan Vishwas Bill(Amend ment
of Provisions } Bill, 2025 in Lok
Sabha Monday, which among
dozens of changes invarious laws
will have a new concept of “im-
provement notice” instead of
penalty for first offence, The
Indian Express has leamnt.

The Bill, cleared by the Union
Cabinet earlier thisweek, is aimed
atamending certain enactments
for decnminalising and rational-
ising offences to enhance trust-
based governance for ease of liv-
ing and domg business.

In her Budget speech on
February 1,2025, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said, "Our government will now
bring the Jan Vishwas Bill 2.0to0
decriminalise more than 100

$TheIndian EXPRESS

provisions invarious laws.”

In the proposed Bill, itis learnt
that a new provision has been
added to define the “improve-
ment notice"and to make itappli-
cable to muliiple sections. This
marks a shift from the “penalise
onfirstdetection” approach offan
Vishwas 1.0 (enacted into law in
2023) o an “infom- corred-pe-
nalise” model inJan Vishwas 2.0
(the 2025 Bill }and aligns with the
government's objective of pro-
moting ease of doing business and
trust-based regulation, while
maintaining deterrence for re-
peated violations, said a source,

As per the proposed amend-
ments, no penalty will be im-
posed forfirst offenceand anim-
provement notice will be served
mstead, mving an opportunity to
rectify the non-compliance
within a stipulated period, it is
learnt. Penalties apply from sec-
ond offence onwards, and the

amount will be thesameasitwas
for firstoffence in Jan Vishwas 1.0
Fines will increase for subseguent
offences, subject to a maximum
cap depending on the Sections.

Thisstructure retains full de-
criminalisation while adding a
formal improvement notice
mechanism to encourage volun-
tary compliance before financial
sanctions are applied, thereby
reducing fear of punitive action
for minor, uninte ntional mis-
takes, said a source,

in his Independence Day
speech Friday, PM Narendra Modi
said, “In our country, there are
such laws that can put people in
jail for very small things — you
would be shodked. Moonehasre-
allypaid attentiontothem. Thave
beenpursuing this, because these
unnecessary laws that putour
country's citizens behind bars
should be abolished. We had in-
troduced a Billin Parliament ear-

Sun, 17 August 2025
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/77970244

lier, and we have brought it again
this time”

Earlier the government had
enacted the Jan Vishwas
(Amendment of Provisions ) Act,
2023 todecriminalise several of-
fences under various laws. Forin-
stance, Section 41 of the Food
CorporationsAct, 1964 wasomit-
ted bythe Act.As per the original
provisions of Section 41, the use
of FCT's name in any prospectus
oradvertisement without its con-
sent m writing, was punishable
with imprisonment for a term
whichmay extend to six months,
orwith fine whichmaygo up to
$1.000, or both.

However, it was removed by
the JanVishwasAd. Similariy, the
provision of imprisonment up o
&months was remaoved fromthe
Section 33of the Indian Forest Act,
1927 for tree fellingor damage
caused by cattle in protected
forests, and 3500 fine was kept

8
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You still can’t ‘fly over’ Anan

Anindya.Chattopadhyay
@timesofindia.com

he trees that once
T blocked Anand

Vihar flyover's
apening are history — but
their replacements, heaps
of barricades and debris,
continue to choke traffic.
Inaugurated by the then
CM, Atishi, in Dec 2024,
the three-lane stretch
has effectively shrunk to
a single lane, thanks to
cement blocks dumped
carelessly along the
carriageway. Ironically, the
same barricades that once
eircled the trees remain in
place, long after the forest
hurdle was cleared.

Side ramps and the prom-
ised footpath, delaved earlier
due to lack of clearances, re-
main incomplete too, leaving
the 100-crore project looking
half-done. Planned in 2019
to ease jams on Road No, 56,
the flyover faced one delay

TREE GONE, DEBRIS STAYS

after another — from the
pandemic to the “deemed
forest” tag. Now, even
with the structure open,
motorists say the ride feels
anything but smooth.
There was no response
from PWD to TOI queries.

d Vihar

Photos: Anindya Chattopadhyay

NGT orders action
on illegal tree felling
in Yamuna Vihar

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: National Green Tribunal has asked
the tree officer (north) to take prompt action after
a plea was filed alleging illegal felling of trees in
Yamuna Vihar. Theapplicantclaimed that a comp-
laint was filed on June 15, but no action was taken.

He alleged that the occupier of a building in Ya-
muna Vihar indulged in the illegal felling of a tree,
which collided with two neighbouring trees, resul-
ting in its felling. A trench was allegedly dug next to
thetree, causingittofalland damaging the othertwo.

"Thoughacomplaintdated Junelswasmadeto
the Deputy Conservator of Forests(North), Delhi,
no action has been taken till now. If a complaint is
made to the tree officer, he is required to take expe-
ditious action against the violators of the provi-
sions of the Tree Act and ensure the protection of
the tree," observed the bench headed by Justice
Prakash Shrivastava, directing the tree officer to
consider the complaint as per provisions of the
Delhi Preservationof Trees Act.

August 2025
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Haryana Defines Forests For First Time

Govt Says It’s As Per Apex Court-Directed Dictionary Meaning, But Riders Narrow Scope

Ipsita.Pati @ timesodingia.com

Gurgaon: Haryana govt has,
for the first time, codifbed what
it considers "l'-m'm as per die-
thonary meaning”, Inying tho
foundntion for botter fmple:
mentafion of  enviranmioent
Lawess thant henve been ndTectied Iy
amblgainy aboa this basie pre-
mise. But the state's definition
is narrawer than the frame of
reference directsd by Suprome
Court in 2 1996 ruling and con:
tins riders thal coubd lewe
olit ol the deflnition’s ambit
large mreas the same environ:
it s soel to prodect.

According toa notifieation
issued on Ay 18 by the state's
forest, environwment amd wibd:
lifie lepartmient, land parcels
of at beast 5 hectanes b isola
thom ar two hectares of forests
adljoining notified forests gua.
lify as ‘forest’ if hove mini-
muam canopy density of 0.4, or
4% of the laowd in question

Effectively, this means
that tanall patches of forests,
Aravall hillocks with lew den-
sity vegetathon, serublands,
grazslands and communiiy
common lands will not be con-
shibered s forests”,

Thie stiti's Criterun expll
clily exclude Liwear comprct
and agro-forestry planiations,
and orehards bevond notifked
forest areas, mogandless of the

Irskee or density E. 7 afl
linear plantations ave roadsi-
de grecn beits, Compact fio-
rests nre smaller areas with
tlenise grevnery

“Governor of Harsana is
phssed o dofine tho oxpres:
siom ‘Forest os por dictlonary
miming for the ate ol Hay-
i as follews: A patch of Land
shall be deemexd to be forest as
per dictionary meaning if it
fulfils the following ocondi-
tioms Firstly it hasaminimum
arvaol Shockires, if it b in s
Enticms; mid o ot bnbmem area of
two hictares, I 1 B bncontlgu-
Ity with govi-notifed fovests
Secondly it hnsacanopy densi-
ty of 0 4or more. Providoed thae,
all  limoar/compact agro-fio-
restry  plantations and  or
chards situnfed owtside the
govt-notified forests shall not
be treated as forest wnger the
alsove definition,” the notifiea-
tion signed by Anand Mohan
Sharam, additionalchiel secre
¥ fenvironmant, frests and
wildlifish, real.

Haryana's definitbon, for-
mexd six decales after
the stote came into exisience,
is marmower than the principle
dhefined by Sugeremie Court in
its landmark niling in the
193 TN Godsnrman vs
Unionof India case,

The agex court had said
that foredts must be recogni-

‘op court, in its 1996
TH Godavarman
vs Urdon of india
case, emphasised
oA agplication
of ‘dicticnary
meaning af
forests” = which
means all areas =
that meet the
characteristics
of forests must
b protected

Its status in gowt recon

Definition of forest as per SC

under the Forest (Conservation) Act.
regardiess of the land' ;smmmm or

CANOPY CRITERION TOO HIGH FOR HRY: EXPERTS
Haryana’s criteria for “forest by
dictionary definition’

Puits the felfowing fwo condifons for necognising farests:

B on componeson
forestarea (DR contiguous with 2 nouified

in isolation

forest in govt records

These forests must have canopy density of at
lpast 0.4, which means at least 40% of the |
ground should be covened by tree crowns

l Whal this excludes | Scrublands, grassiands,
sirip forests, low vegetation forests,

plantations, orchards, patches of agro-forestry
vegetation, small groves, common lands

Experis say the stale's definilion woold excivde mast of the Arvvalls thai don't bvve amy
legal cover as the bill range is naturally a ‘semi-arid” forest

sed according fo the ‘dictiona-
v myeaning of forest’ - meriie-
rion thit means amy area with
chamcleristics  of  forests
miust be protected under the
Forest  (Conservation) Act,
rogardiessal the lnnd's status
ingovi records.

This concept, which came

tobe known as ‘deemed forest”,
widened thescope of FOA and
allowed protection of all such
groenareasfirom urbanbstion
and deforestation.

Experts an Tuesday sabil
thegtate'sdefinition wonkl lea-
ve out a lagechunk of Arava-
1is from petting the legal cover

“This definition doesn’t
even ednsider the ground rea-
lities that are unlgue to the
state. Aravalis are majordy
sortib farest anmd have 2 e
iy denaity of 10% to20%, This
delnition won't even profect
the habitat of Haryanu's state
bird black franeolin and stite

mnimn)  blackbuck  becaase
these species live n grass-
lamds. This will only lenefit
the builder lobby" said MD
Sinha, retired conservator of
Forests, Haryana {south).

Forest anndysi  Chetan
Agarwal, meanwhile, bashing
the state’s definktion, sald“it
g o pdey that Haryana fas
blindly followed the lead of s1a-
teslihe Goa in choosing amini-
mum threshold of 40% forest
enanopy cover o identify on
e a5 4 clesmed forest, A be
&t i the Aravali hilis, open o
st with 10e<40% crnopy o
vor and serul (-10% cover) o
tegorics shoubd have beenrea-
ted as forest as per dictionory
meaning. This decision opens.
up the Arwadis 10 the mvages
of wrikmkition and mining.”

Protecting the Avavalis ts
eritical m just for the siate,
bt most of nerth-west India.
The anclent hill mnge is the
only barrier that stops the
That dessert from oxpanding
townitds the platns, It is alss
heme 1o & rich and wabgue di-
versity of Norwand fnann

The exercise to come up
wiith a delinition of forests as
per dictionary meaning was
ontered by Supreme Coart,
which on Mareh 4 directet all
sinites and union territories o
Idemtify forests to prevent the
lozs of green cover

Haryana defines forest, ‘as per dictionary’

Activists says this
could exclude most of
the state’s remaining
Aravalli forests from
legal protection

Hitender Rao

Prao @ an et com

CHANDIGARH: Haryans hos
taken the extracrdinary step of
defiming what constes a “dic-
Honary meaning” of forest. 18
manthsafter the Supreme Court
reiterated its December 1996
order asking the stozes 1o iden-
tily forests using that very
phrase’s broad interpretation.
In a notification issued on
August 1B, the stale government
dhefined the expresion “forest m
per dictionary meaning” with
restrictive technical criterta that
environmental activisis say
coublcxclude most of thestate's
remaining Armvalli fore:

ﬁedulhlll}nn nqulrﬁhrﬂlmlnhaw:nﬂrﬂmncmw
hectares if’

GHEEH COVER

er ul il oF twe
hmnmiumlwdiylup\mmmmumwm L]
maunity forest fands.on which the  dictionary meandng of the 1erm

provizions of the Van (Sanrak-
shan Evarm Sammvardhan) Adhin-
Rymumy, R98TL, will be mnde apgplica:
ble. “Sincea definition i In place

Il protection
The definition requires forest
areas 10 lave a mdnimum con-
opy density of 40% and cover at
least five heetanes iF isclated, or
two hectares in contiguily e
vernment-notified foreses, Tt
owever excluded all Hnear,
comract, agro-foresiry planty-
thons and erchards situaed
ouiside the government notificd
[orests,

now, the state government
Wkl consTituee an expert com-
miee 1o khentify the forestareas
In the stnte as per the newly
ibefined dictionary meaning ori-
terin,” said o forest official. The
repost will be submicted to the
central government which will
place it before the Supreme
Court.

The defi coined by the
state government would
thee wy Tior bdentification of for-
st as per the dictionary megn-
ing. This will facilitate prepara-
thon of a consolidated record.
including the forest like aneas
icdemaified by on expert commit-
tecconstituied for this purpose,
unclassed forest lands or com-

Apex court ashed Nlr“.r
forests in 1996

irrespective of the ownership
and classification. The Haryana
government however did not
o up with adictionary men-
ing ol the forest all thes: years.
The apex court while hearing
anpther petition (Ashok Kumar
Sharma v/'s Unlon of lndia) esca
lnterd pressune on stales ticom-
Py walth the boosd foness definl-
tion, The chalicnge in this case
arose becaise the Forest Conser-
wation (amendment) Act 2023

The Suprems Court :&Lj im s
121996, j in

T Godavarman case had refn-
terprited the Farest Conservar
tion Act, 1980, 1o include within
s scope notonly forestsas men-
toned In government record but
Al areas that are [orests in the

han} Rules, 2023 required oll
SEALE GOVECTINENLS 10 prepare a
consolidated record of such
lands, including the forest like
arcas identified by the expert
committee constituted for this
i, dinclassed forest lands
or community forest lands on
which the provisions of the K80
Actshall be made applicable.
“We find that once an exer-
cise, a5 required to be done
under Bule 16 (1) is completed, it
will lead to resolution of momy
fsspes. [t is thus necessary that
alll stafe governments make an
earnest cffort to complete the
=il exerciss within o stipulated
period. While doing so, they
wiotld also be boand 1o follow
the SCgwidelines of July 6, 200
order in Lafarge case which

will dheal o blow to the Aravalll
Forests, especially the 40% can-
opy density requirement for a
reglon that has nawmrally
widapted to dry conditdons with
scrub and open forestcover.

“Even Asola Bhatti wildlife
sanctuary in Delhi Amvallis and
comtiguous o Gurgaon and Farl-
dabad Aravallis would not meet
this high threshold. The mind-
i area threshold of two amd
five hectares is abo unreasona-
Bily high For stich o dry state and
should have been kept ot and 2
hectores mespectively.” inde-
pendenit forest analyst Chetan
Agarwal sl

Agarwal explained that while
the northern Shivallks recelve
1000-E200mmm. of anaual rainall,
the Aravallis in the south
and west get just J0-G00mm
anvienlly. “This bew rainfal and

et e mandated creation of u GIS
:wﬂ#x, llmdmslulswpm datatuse,
1 inter ally

m’ﬁz‘,ﬂ‘““wh the districtwise detalls of the

Seume: i State
of Forest Aeport 2023

case the definition of forest has
1o be understood in the diction-
ary sense did Section 1A of the
Van {Sanrakshan Evam Sam-

location and baundary of each
phot of land that may be defined
ax forest for the purpose of the
Forest Conservition Act, the

e rocky terrain crentes tough
conlitions for growah of the Ara-
wallis forests and therefore the
Amvalll vegetation kas adapted
over millions of years into o
stunted growih of thorny aind

care, buffer and nsiLive
zoneof the protected areas con-
sl futed as per the provisions of
he Wild Life (Protection) A,
1972, the Importan migratory
corridors for wikdlife and forest
lamd diverted for nonforest pur-
pose in the past in the district.

dry and scrub
foress mndldnﬂs_ “At least in
the Arovalli bills the open forest
0409 movall seru b {0 K0P ) et
orbes should hove been treated
asforestas per dictionary mean:
g and 10% should have been
the threshold in the rest of the
stabe,” Agarwal snkd.

“Thee decision tokeepsuch a
high threshold of forest cover of
A4 will furher exclude much
of the g d forest of

woukd have legalised oll forest  vardhon) Adhindyam, 1980, {s  The dighnl toposheets of Sureey
diversions between 1980 and  likely toncstrict the definitionof — of India. the Forest cover maps
1996, while stripping prowection forest and cxchude theaforesaid — prepared by the Forest Sunvey of
from unrecorded forests. category of fosest, as understiood  India in preparation of the suc-
The rsain grievance radsed by in acconlance with the diction-  cessive stuse of fores and
I|IL‘ petitioners in the Ashok  ary sense. from theambitofthe  the conditions stipulaced (nthe
thatthe Forest  Forest Consepvation Act, 1980, approvals eecorded under the
Conscreation (nmendment) Act, Forest Conservation Act for each
m&m;anm»ldumhg:hr Rules require states to case of diversion of forest land in
iticm of fomest s defi prep: fidats e dbsarict will also be part of
SC in its Decermber 12, 1996,  record of forest land’ the proposed dedsion support
order. They contended that as  TheSCsald that rube 16 (T of Van  daiabase.”
per the order in Godsvarman  (Sanrakshan Evam § d The:! fam, aectivist

the Arwvallis Fom the prodective
embrace of the Forest Conserva-
tlon Actand may facilitatcopen-
g them b :;l:‘ﬁl:m\&gd af the
licences Grrnwn andl Country
Planning and Mining depart-
ments and their clients.” Agar-
il sald,
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Why environmentalists have criticised Haryana govt's definition of ‘forest’

WARNOER BHATIA
CHARDIIARY AUGIA T

nlE!MﬂN:ummmsm,-ﬁ
Tty defioed whai thevend eed” meam
il oy that Ehe ks defindon i
aligred with Judicidespocsions™ Bubes
ety e deiticiid i B g
sy el b e exmdogrcaly e
siiive Asaalli ridge valnerabie taiiegal
g el ol et endsachsmeent,

Haryana's definition
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Expert panel suggests green nod
for 3,097 MW Arunachal project

NIKHIL GHANEKAR
NEW DELHIL AUGUSTT1

AN EXPERT panel of the Union
Environment Ministry has rec-
ommended environmental
clearance for the 3,087 MW
Etalin hydroelectric project in
Arunachal Pradesh’s Dibang val-
ley, as perminutes of the panel's
July 30 meeting.

Etalin is a large run-of-river
project on the Dri and Tangon
Riversand involves construction
of concrete gravity dams to di-
vert water through two separate
waterway systems.

The Dri River, after meeting
Mathun, flows downstream and
is joined by Tangon near Etalin
village, whereitis called Dibang
River, as per details recorded by
the Expert Appraisal Committee
(EAC) on hydroelectric and river
valley projects.

The project will involve di-

version of 1,175 hectares of
prime sub-tropical pine, wet
evergreen, semi-evergreen,
montane wet temperate, and
moist alpine scrub forest and an
estimated 2.7 lakh trees will be
felled.

“The EACafter examining the
information submitted and de-
tailed deliberations, reiterated its
earlier recommendation on the
project and recommended the
proposal for grant of prior envi-
ronmental clearance to the
Etalin hydroelectric projectinan
area of 1175.03 hectares,” the
EAC said, as per minutes of its
meeting.

The project will be developed
by the Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam
(SJVN) Ltd. The EAC had recom-
mended clearance for the proj-
ectin 2017,

However, it was placed be-
fore the panel again for appraisal
as the ministry’s norms mandate
thatif the project’s environmen-

tal impact assessment data is
over three years old, it has to be
referred back to EAC.

Several Schedule-1 species,
granted highest protection un-
derlaw,such asred panda, leop-
ard, asiatic black bear, clouded
leopard, tiger are found in the
upper reaches of Dibang valley,
as pera biodiversity study of the
Wildlife Institute of India (WII ).

Overlooking its own previous
concerns, the forest advisory
committee of the environment
ministry had granted in-princi-
ple forest clearance for the proj-
ect in May, using Wil study as a
basis to gauge impact on wildlife.
Conservationists have in the past
panned the W1l study for its lim-
ited study period.

Though the WII study did not
record the presence of tigers in
the project area, the study itself
had said that tiger presence and
movement in the project area
cannot be ruled out.

reaserisly by for sy 4 fry state and
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4 youths cling to
tree, escape being
swept away to Pak

NDRF, Army In
Dramatic Punjab
Rescue Ops

Times News NETWORK

Bathinda/Chandigarh/

Gurdaspur: A dramatic res-
cue unfolded on the flooded In-
dia-Pakistan border Wednes-
day as an NDRF team raced to
save four youngsters, includ-
ing a 16-year-old boy, elinging
toa eucalyptus tree while sur-
rounded by raging floodwater.

The boy had been swept
away by foodwater at Fazil-
ka's Teja Rohella village, sit-
uated on the Zero Line, Three
youngsters tried to save him
but all four were sweptaway in
the current. They would have
been swept into Pakistan but
for the eucalvptus tree, which
they clung to for dear life.

A fortnight ago, villagers
had banded together to pull
back a boat that was being
swept into Pakistan.

Even as the border rescue
was on, 300km away in Gur-
daspur, it was touch and go for
about 400 students and 40
staff members of a residen-
tial school as floodwater inun-
dated the ground floor. All of
them clambered to the first
floor and watched with trepi-
dation as the floodwater con-
tinued to rise, Rescue teams
from Army and NDRF sped to
the school on boats and car-
ried them to safety.

Following heavy rainfall

students and 40 staff members of
a residential school in Gurdaspur

and release of dam water, Ja-
wahar Navodaya Vidvalayvain
Daburi was  inundated.
Though Punjab govt has or-
dered all schools shut till Aug
30 due to flood fears, all stu-
dents of the boarding school
Were oIl campus.

Heavy rainfall added to
Punjab's flood fears, particu-
larly in border districts of
Ampritsar, Pathankot, Gurdas-
pur and Tarn Taran. Punjab
recorded 243% excess rainfall
in a 24-hour period — 14.4mm
against the usual 4.2mm. The
entireregionisbeing pounded
by rain, Haryana recorded
247% excess rain and Hima-
chal Pradesh 118%.

Punjab CM Bhagwant
Mann deployed his govt heli-
copter for flood relief efforts
after witnessing first-hand
the plight of residents. “The
people who gave our party 92
seats and gave me the services
of the helicopter, lam handing
it over to them,"” Mann said.

{ GREAT NICOBAR PROJECT }

Centre didn’t comply
with NGT order: Plea

Jayashree Nandi

lettershirdu tanbines com

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
mient has not complied with the
National Green Tribunal's (NGT)
Apeil 3, 2023 order on revisiting
the deficiencies in the environ-
mental ciearance granted 1o the
Great Nicobar Holistic Develop-
ment project. a petitioner chal-
lenging the groen nod tothe key
project has claimed before NGT,

In a 39-page detailed submis-
sionmadeon July 24 by petition-
er-environmentalist  Ashish
Kothari safd the objective of this
applicatbon is toseck the enforoe-
ment and implementation of the
lawr. The petitioner highlighted
that the three terms of reference
for the NGT-appointed high-pow-
ered committee (HPC) were not
met — specifically refated to coml
transplantation. cnvironmental
bascline data collection and
review coastal regulation zone
(CRZ) boundaries of the proposed
port project,

On April 3, 20023, NGT dirceted
that dearance dated Novernber 1L
2022 be revisited in the light of
“sume unanswerey deficiencies™
pointed out by the appellants
which need to be addressed. "By
wiy of instance, it is polnted ow
that ot o 20,668 coral colonics,
16,150 are proposed 1o be translo-
cated without any mention of
threat to the remaining 4,518
coral colonies. It is pointed out
that ICRZ Regulations prohibit
destruction of corls, Further,
data collected for impact assess-
ment is only of one scason as
against requirement of three sea-
sons. [t s alko shown that part of
the project is in the CRZ [A area
where Port is prohibited,” the
NGT had saic.

HT had reported on April 7,
023 that NGT had constinned a
high-powered committes, headed
by Undon environment ministry
secretary, to revisit the environ-
miental clearinge (EC) granted by
the ministry to the Great Nicobar
township and area development
project. Experts. howover, have
questioned how a subordinate
suthority hemded by the erviron-
ment secretary revisit the green
nod granted by its own ministry?

In the submission to NGT, the
petitioner has pointed ous that
several clauses of the Island
Coastal Regulaton Zone (ICRZ)
Notilication, 2019 and its annes-
ure prohibit the destruction of

The petitioner prayed ihat
eeologically sensitive areas be
excluded from project arens. ue

corals. Annexurc [ to the notific-
tien prohibits destruction of cor-
als, coral reefs and surrounding
areas and allows coral transplan-
tation activitics only when neces-
sary for regeneration after obtain-
ing permission under the Widlife
{Protection) Act, 1972 Activitics
like dredging and discharge of
ballast water are also prohiblted
in and around coral recls

“Even accordi ng o the
MoEFCC, the HIC has only looked
at the Zookgicnl Survey of India’s
{Z51) proposal to tmnskcate coml
colomies, and has agreed with the
recommendntion of ZS1. The
mandate of the law, the fact that
coral reelsane protectod and that
their translocation isnot permit-
ted by kaw ete. hine: not even been
comsidened by the HPC,” the sub-
missbon said.

Imponantly, the petitioner has
pointed aut that fringing coral
recfsaround the islend have been
marked clearly in the drafi ICRZ
coastal land use plans prepared
under the 2089 notification but
they ane nod there in the approved
land vse plans.

“Even according to the
MoEFCC, the Z50's report jiscll
states that 16,150 coral colonies
neod to be translocated due to the
port project. The ICRZ Notifica-
tion, 2019 does not permit such
transplantation to [oclitate or
clear the area for a port..” it
added.

It further clatmed that the sec-
ond aspeet of TOR was also not
met. “The MoEFCC and the HPC
have fiied tosce that the requine
ment of comprehensive EIA. Le,
an ELA based on three season daia
colloction, is manchted under the
ICRZ Notifleation, 2018 and the
ElA guldance manual lsell
requires dota collection of more
than one season..” [tsakd. adding

August 2025

that the survey of ecology and
biology was conductid bitween
Decermnber M and 22, 2000, and
the survey of leatherbacks was
comducted between February 12
and 18, 2021 and hence the season
was rot covered

Thethird ToR was to “Revicw
the boundaries of the port project
with respect 1o ICRZ Notification,
2009.° The tribunal in its April
2023 verdict has observed that 7it
is also shown that pan of the
project is in the CRZ 1A area
whene Portis prohibieed.”

The 2089 notification lsts man-
groves, corals and coral recfs, bio-
logically setive mud Nats, mrile
nesting grounds, nesting grounds
of hirds as CRZ 1A —ecologically
sensitive areas, "It is submited
that coral reefs, wrtle nesting
sites. megnpode (bird) nesting
Erounds, mangroves, cic. do not
and coanmot magicnlly disappear
o suit the convenlence of the
project proponent. it isshocking
that the HPC has relied only on a
repart of the NCSOM. the consuli-
ant of the project propanent, 1o
ocome Lo the conclusion that no
part o the project arca falls under
CRZIA," the submission said.

The petitioner abso prayed that
ecologically sensitive dreas be
excluded from project arcas.

“Unless this tribunal directs
the exclusion of admited CRZ 1A
areassuch s coral recds along the
coast, turtle nesting grounds,
megapode nesting grounds, bio
Iogically active mudflats etc. from
the project area, they will be con-
veried and destroyed,” it said,

The matter was heard by
NGT's eastern bench on July 24,
People aware of the matter sakd
additional solicitor general (ASG)
Abshwarya Bhati submitied that
the ministry did not violate any
law and was aware of the sensi-
tive nature of theisknd's environ-
mentand has ensured that sus
tainable development is achieved
while keeping in mind the strate-
fle requirements o ensure
natlonal security,

The hearing was adjourned
and the tribunal directed the
MoEFCC 1o produce the revised
lavout which exciudes all the
CREZIA arcas from the port,
according tolawyers. The matter
will be heard agaln on August 6.

ASG Bhai did not respond 1o
HT's request for a comment on
whether the mibnsary will be mak-
ing a submission on other con-
oemis radsed In the application.
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World’s highest bird death rates
at Thar Desert wind farms

Aross seven mulibseason ssirveys, Wildife Institute of India researchers searched for bird carcasses within a 150-m rddis
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{ DEFINING A FOREST }
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Criteria tweak ‘cuts’ Assam forest by 99%

Jayashree Nandi

I'rrn cmnmdnd that seven new
ing blocks adfacent

letiers@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: A retired forest offi-
cinl has flagged how Assam’s
restrictive technical eriteria to
definewhat isa forest led 1o 99% of
acknowledged woodland —
roughly 1153 of LIGS hectares —in
Dima Hasao region to bestripped
of forest safeguards.

The dramatic reduction.
detailed in a February Central
Em Conmittee report,
ocourred despite state autherities
acknowledging the area consists of
“unclassed state forest” with 20%
1o 7066 tree cover that “falls within
the definition of forest as per the
order of the Hon'ble Supreme
Courtof India.”

The revelation comes amid
growing concerns about states
undermining Supreme Court
arders through narrow defini-
tions. Earlier this week. Haryana
redefined the “dictionary mean-
ing” of forest with criteria that
activists say could exelude most of
thestate’s remaining Aravalli for-
ests from legal protection.

‘The Assam controversy relates.
o a project in Dima Hasao, ahill
district characterised by rugged
mountainous terrain and signifi-
cant natural forest cover. The
region is part of the North Cachar
Hills, Eallinig within a biodiversity-
rich 3
The Central Empowered Com-
mittee (CEC) of the Supreme
Court, while probing an applica-
tion by a cement company o
refund money paid for forest clear-
ance formalities, found that the

toits existing mlnc in Dima Hasao
did not require forest clearance,
The company had paid 35685 co-
resincompensatory alforestation
COSS, NeL Present vilue, ree oper-
ation costsand other foes for clear-
ing its original site as part of envi-
ronment protection regulations.

After plotting coordinates on
the emvironment minisery's Deci-
ﬂm&lm‘l&smn  the carmjany
found none of the praoposed new
blocks were classified as recorded
forest land. Concluding it had
unnecessarily obtained forest
clearance for its earlier mine, the
company sought a full refund of all
charges paid, along with accrued
interest

Restrictive 2022
definition applied

Atthe heartof these claims is Rule
Zﬂ)[e][ﬂolmcnsslmﬁccsm
sitle Forest (Sustainable Manage
ment) Rule, 2022, which states
that an area qualifies as forest only
if it constitutes "a continuous
patch of 10 hectares or more hav-
ing not less than 200 naturally
grown trees per hectare on an
average,” alongside reserved for-
ests and officially recorded forest
areas.

When the CEC visited the site in

Concerns are growing over
states' changing definitions.

ordered states to classify forests as
per the “dictionary meaning” of
the word, a ruling that meant

e forest
on the trees outside forest rules
and revenue records,” Yadava said,
acdding that the definition applies
statewide,

The case exposes stark contra-
dictions inofficial positions: Both
thedivisional forest officer and the
secretary of environment & forest
department told the CEC that the
mining area “Talls within the defi-
nition of Forest as per the orderof.
the Han'ble Supreme Court of
India” and consists of “Unclassed
State Forest™ under the Dima
Hasaio Division (West) in Haflong,

However, despite this acknowl-
edgment in a Junc 14, 2024
response, “nodocuments pertain-

itherand ismeant primarily
to exclude all but the most dense
forest cover with many young
trees, As they mature, the stems
per ha reduce over time,”

Agarwal drew parallels with
other states: “Recently Haryana
oo has come up with an extraor-
dinarily high minimum level of
0% forest canopy cover for an
area to be treatod gs a deemed for-
est. This threshold too will not be
mit by mostof the notified foress
in the state either, let alone the
potential deemed forest.”

The December 12, 1996 Goday-
arman judgment defined forests
brwdly ss any area fitting the “dic-
gxnnry meaning” regardless of

states had to follow broad, com- toUnd Forest were
mon-sense interp ion of the: d by either the Forest
word forests, Instead, special chief  Department or the Applicant,” the
secretary (forests) MK Yadavaand  CEC noted.
other officials proposed using the: The commitee then ulimately
202 definition. concluded that except for 1453
‘Theentire L168-hectare patchof — hectares, “the rest of the arca, ie.
unclassed forest coveringsixmine 1153 ha is not a forest and can be
areas was then surveyed using  wsed for mining without having to
drones, with only 1453 hectares  obtain forest clearance,”according
meeting the restrictiveree-count- o the retired forest official who
ing eriteria. “Therefore, the CEC analysed the case,
has given its finding/order that Farest analvst Chetan Agarwal
exceptfor the 1453 hafs a forest  said Assam’s approach reflectsa
the rest of thearea, fe LI53 hafs  troubling pattern across states,
not a forest and can be used for  “Assam has proposed a threshold
rnlnjngmlhum having to obtain  of 200 trees per hectare for identi-

" the former forest

September, 2024 and asked
Assam for its state expert commit-
tee report on deemed forests —as
required under the 1996 TN
Godavarman Supreme Court
order — the state government
failed to produce one. Earlier that
year, the Supreme Court had

official told HT, asking not to be
named.

Special chief secretary Yadava
confirmed to HT that the 2022
rules will now be applied state-
wide to classify forests, and thus,
environmental protections. “A
new state expert committee will

Fying deerned forests, This is a high
Ihresh.old particularly as small

ownership.
directing states to form expert
committees within a month to
identify such arcas,

The Forest Conservation
Amendment Act, 2023, notably
does not recognise “unrecorded
dheemed forests” as a protected ct-
egory, with theabjective of review-
ing and limiting the Supreme
Court’s 1996 verdict. Eleven retired
government officials and emviron-
mental activists successfully chal-
Tenged this amendment, keading 1o
an interim order reaflirming the
broad dictionary definition.

The Central Empowensd Com-
mittoe denied the cement com-
pany’s 56,85 crore refund

nott request, ruling
a l.ree while counting trees for  tial vegetation had already been
such purposes s amatterof prc-  removed from the eadier mining

tiee ofenumeration from atimber
perspective,” He noted that the
threshold “may not be met by
much of the officially notified for-

area, it was impossible to deter-
ming the original forest status
whien thelease was granted years
eartier.
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{ BUDDHA JAYANTI PARK } SC-APPOINTED PANEL

‘Act against CPWD for
illegal tree pruning’

Jasjeev Gandhiok

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court-
appointed Central Empowered
Committee (CEC) has recom-
mended action against the Cen-
tral Public Works Department
(CPWD) for installing under-
ground water tanks and pipe-
lines at the Buddha Jayanti Park
in the Central Ridge without tak-
ing requisite permissions.

In a new report, CEC esti-
mated that at least nine trees
were illegally pruned for such
construction work, and asked
the Supreme Court to direct
CPWD to restore this impacted
area by planting at least 90
indigenous trees species and
three concentric rows of at least
1,000 indigenous fruit bearing
trees and shrubs on the park’s
periphery this rainy season.

Among the other recommen-
dations were the development of
water bodies, the creation of a
nursery, rainwater harvesting, a
composting facility, labelling of
plants, and the preparation of an
inventory of birds and butterflies
as restorative and compensatory

measures for the violations, it
said in the report dated August
20.

The action comes on a plea
filed by the NGO “New Delhi
Nature Society”, which told the
court that it saw widespread
unlawful excavation and felling
of trees using earthmovers dur-
ing a visit to the park in April
2024. The petitioner had said
that the activity involved the fell-
ing or uprooting of several trees
and was undertaken without
obtaining any statutory clear-
ance under the Forest (Conser-
vation) Act, 1980. Following this,
the Supreme Court had issued a
notice to CPWD in May last year.

In response, CPWD had said
that due to increasing tourist
footfall and scarcity of irrigation
water, oral instructions were
issued in July 2023 by the Minis-
try of Housing and Urban Affairs
for ensuring adequate raw water
supply to sustain the greenery
and biodiversity of the park.

“CPWD said it proposed the
construction of two under-
ground tanks for the storage of
unfiltered irrigation water and
that work began in April 2024

with site clearance of dead vege-
tation and barricading of the
barren area,” the report said.

CEC carried out a ground visit
on August 16, also adding that it
analysed Google Earth images to
assess damage on-ground.,

“The ‘breaking of land'’ for the
construction of water storage
tanks constitutes a ‘non-forestry
activity' and undertaking such
work without the prior approval
of the central government is a
violation of the Van (Sanrakshan
Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam,
1980, said the report.

CEC said Google Earth imag-
ery further revealed that
between 2022 and 2024, exten-
sive excavation was undertaken,
resulting in the creation of two
large pits, clearance of ground
vegetation, and discernible dis-
turbance of tree cover.

“While large-scale felling of
mature trees is not evident,
undergrowth and small trees
were cleared, and lopping/prun-
ing of larger trees appears to
have been undertaken to facili-
tate excavation and construc-
tion,” the report said, adding that
nine trees were pruned.
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Panel Flags Violation Of Norms At
Buddha Jayanti Park, Seeks Action

Asks SC To Direct Officials To Restore Affected Area, CPWD Cites Oral Orders

garwal

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Central Empowe-
red Committee(CEC)of Supre-
me Court has recommended
action against CEFWD officials
for installing undergrotind wa-
ter tanks and associated pipeli-
nes in Buddha Jayvanti Park,
within the ecologically-sensiti-
ve Central Ridge Reserved Fo-
rest, without permission, It al-
so flagged the illegal pruning
of nearly nine trees.

CEC also asked the Supre-
me Court to direct CPWD to
restore theaffected area by un-
dertaking compensatory affo-
restation through the planta:
tion of 9 indigenous tree spe-
cies and the plantation of
three concentric rows, each
consisting of not less than
1,000 indigenous fruit-bearing
trees and shrubs along the
park’s periphery: It has also re-
commended the development
of water bodies, the creation
of a nursery, rainwater har-
vesting, a composting facility
the labelling of plants, and the
preparation of an inventory
of birdsand butterflies.

The case stems from a con-
tempt petition filed by the peti-
tioner—MNew Delhi Nature So-
ciety—in the apex court alle-
ging thatduring avisitin April
2024 to Buddha Jayanti Park,
which forms part of the Cen-
tral Ridge, large-sealeunlawful
excavation was witnessed. The
petitioner claimed the activity
involved the felling or uproo-
ting of several trees and was
undertaken without obtaining
any statutory clearance under
the Forest (Conservation) Act,
1880. Following this, Supreme
Court issued a notice to CPWD

VIOLATIONS FOUND AT
BUDDHA JAYANTI PARK

> Supreme Court's approval not
taken for installing underground
water tanks and pipelines. The
permission was needed because
the park falls in ridge area

» Construction of water storage
tanks constitutes a ‘non-forestry
activity'. Undertaking such work
without prior approval of Central
govt is a violation of the Van
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan)
Adhiniyam, 1980

> Nine trees were illegally
pruned in violation of the Delhi
Preservation of Trees Act, 1992

RECOMMENDATIONS TO plants to the public
SUPREME COURT > Labelling of all plants,
> To restore the affected area - and preparation of a

by undertaking compensatory detailed inventory of
afforestation through ¥ | resident and migratory

plantation of 90 indigenous  birds, butterflies, and

tree species other wild fauna present in
the park

> CPWD shall plant and

maintain three concentric » Creation of appropriate

rows, each consisting of not rainwater harvesting

less than 1,000 indigenous structures

fl'l.ll‘t‘l}ﬁ&ﬂl’lg trees and shrubs, > DE‘U'E'ODI"IIEII'{ of proper

along the periphery of the - and adequate composting

park during the current rainy facility within the park

S:?Js:\rllcpment pioesce 2 2 ¥ | » CPWD shall ensure that a
! m— sy Minimum level of cleaning

badies to support birds and > Development of a strong and filtration Is carried out

other wildlife

> Imposition of complete ban
on single-use plastic in the park

nursery, with a long-term
vision of distributing home
herbal garden kits and other

before the release of polluted
water into gardens and green
areas

in this matter inMay last vear.
However, CPWD claimed
that due to increasing tourist
footfall and scareity of irriga-
tion water, oral instructions
were issued in July 2023 by the
ministry of housing and ur-

ban affairs for ensuring ade-
quate raw water supply to sus-
tain the greenery and biodi-
versity of the park, CPWD sa-
id it proposed the construction
of two underground tanks for
the storage of unfiltered irri-

gation water and that “work
began in April 2024 which in-
volved site elearance of dead
vegetation and barricading of
thebarrenarea.”

Following the order of the
Supreme Court, CEC visited

the site on Aug 16 this vear and
also analysed the imageries of
Google Earth. “The ‘breaking
of land' for the constructionof
water storage tanks constitu-
tes a ‘non-forestry activity'
and undertaking such work
withouit the prior approval of
the Central govt is a violation
of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam
Samvardhan)  Adhinivam,
1980," said the CEC.

Google Earth imagery reve.
aled that between 2022 and 2024,
extensive excavation was un-
dertaken, resulting in the crea-
tion of two large pits, clearance
of ground vegetation, and dis-
cernible disturbance of treeco-
ver, “While large-scale felling
of mature trees is not evident,
undergrowth and small trees
were cleared, and lopping/pru-
ning of larger trees appears to
have been undertaken to facili-
tate excavation and construc.
tion,” said the CEC. It estima-
ted that nine trees were pruned
inviolationof the Delhi Preser-
vation of Trees Act 199,

Besides the compensatory
plantation of 90 indigenous
species, CEC has recommen-
ded that the CPWDshall under-
take immediate ecological im-
provement measures in Budd-
ha Javanti Park, including the
development of water bodies to
support birds and other wildli-
fe,development of astrongnur-
sery with a long-term vision of
distributing home herbal gar-
den kits and other plants to the
public in the future, prepara-
tion of an inventory of birds,
butterflies, andothers, thecrea-
tion of appropriate rainwater
harvesting structures, a com-
posting facility and the imposi-
tion of a complete ban on sing-
le-use plastic.


https://www.instagram.com/reel/DGF4_4_oMQa/?igsh=bjJuY2V5M3o0Znk4
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Here are some hot nature gossip tweets from our @NDN_HQ page in August.

Dive into these juicy stories by clicking the links and get ready to be wowed!

Follow our Twitter page for your daily dose of nature and conservation buzz!

Supreme Court Prohibits Feeding of Stray Dogs in Public Places.
Click to View

The Entire Himachal Pradesh May Vanish.
Click to View

Delhi's Air Has A New Pollutant: Microplastics.
Click to View

The Importance of Speaking Out Before Too Late.
Click to View

lllegal Tree Cutting in MG Park.
Click to View

Officials To Bring Blackbucks From Agra As A Prey Base For Kuno.
Click to View

Delhi Zoo Welcomes Six Cubs For the First Time in 2 Decades.
Click to View

Chop Trees To Park Cars In The Most Polluted Capital.
Click to View

This Is Not Doable, Mrs. Gandhi, On SC’s Order To Remove Stray Dogs.
Click to View

After Dogs, The Government wants to Remove Trees, Citing them As Dangerous.

Click to View

5 Cubs Died At The Delhi Zoo, Only One Remains.
Click to View

Delhi’s Lungs Are Being Butchered By The Agencies.
Click to View

Floods In Himachal.

Click to View

August 2025


https://x.com/LiveLawIndia/status/1951231815378935883
https://x.com/LiveLawIndia/status/1951231815378935883
https://x.com/lifeindia2016/status/1959302387429945452
https://x.com/GoHimachal_/status/1961452121401987436
https://x.com/GoHimachal_/status/1961452121401987436
https://x.com/JasjeevGandhiok/status/1952566070704820492
https://x.com/JasjeevGandhiok/status/1952566070704820492
https://x.com/WGurugram/status/1952190522900332724
https://x.com/WGurugram/status/1952190522900332724
https://x.com/geetanjali_bhat/status/1962083602990338214?s=46&t=_uIAHHFhE_JpF3m5lDHAUw
https://x.com/geetanjali_bhat/status/1962083602990338214?s=46&t=_uIAHHFhE_JpF3m5lDHAUw
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1961613513732092008
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1961613513732092008
https://twitter.com/NDNS_HQ
https://x.com/Walk4Health/status/1962159665934209495
https://x.com/Walk4Health/status/1962159665934209495
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1952925446749962730
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1952925446749962730
https://x.com/ANI/status/1954910628344148409
https://x.com/ANI/status/1954910628344148409
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1960634232914534550
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1960634232914534550
https://x.com/htTweets/status/1960246954841014750
https://x.com/htTweets/status/1960246954841014750
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1960239817738080271
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1960239817738080271
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NDNS Coffee Table Book

THE

GREENZONLES OF DELHI

August 2025

VERHAEN EHANNA

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING CUR MISSON TC PROTECT THE PLANET,

This beautifully illustrated book showcases the lush greenery and vibrant ecosystems
found in the heart of India's capital. Each page offers a glimpse into the diverse flora
and fauna that thrive in Delhi's green zones, from bustling parks to serene gardens. By
purchasing this coffee table book, you not only bring a piece of nature's beauty into
your home but also support the efforts of NDNS (New Delhi Nature Society) in their
mission to protect and conserve these precious natural habitats. Your contribution helps
promote environmental awareness and ensures that future generations can enjoy the
city's green treasures.

Buy Now —‘

Adoption Alert!

These Cuties have been
rescued and are now
looking for a happy home.
If you can provide them a
home please fill up the
form.

Adoption Form —‘



https://forms.gle/rPZvgz4xzcUtYaTi7
https://forms.gle/rPZvgz4xzcUtYaTi7
https://www.ndns.in/product/greenzones-of-delhi-coffee-table-book/
https://www.ndns.in/product/greenzones-of-delhi-coffee-table-book/
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NDNS Diary



https://www.ndns.in/product-category/book/
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Volunteer, Intern Or Membership At NDNS

Join NDNS in our mission to conserve nature and

Ik

make a positive impact on our planet! We are looking
for dedicated individuals to volunteer or intern with

us. Whether you're passionate about saving trees, JOIN OUR TEAM
spreading awareness through social media, editing

New Delhi Nature Society
impactful videos, organizing workshops, contribute is offering paid internships!

your skills in your free time as a volunteer or commit %
to a two-month internship, there are many ways to get % Details ———;
involved. Click the button if you're interested in ﬂ,-

joining us. Together, we can make a difference!

Membership Benefits: Internship Form
1.Exclusive Invites to Members-Only events.

2.For every other event, members get a 15% discount
(nature walk, workshops, etc.)

3.Members can avail of a 15% discount on NDNS Membership Form }
merch.

4.Members are granted access to the NDNS library.

Cost for a l-year membership is Rs 1500/- After Volunteer Form
submitting the form, we will verify your details and

then send you a link for the online payment.

Donate a book to the NDNS library

We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude

to all the amazing individuals who have donated
nature-related books towards the

#newdelhinaturesociety library. Your generosity

11T NHOai BHLCY

will help us in building a comprehensive library

34 DNIHSINYA IHI

that will be a valuable resource for nature

enthusiasts and students alike. If you too would

SNOIS §TNLYN ONIAVIY ¢

like to contribute to our library, we welcome book

Huods upgen e ANGHL Y 33NTEM

donations and encourage you to get in touch with

us for more information. You can visit our website

ST NEEIT IOV M3 ST
o

£

[ SUYUOLHAMAS ONIQIVEE  HEUHNHIN

at | www.ndns.in to learn more about our

organization and our various initiatives.


https://www.instagram.com/p/Caz9ZwCPsLN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
http://www.ndns.in/
https://www.ndns.in/volunteer-form/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOhiLLyEFjen5EnI8OS8HRUrzLjzlgu8GiyNgoIoV-npQPPQ/viewform
https://www.ndns.in/membership/
https://www.ndns.in/membership/
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De-Choke Trees

The Hon'ble National Green Tribunal in
its order dated 23rd April 2013 has

directed all Public Authorities to ensure

that all the sign boards, names,
advertisements, any kind of boards or
signage's, electric wires and high tension
cables or otherwise are removed from

the trees.

They shall also ensure that the concrete
surrounding the trees within one meter
of the trees are removed and dall the
trees are looked after well and due
precaution is taken in future so that no
concrete or construction or repairing
work is done at least within one meter

radius of the trunk of trees.

NAILS, WIRES (10,000 RS. FINE)

NGT ORDER FOR DE-CHOKING TREES
DELHI PRESERVATION OF TREES ACT

SIGN UP! 1

To receive regular updates

from NDNS.

August 2025

SOS NUMBERS
(TREES AND ANIMALS)

o NDNS - 9711115666

o Wildlife Rescue - 9810129698,
9810639698

e People For Animals - O
23719293 / 9294.

« For Cows - Dhyan Foundation -
9999099423

A TREE IS BEING CUT?

-Click pictures

-Tell them to stop immediately

-Ask them to show the Forest
Department permission.

-No permission, then Call 100 and
wait till help arrives.

-Report the matter on the Green
Helpline 011-23378513

-Write a letter to the Forest
Department

-If they do have permission, then
take the supervisor's details who
must be present there and contact
the Forest Department .

FOREST DEPT. EMAILS

CLICK HERE! W

Access to previous

Newsletters


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y_jVQjUK_EGlZMCe0qFRybou71kgOiZc/view
http://www.compassionateliving.in/DelhiPreservationofTreesAct.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QBS1tELkSgwOouFq55z9AdRMJNVtjJ5O/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDe8o3CuWjhkVzdmzapXmdWOn6hzZLYD2qYtAdO-93ZJK5eg/viewform
https://www.ndns.in/newsletters/
https://www.ndns.in/newsletters/
https://forest.delhi.gov.in/forest/contact-us

