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Memes Of The Month
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Memes Of The Month

| AM STUCK
IN TRAFFIC

b =3 HOURS

™A DAY.

3.0

MADE FOR CARS ¢ -

All we ask: Step scarring our Himalayas
in the name of ‘develepment’

We don't want 4-lane highways.
We don't want tunnels tearing our
hills apart. We don’t want trains,
ropeways, or projects that cut down
our forests. We are content with oui
narrow roads, ourH RTC buses, and
our longer routes. We don't need
Cwandigarh in 3 hours we cherish tne
6-hour journey
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Waste Management Workshop

at Soami Nagar Model School

NDNS successfully organized a Waste Management Workshop at Soami Nagar
Model School, focusing on environmental awareness among students.

The session included interactive discussions, activitics, and demonstrations to
highlight the importance of waste segregation, recycling, and reducing single-use
plastic.

Students enthusiastically participated and pledged to adopt sustainable practices
in their daily lives.

The workshop aimed to nurture young environmental leaders and strengthen
community responsibility.

Together, we took a meaningful step towards building a cleaner, greener, and
more sustainable future.
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Plantation Drive with IIAD

NDNS organized a tree plantation drive at Tughlakabad Biodiversity Park, bringing
together enthusiastic students from lIAD to take meaningful climate action.

With shovels in hand and smiles on their faces, the students planted native saplings,
contributing to restoring Delhi’s green cover.

The initiative not only strengthened the bond between youth and nature but also instilled
responsibility for safeguarding our environment.

By nurturing these trees, the participants pledged to protect biodiversity and ensure a
healthicr, greener future for generations.

Watch Video
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Fireflics Workshop

This month wraps up our fireflies walks for the year, where countless visitors
experienced the magical glow of nature’s lanterns.

We also hosted a special private event with 12 children and their parents, who
cnjoyed the rare sight of fireflies while learning about their importance in healthy
ccosystems.

The twinkling lights created cherished memories, showcasing the magic of
nature.
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A Magical Night In Delhi With Fireflies

“I'was inside a noisy park within my never asleep metropolitan city!
I did not believe my eyes, truly!
‘Cause ten million fireflies did light up my environs...”

Mudita Agarwal, moved by the fireflies workshop, penned down her thoughts.

Click the link below to read the entire blog

Open Blog "
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Nature Talks Podh-cast Ep. 77

Delhi Trees vs Human Menace

Join us on Nature Talks Podh-Cast as host Verhaen Khanna from the New Delhi Nature

Society sits down with Bollywood star Arjun Dutt, famous for his role as the Genie in
Aladin!

In this lively episode, we dive into the critical condition of Delhi's trees, the reasons behind
tree-cutting, and the vital importance of preserving green spaces.

Arjun shares insights from his acting journey, while Verhaen discusses NDNS's efforts to
save trees and wildlife in India's capital.

Plus, get the scoop on the Delhi Birds and Delhi Trees card games, available at the NDNS
website!

Don’t miss Arjun’s playful nod to Verhaen as "The Undertaker" and his call for a choke
slam!

Buy the card games: www.ndns.in

Listen on Spotify Watch on Youtube Watch Reel
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Tree Care

t

When & tece falls down for sny fesson like sofm, Prumng coBsIRCon,
inateaid of removimg them, effores shiuld be made 10 restore the tree back 19 s
riginal logaion

®

Tree Care in the Colony,

13 vou have frees in your society?
| |
No Yes
I
Plant Trees

Remsinve them

Pour Water around the trees and spread leal compost around the trees

Tree Line- The tree line i the row of troes plansed alomg posds, aed bousdary wall §o
Ihclpa keep the colony groen, cool, amd Full of 16c

What i & gap bn the tree line® A gap means o tree b falien, dried, or boen dlegally
nemoned and hawn't been repliced

What Can You De?- Hewdonts can pland & native troe in the emply spot, cspocally

during mousoon. Witk hask care ke watering and composting, he iree line can be
restored and ept healihy,

%

Lllegal Activities and Penalties

|

Wrapping or hanging wires around thees comstricts. growth,
danuapes the bark, and can lead 1o dhocinc hazards or dow tree

beath

Fenalty b Rs 10,000

i

Diiggmng Within | Metre of Troes damages mots, camse siree,
aral can destabalise the teee

1'% el and harmfil

FIR will be filed agaimt the peronidepariment imobved

Diviving nadls nto trees causes indernal woends, making them
vubnershie 10 disease. decay, and even death.
Penalty bs Rs U000/

Finimg bosuds onao trees is illegal.
Trecs ane not advertindug spaces. Dicfacing public prapermy s a

e
Penalty is Re 1000

Comenting Aroend Tree Base (Withis | Metrr) blocks wascr
anad air from reaching oot

It suffcates troes, prevents them from growing wider and
weakens them structuraliy

Forest departnsnt will charge 1he praalty baed on the damage
caused

Open Pdf



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i0ZrBElyM_bzZzT4aqSLRL9kpiWJJzSv/view
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Raising_Awareness

Vulture Awareness Day,

INTERNATIONAL
VUETURE AWARENSS

International Vulture
Awareness Day is celebrated
to protect one of nature’s
most efficient cleaners.

The day highlights a vital truth
— vultures,  with  their
unmatched ability to prevent
the spread of discase by
consuming carcasses, face
shrinking  populations and
rising threats from poisoning,
habitat  loss, and food
scarcity. It calls for global
awareness  and  urgent
conservation  efforts  to
ensure  these remarkable
birds continue to soar in our
skics and keep ecosystems
healthy.

World Dolphin Day
World
~_ - DolphinDay _,
\ 1zth September e S

World  Dolphin  Day s
celebrated to protect one of
the ocean’s most intelligent
and playful beings.

The day highlights a vital
truth — dolphins, with their
extraordinary
communication skills and
social bonds, face shrinking
habitats and growing threats
from pollution, fishing nets,
and climate change. It calls
for global awareness and
urgent conservation efforts

to ensure these gentle
guardians of the seca
continue to thrive in our

waters.

O3 Protection Day

Y

16th September

Ozone Protection Day is
celebrated to safeguard the
shield that protects all life on
Earth.

The day highlights a vital
truth — the ozone layer,
which  guards wus from
harmful  ultraviolet  rays,
faces constant threats from
human-made chemicals and
climate change. It calls for
global awareness and urgent
action to reduce emissions
and protect this fragile shield,
cnsuring a healthier planet
for generations to come.
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Raising_Awareness

Int. Red Panda Day

b DAY

RED

207 September

International Red Panda Day
is celebrated to protect one
of the most charming and
endangered forest animals.
The day highlights a vital
truth — red pandas, with
their playful nature and
striking beauty, face
shrinking habitats,
deforestation, and  the
dangers of poaching. It calls
for global awareness and
urgent conservation efforts
to ensure these gentle
guardians of the Himalayan
forests continue to thrive in
the wild.

World Rhino Day

World  Rhino  Day is
celebrated to protect one of
Earth’'s most powerful yet
vulnerable animals.

The day highlights a vital
truth — rhinos, symbols of
strength and resilience, face
shrinking habitats and grave
threats from poaching and
illegal trade. It calls for global
awareness  and  urgent
conservation  efforts  to
ensure these ancient giants
continue to roam freely in
our grasslands and forests.

World GorillaDay

World

Gorilla ~ Day is
celebrated to protect one of
our closest relatives in the
animal kingdom.

The day highlights a vital
truth — gorillas, with their
strength, intelligence, and
gentle family bonds, face
shrinking habitats, poaching,
and discase. It calls for global

awareness and urgent
conservation  efforts  to
cnsure these great apes

continue to thrive in their
forest homes.
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Raising_Awareness

World Env. Health Day

Wortd

Cnvironhent
¥ ’qu 3

World Environmental
Health Day is celebrated to
protect the link between a
healthy planet and healthy
pcople.

The day highlights a vital
truth — clean air, safe
water, healthy soil, and
balanced ecosystems are
cssential for human well
being. Yet, pollution,
climate  change, and
biodiversity loss threaten
this delicate balance. It calls
for global awareness and
urgent action to safeguard
cnvironmental health  for
present and future
generations.

World River Day

World  Rivers Day is
celebrated to protect the
lifelines of our planet.

The day highlights a vital
truth  —  rivers, which
provide water, food, and
cnergy  while  sustaining
countless  species, face
growing  threats  from
pollution,  dams,  and
climate change. It calls for
global  awareness  and
urgent conservation efforts
to ensure these flowing
ccosystems  continue  to
nourish people and nature
alike.




The Times of Nature
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Page 13 September 2025

BLOOD MOON

The recent blood moon lunar eclipse captivated skywatchers across the world
with its rare beauty.

As the Earth aligned perfectly between the Sun and the Moon, the lunar surface
took on a deep red glow, often called the “blood moon.”

This striking celestial event reminded us of nature’s wonders beyond our planet
and the importance of protecting our skies from pollution.

Many gathered outdoors to witness the phenomenon, sharing a collective
moment of awe under the night sky.
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Wires on rget

szm?mh.m Bigaing within 1 matar

mater of trees of krees

Green Helpline ; 011-23378513

TREE CARE

| Remove cement around the tree, soll spoce
around the tree ahould not be less than |
metar onall sides.

Zkemove nolls, wires and signboards from
troag

4 Incase of hobes inthe tree caused by nalls, you
©an put wet soil In the injured parts of the troee,

AEneurs no digging o conctrustion ls done
within | meter of trees.

5 Glue water 1o troas aalfy.

B,In the forast, trees shed tholr leaves on the seoil
floor, those leoves miz with the soll ond turn
ints nutritian for the treas roate to abeort. Rut
around the city streets, all the fallen leaves
arg sWot oway, 5o tha trees are not receliing
thot imporort nutrition from the fokien
leoves. This s why It Is extremely Inyportant te
put leal compost around tress, to make the
trass strang and healthy,

7 you see o tree cutl, or with noils, wires
signboards on it ar If tha free (s camentea
within 1 mater, then ploase call the Grean
Hefpline and report the Issue with the exact
loeation, thom thoy will sond you the
complaint number by SM3 for you to follow up.

HOW TO SAVE FALLEN TREES

Let’'s work together to protect our animals and nurture our trees.

Email us

HOW TO CONDUCT A
TREE CENSUS :

Downlood the form:

September 2025

We're offering free reflective collars for street animals and tree care brochures to
spread awareness and safety.

You can collect them from the NDNS headquarters, so simply contact us at
newdclhinaturesociety@gmail.com


mailto:newdelhinaturesociety@gmail.com
mailto:newdelhinaturesociety@gmail.com
mailto:newdelhinaturesociety@gmail.com
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SC takes note of timber logs in floodwaters

Utkarsh Anand
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Thursday expressed alarm that
rampant illegal tree felling
appeared tobe taking place across
the fragile Himalayan belt, as it
referred to videos of timber logs
floating in the floedwaters of Him-
achal Pradesh.

A bench of Chief Justice of India
Bhushan R Gavai and justice K
Vinod Chandran, underscored the
gravity of the issue against the
backdrop of widespread devasta-
tion in northern states caused by
incessant rains, flash floods and
doudbursts.

“We have seen unprecedented
landslides and floods in Uttara-
khand, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab
and Jammu & Kashmir. From the
media reports, it is also noticed
that in the flood, a huge number of
wooden logs were floating arouncd.

Prima facie, it appears that there
has been illegal felling of trees
which has been going on uphill,”
the bench noted in its order, while
hearinga public interest litigation
on environmental degradation in
the Himalayan region.

The court issued notice to the
Union of India (through the minis-
tries of environment and jal
shakti), the National Disaster Man-
agement Authority, the National
Highways Authority of India, and
the governments of Himachal Pra-
desh, Uttarakhand and Jammu
and Kashmir.

Orally addressing Solicitor Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta after the order,
CJI Gavai stressed: "1t is a serious
issue. In the media we have seen
that a large number of wooden
logs are flowing around in Hima-
chal and Uttarakhand. [llegal tree
felling is going on..Villages after
villages in Punjab are inundated.”

Mehta assured the bench that

he would immediately speak to the
environment ministry secretary o
coordinate with the state govern-
ments, “We have tinkered with
nature so much that nature is
responding with its fury now,” the
SG said. Responding. the bench
said: “Development has to be there
but it has to be sustainable devel-
opment...there have to be ade-
quate mitigating measures.”

The counsel for the petitioner,
Anamika Rana, pointed toanother
dimension of the crisis, noting that
there are 14 tunnels between
Chandigarh and Manali, which
become “death traps” during land-
slides in heavy rain. She referred o
reports of nearly 300 people being
stranded inside one such tunnel.

“We have noticed the serious-
ness of the matter,” the bench
replied.

The petition, filed through
advocate Shubham Upadhyay, has
sought protection for pristine ecol-

ogy of Himalayan states, while fur-
ther demanding formation of judi-
cial puidelines and an inquiry bya
special investigation team toward
off future disasters.

The court's concern comesata
time when large parts of northern
India are reeling under the
onslaught of extreme monsooi. In
Himachal Pradesh, natural disas-
ters triggered by incessant rainfall
such as flash floods and landslides
haveclaimed more than 300 lives
this season.

Punjab too has been battered,
with at least 30 deaths and more
than 354,000 people affected by
floods. Authorities have declared
all 23 districts of the state flood-hit
as rivers and reservoirs breached
danger levels. Uttarakhand has
suffered a series of cloudbursts
and flash floods across Chamoli,
Rudraprayag, Tehri Garhwal, and
Bageshwar districts, leaving sev-
eral dead and dozens missing.

SC flags illegal tree
felling in hill states

Utkarsh Anand

THE APEX COURT

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Thursday expressed alarm
that rampant illegal tree felling
appeared to be taking place
across the fragile Himalayan
belt, as it referred to videos of
timber logs floating in the flood-
waters of Himachal Pradesh.

A bench led by Chief Justice of
India BR Gavai underscored the
gravity of the issue against the
backdrop of widespread devasta-
tion in northern states caused by
incessant rains, flash floods and
cloudbursts.

UNDERSCORED THE
GRAVITY OF THE
ISSUE AGAINST THE
BACKDROP OF
WIDESPREAD
DEVASTATION IN
NORTHERN STATES

“From the media reports, it is
also noticed that in the flood, a
huge number of wooden logs
were floating around...it appears
that there has been illegal felling
of trees...,” the bench noted.-»pwo
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{ FARIDABAD } COMPLAINT FILED WITH FOREST DEPT

Trees ‘felled’ in Aravalll tract

Jayashree Nandi
hitrepoiters@hindustantimes. com

FARIDABAD: Environmental
activists have Nlagged large-scale
felling of trees and clearing of
vegetation in Sarai Khwaja vil-
lage in Faridabad’s Aravallis, an
area declared a “deemed forest”
by the National Green Tribunal
(NGT}in March 2019,

In a complaint to the divi-
stonal forest officer (DFO), Fari-
dabad Forest Division, on Satur-
day, Lt Col Sarvadaman Singh
Oberoi (rewd), the original peti-
tioner before the NGT, alleged
that "a concerted effort is under-
way to clear the area of all trees
and regeneration in an apparent
effort to frustrate the NGT's
orders and violate the status quo
situation.” He added, “This cut-
ting of trees of all sizes is amply
visible in the attached photos
with the time, date and GPS loca-
tion (Lat. Long.) stamp of today,
Saturday, 30.08.2025."

Oberoi has submitted photos
and videos of the felling to the
forest department. He pointed to
the timing of the activity, saying,
“The timing of this activity is
particularly suspect, as it comes

Aphotnqlw:\edhynncuwronmemallstonalle;cdﬂmnge Ht

just after a week or two of the
notification of the definition of
forest as per the dictionary
meaning by the Govt of Haryana,
which has fixed a minimum
threshold of forest cover for the
same. It is submitted that this
clearing is an attempt to create
new facts on the ground and
subvert the orders of the hon'ble
NGT and the hon'ble SC regard-
ing deemed forests.”
According to the DFO, nearly
an acre of shrubs had been
cleared. On August 18, Haryana
issued a notification defining

“forest as per dictionary mean-
ing" with restrictive technical
criteria, a move environmental
activists have warned could strip
most of the state's remaining
Aravalli tracts of legal protec-
tion. The definition requires a
mlnlmumcanggl:ydmsiw of 40%
and at least five hec-
tares if isolated, or two hectares
if contiguous with government-
notified forests. It excludes all
lingar, compact agroforestry
plantations and orchards out-
side notified forests.

Surender Dhangi, DFO Fari-

@ Hinhustan Times

SC overturns order on
Hry community land

dabad. said the department had
acted on the complaint. “We got
the complaint and immediately
rushed a team to the spot. “The
clearing of vegetation has been
stopped,” he said. It was not
immediately clear on whose
behest the clearing was done.

HT had reported on March 9,
2019, that the NGT held a 52-acre
plot in Sarai Khwaja village to be
a “deemed forest”, a ruling with
potential implications for real
estate projects across the Araval-
lis. The case arose after Haryana
permitted the felling of over
7,000 trees in 2017, including
mesquite and axle wood (dhau),
for a group housing project by
Bharti Land Limited. The tribu-
nal rejected the state’s conten-
tion that the land was not a for-
est because it was not recorded
as such in revenue records, call-
ing the interpretation "an erro-
neous understanding of law.”

Three months later, Haryana
government moved the Supreme
Court, calling NGT s onder “crro-
neous in law™ and seeking to
quash it According to Oberoi
and other activists defending the
NGT order, the case has had only
one hearing so far.

Utkarsh Anand
Ietters@ hndustantimes com

MNEW DELHI: In o judgment with
major implications for Bnd own-
ership in Haryana as well as for
the sensitive Aravalli ranges. the
Supreme Court on Tucsday set
asidhe its April 2022 ruling that had
dhirecteed the remrn of village com-

e verdict has i

applied Blagat Ram to hold that
so-cafled bachat land (unuiilised
portions beft after land carmarked
for commin purposes was canved
out) reverted 1o proprietors. The
state el e earlier acoeptedd thls
position, challenging only time-

bound directions for redisiribu
tion of such kand.

Tuesday's verdict folkows the
court’s May 2024 order, when a
wojudge bench Iud by Justice
Gavai il 2022

mons togram panchayats, dealing
a blow to the state g Timent’
efforts to reclaim is af
acres of land.

The court upheld the correct-
messof a 2003 full

tustion bench had drowin s crecial

deck

sion on grounds lhm it hineh umeer

miu«llm m:mﬂrmpmukm
Jhorcler hac

of the Punjab and Haryana High
Court, which had held that unutil-
ised land, not specifically ear-
marked for common purposes
during consolidation, would con-
tinue to vest with proprictors
rather than thie tor the
stte. A three-judge bench of Chief
Justice of India Bhushan R Gavai
and justices Pmslmnl Kumar
Mishra

distir b Jisition of

Il byt
or extinguishment of private
rights. It hedd that unless posses-
sion of fand changed hands under
Section 24 of the Consolidation
Act, management and control
wonikd not vestin the panchayat. In
other words, land contributed by
proprietors during consoBdation
but not earmarked for common
| theoon-

cluded that the zuza ruling erred
inignoring binding precedent and
constitutional principles,

“We have therefore no hesita-
tanin holding thiat no errar coukd
e notieed in the impugned judg-
ment and final order of the full
bench of the high court... ]:mds

uibum
The court noted that the 2022
ruling, which ordemd reclamagion
of lands sold by proprictors or
gram panchayats for monetary
g;lerdId not ke into secount the
constitution bench judgment in
Bhﬁgﬂ Ram and this reached a

ter for reh

ronmental activists who sawin it
atool to protect the ecologically
sensiive Aravalli hills from [Hlega)
construction and mining. Lands
categorised is gair mumin

{uncultivable mountain land ) and
those notfied under the Punjalb
Land Preservation Act were meant
to be shiekded from exploitation,
But consolidation unid
pro-rata land pooling had often
ennbled their sabe to outsiders and
developers. How land is dlassificd

which have not b
Tor any specific m-pnscdnm(
\les:ln"‘ Gram Panchayat or the

The court further undeslined

State,” the court held while dis-
missing Harvana’s. "

The bench the roots of
the dispute tothe landmark Bha-

v swedecl&s—
lhu doctrine that i

I':_slad rlumndols!m[ﬂiwllm

whiere unauthorised mimng mld
construction hns ealen away ata

cial views must be rl’_ﬁpuclnd to
ensure stability in the law. It
pointed out that the Punjab and
Harysuna High Court had, Inmore

hill pang sigmifi-
cantgreen beltin ncnhm India
and, apart from bringing biodiver:
sity, shielded the national capital

gat Ram Vs State of Punjab (1967)
decision,

a five

thean 100 judgment

from the desert sands and dust
from itswest,
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Like a midsummer night's dream

Acity landmark under moonlight

PUBLIC

lunar eelipse. A white moon s peering
Im EH EST out from the starbess sky, shining upon

Let's siart with the setting. This is the
g Int flbwing the night of Monday's

pond. The water in the pond though is
abtworbing nothing of the mosnshine. laking, in
fact, much darker than the sky.

This isa e dreany enough to stage Shake-
speare’s A Midsummer Night's Dreamy. It lies in
Detlai’s heast.

Thae plosce alsis has o mere cngtble identity, not
depeident on the presence of our inconstant
this city of tombs, ssmadhis, and memo-
rinks, the slte mcniorialises bwo boons. and is calked
Gandhi-King Plaza.

The American civil rights leader Martin Luther
King, Jr.was an ardent. ewof Maharma Gai-

up four vears after his visit. Nejtier djd King ever
personally meet Gandhl. (As for Gandhk he never
wisited te US ) Anyhaw, this secretive space wos
created b0 commemaorate the spiritual onkon of
these two giants of the 201h century,

Thismoment the paes (s steeped in Wpo dark-
miess, A gramite plinth, which is respansibic behingd

plaza’s unfque name. (s pantially visible under

the moanlight. The inscriptions on the plinth dis-
play the sayings of these two historie figures

“For i boday there can be oo sacrifice higher
than (o forget distinctions of high and low and o
wealise the equality ol all men®—Gandhi

“True peace lnot merely the absencs of tension
E)(ul itisithe presence of justice and brotherhood™

ing

{Carboasly, while the all-knowing Google con
firmes the quote ancributed o King, shows no crod-
Bile-sesrch resudt for the quote atributed to Gandhi),

An oven mere majesthe sght s of the tee mas-

[Ofio]
AoiiEl

i, Cnce, in the mid-1550s, he described Gandhias — sive pilkhan trees whiose combined folige has col-
“the guiding light of our tech Aol onised th ire phaza. In the dastight, 1he same
social change.” In 1958, King visited India for the  lieafy pairalso colonises the pond, their reflection I!All
fizst andd only time. On arviving in Delhihe sail:  faliing on the pond's stagnant water. Also during  For mane
“To other countrics | may go &% a towrist, bui to  the dy. the roar of the tmfficousside on Max Mod. 5109 by
Tndia | come as a palgrim.” ber Mg dhoess Entrude into Gandhi-King's profounsd

The oforementioned sie standsos asouvenirof — silence, but the plaga's steely solitude remains  ASten
King's pilgrimage 10 Gandhi's homeland The Gan-  impenetrable. Tonight is o rate exception. The  500fl
dhi-King Flozs Bes within the India International — plaza’s solitriness has been somewhat compeo- gécx

Cenler (HE), doseiin the entry gate. To be sune, King
never visited this spot. TIC dide’t then exist: it came

mised—by the intrusbon of the brillinntly white
moan, Se¢ photo.

Six projects get Ridge board nod; cafe at
Sanjay Van, hosp expansion among them

#timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Ridge Mana-
gement Boand (RMB), which
met in July after a year has
approved s projects - const-
ructionof acafeatSanjay Van;
conservation work on histori-
eal moenumaonts inSanjoy Van;
laving of sewer lines at Smriti
Van; construction of Madhya
Pradesh’s state guest house in
Vasant Kunj infrastructure
development an defence land
in Delhi Cantonment; and ex-
pansion of Balak Ram Hospl-
falin Timarpue
The projects will now ne-
ed the approval of the Central
Empowered Committee and
the Supreme Court
HMB permitted the const-
ructionof MP's state guest ho-
use on a plot allotted by DDA
adfavent to the existing state
guest house in Vasant Kunj,
"The projectis in the morholo-
folling or

and notified as a reserved fo-
rest. The first project invol
wis the construction of a wa-
ter trough and tank, as well as
a café made of bamboo for
public wse, The total aren pro
posexd is 6l sqm. and the pro-
posal does not involve felling
or transplantation of trees.
For the second projoct, RMB
has granted permission fo

DDA to take up conservation

area isover § hectares, falling

wuorks of cxi B
strocturesat Sanjay Van, The
work requires the removal or
translocation of 16trees.
The board has olso given
the nod fo the defence mingk-
stry for the construction of
infrastructure on defence
land at Nausena Bhewan in

Delhi Cantt, The proposed

NOD TO FELL, TRANSPLANT 240 TREES

Numiber of trees
in be felled or
transplanted

gical rid 1seck
transplantation of 215 trees,
“Necessary approvals un-
der Delhi Prescrvation of
Trees Act (DPTA), 1004 shall
be obtained by the user agen-

Construction cf watet trough, tank and cafein
sanjay Van

Conservation works of existing three "
vy Van

oy for felling or &
tion of trees,” stated the mi-
nutes of the mecting. While
the RMB was held on July 18,
the minutes of the meeting
Wt pripared on Aug 21
Twaoof the projects invel-
ve Sanjay Van, which is part
of the south-central ridge

Sewer fine at Smriti Van,

tions at Nausena Bhawan, Delbi Cantt

Expansion of Balak Ram Hospital, Timarpur

elalal &

» Now, pemmission from » For tree felling and transplanta-

Central Empowered

tion, user agency will have to take

Committee and Supreme  approval under Delhi Preservation

Court is required

of Trees Act

in the mory 1 ridge,
andnotreefelling isinvalved
The estimated costof the pro-
Ject isabout Rs450 crore.

The fifth project - expan
siemof Balak Ram Hospital in
Timarpur - was propesed by
MCD to ensure the smooth
passage of omergency wohi
cles inside the facility “The
proposed project area is 960
sqm. The hosplial 1s already
functioning, and nine trees
are standing in the passage
that runsarownd the building
Thesetress ared hindrance in
the smooth passags of emer-
gency vehicles” stated the
proposal. The project area
falls within the boundary of
the geo-morphological ridge.

“Necessary approvals un.
der DPTA shall be obtained
Ly theuser agency for felling/
tran meation of frees” sa.
itl RMB as per the minutes of
the meeting.

It also permitted DDA to
lay a sewer line for diverting
surplus sewsge coming direct.
1y mtothe waterbody atSmriti
Van. “This shall help inits seo
logical restoration and resto-
ration of aquatic biodiversity
The ared is part of the south:
contral ridge and resorve fo
rest, and the existing structure
includes store reoms, adecent:
ralised  sewage  reatment
plant, and a small toilet block
along  with the boundary
wall,”said the proposal.

September 2025
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DDA plans greenscapes SCorders status quo in
near Yamuna to avoid
damage during floods

Vibha.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA), which
started cleaning up the silt de-
posits at project sites on the Ya-
muna floodplain to restore pub-
lic infrastructure after the floo-
ding on Tuesday, has decided to
shift its focus from building
concrete structures to green
landscapes along the banks.

The reason for the shift is
the time-tested resilience of
certain indigenous species of
plants, which are part of amul-
ti-tier riverine plantation pro-
ject. “The plantation system
was adapted according to the
ecological needs of the flood-
plain, and it survived the water
level rise in 2023. This year, too,
it is anticipated that the plants
have not suffered major dama-
ge,” an official said.

“Instead of traditional
concrete structures, the pro-
ject sites will be developed as
green landscapes, with indi-
genous species of plants dot-
ting the riverbank and wet-
lands,"” the official said. If this
is done, the damage from floo-
ding will be minimal in the fu-
ture, officials said.

“In place of tiled walkways,
there will be unpaved paths. Se-
ating will be in a simple, nature-
friendly manner: There will be
spaces for community activities
suchasyoga, as well as decks for
river viewing. The banks will
have environmental informa-
tion boards, organic toilets and
solar-powered nighttime ligh-
ting,” the official said. A budget
of Rs82crore hasbeenallocated

Staffers are cleaning the surface-
level silt, removing unwanted
plants and repairing infrastructure

in the current financial year for
the floodplain rejuvenation.

Thedevelopmentof the Ya-
munariverfront is being done
in phases.

Out of the 1,700 hectares of
land spread over a 22-kilometre
urban stretch, approximately
780 hectares have been develo-
ped. The Asita park, Vasudev
Ghat, Amrit Biodiversity Park,
and Bansera are part of thisre-
juvenation plan. On the remai-
ning 920 hectares, the Yamuna
Vatika, Mayur Nature Park,
Kalindi Aviral and Hindon La-
ke are aboutto come up. Work is
in progress at the Millennium
depot near Sarai Kale Khan,
where a market will be created
using tents. There will be par-
king area too.

A DDA official said that lieu-
tenantgovernor VK Saxenawas
overseeing the floodplain clean-
up. Officials added that the staff
waited for the water to recede
before starting the cleaning.
The staff is cleaning the silt, re-
moving plants and repairing in-
frastructure, such as seating
areas and lights. Restoring wa-
ter bodies comes next.

Mhadei-Kotigaon area,
seeks experts’ report

Abraham Thomas
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE The Supreme Court
on Monday called for a report
from the Central Empowered
Committee (CEC) - expert body
assisting court on environment
issues - on notifying the Mhadei
wildlife sanctuary and adjoining
areas in Goa as a tiger reserve
and directed the state govern-
ment to maintain status quo
over the land in question.

The order was passed by a
bench headed by Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Bhushan R Gavai on
an urgent application moved by
non-profit organisation Goa
Foundation objecting to certain
clearances by the state for com-
mercial projects in the land for
tiger reserve which the state
delayed to notify despite a July
2023 direction by the Goa beneh
of the Bombay high court.

The application was filed in
the Goa government's appeal of
2023 challenging the HC judg-
menton the ground that the area
to be notified as tiger reserve —
measuring up to 745.18 square
kilometres, will take away signif-
icant stretch of land that will
impact forest dwellers and
related activities in the buffer
zone of the reserve. The HC
order required the state to notify
the reserve within three months,
a decision that has not been
stayed till date by the top court.

Faced with opposing stands
by the state and the Goa Founda-
tion, the bench, also comprising
justices K Vinod Chandran and
AS Chandurkar said, “We find it
will be appropriate for CEC to
examine this issue and submit a
report to this court.”

In the meantime, the court
held, "The petitioner state is

NS

The notification of the tiger
reserve will take up 20%of land
in Goa, the state argued. HTPHOTO

directed to maintain status quo
so far as the area directed to be
notified as tiger reserve by the
high court is concerned.”

The court requested the CEC
to submit its report in six weeks
after hearing all concerned par-
ties, including the state govern-
ment. The matter has been
posted after eight weeks to ena-
ble the state and Goa Foundation
to respond to the CEC report.

Advocate Norma Alvares wha
appeared for Goa Foundation
pointed out that in the garb of
the appeal pending in the top
court, the state was handing out
permissions for eco tourism pro-
jects in the land which falls
within the area to be notified as
tiger reserve.,

The state represented by sen-
ior advocate Mukul Rohatgi said
that the high court order direct-
ing notification of the tiger
reserve will take away 200% of the
land in Goa. He said, “People
staying along this place will fall
in the buffer zone and will have
to be moved out. It will swallow
20% of the state. Can you have
20% of the state being declared
as tiger reserve. Goa has a
unique problem being a small
state. If this is implemented,
tigers will be roaming every-
where in Goa.”
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Tree offence portal to digitise records of violations

PrivangiAgarwal
@timesafindia.com

New Delhi: The Delhl forest
and wildiife department has
miade a tree offence portal to di-
gltise records of violations un-
der the Delhi Preservation of
Trees ActiDPTA), 1964,

The portal will logcases of il-
legal pruning, felling and con-
cretising and help inidentifying
repeat offenders,

In Delhi, hundreds of trees
are illegally felled, violating the

DPTA and NGT's guidelines.

The portal has been develo-
ped following the orders of Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT)
which, ina cage, observed thata
restdent was repeatedly foumnd
o b cutting and prandng trees.,

The case of the repeat offon-
dercame before NGT inapleali-
led by the Naharpur RWA inJu-
¥ 2021,

After inspections, the forest
department told the tribunal
that it had fined the offender Rs
20,000 for illegal pruning. The

The portal has been
developed following
the orders of NGT

resident was later charged a
compounding fee of Rs 3.5 lakh
for felling trees several times
between 20023 and 2024,

The forest department had
also told NGT that it lacked a sy-
stem of tracking such cases.

In May this year. NGT told
the department to establish the
mechanism for digitised record-
keeping In three months.

In the hearing held on May
15, Delhi govt assured the tribu-
nalthat it would take stricter ae-
tion apainst the repeat offen-
ders by digitising records.

Initsreportidated Sept 19, the
forest department aaid that the
portal “has been cremted” to

@ Hindustan Times
‘Web portal made to log tree offences’

track such “offenders booked
under the Delhi Preservationof
Trees Act, 198",

The tritunal also noted in
May that the Supreme Court
i called for a tree census in
Dethi and asked agencies 1o ex-
plore the feasibility of geotag:
ging treesduring the exercise.

The forest department has
brought in the Forest Research
Institute, Dehradun, to carry
outthe census. The Supreme Co-
urt has been told that it will take
four years tocomplete it.

NEW DELHI: The state forest and
wildlife department has created a
tree offence portal online where
all tree-related offences and
offenders in Delhi will be
recorded, the department told
National Green Tribunal (NGT).
The submission came in a hear-
ing of a case from north Delhi’s

Naharpur, where an offender had
felled and pruned trees in the area
on multiple occasions.

The NGT has been hearing a
plea by the Naharpur residents’
welfare association (RWA) since
July 2021, alleging illegal felling of
trees in the area. The forest
department, following ground

inspections, had informed the tri-
bunal that a repeat offender was
levied a compounding fine of ¥3.5
lakh for the offence between 2023
and 2024,

In the submission dated Sep-
tember 19, the department said
the portal for all tree-related
offences was now complete. HTc

‘2k trees may be impacted
for Dwarka sports campus’

Tines News Network

New Delhi: The construction of an integ-
rated multi-sport arena, including a erick-
etstadium, in Dwarka's Sector 198 islikely
toimpact 2,035 trees, the forest and wildlife
department has informed National Green
Tribunal. The department claimed that no
tree had been felled illegally or damaged at
thesite sofar,

The submission was made following an
inspection of the 20.3-hectare project site,
The inspection was ordered after the tribu-
nal received a plea alleging that trees were
felled without permission.

Officials handling the matter told NGT
that most of the trees being impacted “are
vilayati kikar (Prosopis juliflora) while
around 20,000 native trees had already been
planted as compensatory afforestation”.

The project is being executed by Delhi
Development Authority through a private
builder via a public-private partnership
madel. The submission, dated Sept 16, savs
the department carried out the detailed fi-
eld inspection on Sept 1, finding all trees to
benumbered correctly, with none damaged
or felled. The project has now been sent to
the Supreme Court-appointed central em-
powered committee for further approvals.

Initsreport, the department gaid the si-
te had 2,266 trees, out of which 2,085 would
be removed. This includes 266, which have
heen ded for transpl ion,
while 1,769 trees will be felled.

All trees at the site are found to be in or-
der as perthe tree list and are marked with

Officials handling the matter
told NGT that most of the trees
being impacted ‘are vilayati
kikar (Prosopis juliflora) while
around 20,000 native trees had
already been planted as
compensatory afforestation’

a unigque number and colour coding, the
report stated. “No offence like tree cut-
ting, felling, pruning or root damage has
been noticed within the project premises,”
itemphasised.

The report also added that the private
construction company had earlier, betwe-
enMay and Aug, informed the department
about173trees intheareathat fell duetohe-
avy rain and strong winds. The depart-
ment said its inspection revealed these 173
trees were not part of the project site, but
the contractor would be asked to underta-
kecompensatory plantation for these trees
as per the standard operating procedure,

The project will see a premium com-
mercial sports complex being developed,
along with a club and a five-star hotel with
ample parking space.

Any project in the city requiring more
than 50 trees to be felled requires approval
by the SC-appointed committee under Del-
hi Preservation of Trees Act, 1994, The de-
partment said the committee would carry
out another inspection soon, which would
take the final decision on the trees to be fel-
led or transplanted.
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Centre forms environment auditing framework

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: The Union environ-
ment ministry has putin place an
environment mondtoring frame-
“l.?;#I comprising environment
auditing through cenvi-
ronment auditors (EAs) ina move
almed at enhancing the capacity of
poliution control boards.

Union environment minister
Bhupender Yadav announced on
Tuesday that, on August 29, the

Government of India notified the
Environment Audit Rulbes, 2025,
creating a formal framework for
ervironmental auditing across
the country. “These rules estab-
lish a twortiered system of audi-
torsand set upa dedicated agency
to transparently oversee the proc-
css.Thescruhs arg designed 1o

the e monitor-
Lng&l:dennpecumﬁ‘amwkul

the sovermment. not to rentace it”

he added.

Tier-l comprises existing gov-
emment regulistor-based review of
compliance, mduding by govern-
ment agencies like Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCE), State
Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs)

al offices of the minis-
try; and tier-2 comprises environ-
ment auditor-based mechanism.

The auditors will be broughton
board through a certification and
registration mechanism. o be
implemnented by the Environment
Auit Designate Agency (EADA).
The-agency will be responsible for
certification and registration of
EAs, monitoring their perform-
ance, take disciplinary action,
facilitating capacity building, and
maintaining an online register,
acoording to oflicinls,

The cenification of EAs will be
based on either scrutiny of their
qualification and experience or

hv eonduetine an exam. The

The EADA will be responsible
for certification and
ion of environment

auditors (EAs).

assignment of registered EAS to
specific project entitics shall be
done by a random assignment
mmmu}rmjﬂ.

ity mmh in puiEtm control
boards and the lack of adequate
moni of various infrastruc:
ture and industry projects to
assess whether they comply with
ervirnnmental and foress s

HIPHOTO

Kow, the Union government car
employ registered environment
muditors for undertaking environ-
mentaudits of projects, activities.
of processesgovened by applica-
ble environmental kaws and regu-
lations; conducting samipling and
analysis of emissions, effluents,
wastes, and evaluating the effec
tiveness of poallution control and
waste management g:;ms
installed: reporting an ons
nrmcrmmp]‘.lnnge applicable
environmental regulitions related
to the project.

The Centre and state govern-
ments will assign projects o these:
environment auditors
who will have the authority to
enter the premises, collect sam-
ples, obtain audit evidence, and
aceess such other information or
documems necessary for the pur-
poscal discharge of their
responsibilities, accord-

ine to the notificntion

There is no provision
for filing of annual reports by the
auditors. The annual report will be
filed by EADA, according to offi-
cials. "Toaddress the existing gaps
In environmental compliance
minitoring, and drawing upon
international best practices, the
Environment Audit Rules has
been conceptualised” an official
said in response 1o HT's queries.
Debaditvo Sinha, lead — cli-
muteand ecosystems at Vidhi Cen-
tre for Legal Policy, said the “entire
framewaork risks becoming a
facade because its credibility rests
wholly on whether the EADA can
function with genuine independ-
ence and rigor”, “Unless this body
proves it can hold auditors
accountable without bending to
political or industry pressure, the
system will only weaken pulilic
further while giving the
aplp:munm of compliance,” he
Al

Govt notlﬁes forest conservation rules amendment

August 3L said the Centre con
dockie what works can be taken
uponarious knewr infrastnucture

of milway racks, charging of
tranmibsadon €40 Of 28 e

on, laying of raihwary
tracks, charging of transmission
lines, ctc. of & specified in the
In-principle approsal.

Further, the new rules have
defined what bs final or Stge-ll
approval. It means the prior
approval of the Central govern-

rrwor grwniod wnder subvsocoon (T)
ol sevmon 2 of te Adbissiyam afier
receipt of satisfactony compiiance
report of the cotuditions stipulaod
in the in-principle or Stagel
aspproval from the State Govern-

THENOTIFICATION
GIVES STRATEGIC,
DEFENCE SECTORS
EXEMPTIONS TO
SUBMIT OFFLINE
APPLICATIONS

ment: while “in-principle or
Stage-| approsal” meaes the pee-
lminary approvad of the Central
governiment toaliow the wse of for

apphicatiorrs offine,

“Provided that for projects
rebated 1o defenoe, strtegic and
sational inportance, cxooptional
cascs retalod o public infonest or
CICTEENT NATII, The User Jgency
may be permitied 10 submit 2n
application for prior approval

offline made.” if sabes.
Further
Fuis b providied to critical mis-
erals sector for compensatory
afforestation. Mining of critical
and straegic minerals, as spocified
I Part-D ol the First Schedule of
the Mines and Minerals Mevelop
mern and Regulation) Act. 1957,

declaring componsasary
thon Lands as “protected
optional, which carlier was a
marst. It stades the words, figues
and brackets “sime shudl be noti-
fhod s protectod forest under sec-
tion 29 of Indlan Forest A 1927
or under any other law for the
e betng in foroe”™ to be substi
furod with the wonds: “same shall
be tramderred and mutaiod s for
osd Land in Gavour of the Fosest
Department of notified as pro-
tected forest under section 259 of
Indian Forest Act, 1927 or wnder
any oeher kaw for the time being in
foroe...™ M Is Important wo see
poenas frown LOMPOnss-
tory aflorestation i protectod for-
stor mot.” an expert ssid
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Ridge Takes On ‘Foreign’ Invasion

Pruning Of Kikar Branches To Allow Gmwth Of Native Species; Experts Questmn Long-Term Viability

Friyanglhpirmal
@tmesofindia com

Mew Delhik: For reearly 8 o
trar, the Central Ridge has sto-
o umder  thick canogry of vl
laymt) ki ¢Prosopés fufide.
s frvvmsir species fnom
south and ceniral Apsericn
Thils Basl-gevewling broe, whese
Iy andbease o bilock s
listhet, gl s welobiely dhat i
Teawves Kinghe oo for ol spe-
ki, thiss degrading fonesd di-
versity Now a pilot project ad
tempes 1o push back the kifkar
istenltgicallly restane the Cen-
Imn:lw'ln‘-

O 1he as-ihmmant 1
Cenaral Ridge, the foresd 8
partmment has been carTying
ot evologien] restondion o
ihsren pasches boealling T hoe-
tapes, Using the methasd of co
nopy lifting the tranchesof vi
sl e prissedd ke
wurlight o penetrate. facil i
Vg tha growth of nathve spock
et plantod ansindhe kikar

The project staried on 0
smal ] patedin ¥ nd haw now
T g, “The beadhes
ol wilayali Hikar ane pivisd
wiry s months so thal other
natiee species cin gt enough
surdlight sogrow.* explaimed an
wfficial. When TOR vislied be
Central Ridgo on Tharsda i
AlayaL] Riicass (e 1he
ot parches trismed and
wagiltigs gilasyted armind them

Te pruncd hranches were
dunped nearks:

The remnonval of villayati ki
kar & necessary for restoeing
1k Alidiio 10 its pristine ghory

o, it Eakes 1y
| ala
I g

perlls.af-

sllsioathic traits, relmsing
whemicals that sappmess the
growth of ‘unf-annm, woge
fntiom, Dus

| ot
| Aremy {Signal Regimentl,
(D0A. CPWD, WOME,

i 2l hay
Horthern, South Contral,
Southem, Manakpurg

| ‘and Morphalegical
ridges.

wmmumwmmﬂw
Mative species
being planted
artnad Vilapati
Kikar

penetrates the ground

{Prosopis Juliffora)
B 115 an invashe species from
South wnd Central America

T it introdesed Viliyat
Wokast et

Do b its rapdd imamsion, it
FEplacE NAlve Spities and

it thi: stokegy
- P lange amounts of

e peciosof Rathnimescie
boing planted by a cesdractes
Thie st e all exoties. Ciit
Faciors nood o b ckse! Super:
it Bl oo “he
sad. le addded 1t there was a
et to fared warys of the feeest
deparimeni  undersinmd eg
and weeking plarmens, bots
Tlsta, rod  Eparts and
wvelguets e bt prastl e
Propoiing Murgar Banl, a
sacred grove in Haryana, as a
imade] for restoring the Delhi
Ridpe. Krishen sadd. “Mangar
Haml s 0 proady marke moded of
LA naral forost 1 he port
b Al bl Hike, M b
yota what speches thrive here, In
what Kind of desmity and which
ones cans formoismmmithe: We
eall such forests o “Teferonon 1
1, pilac shat tacties o ove
Fythiing you esesd o fonew sbout
st by platy) el e Mangar
Rl i dhosmrinaod by wonder
Tl el i { Tl
il s ol ey -
% and miinernls of
s tract.” He added chat i was
astonisking that in the past 10
ywars, no cw had thoughd oo
[t o & alnge dhai whit
weresn g T R,
Falyz Rhissor, scamitis)
. DA bt ¥

o
i Badivbrsity
ing to indis State ef
-Mﬁrgtnn:jm 'Dl'cunwmﬂ'-clml.t
dominant species in Defhis
iwnll.unnmr.ul:l‘u mwmumwm
History Of Ridge
Dot Ridige s the Lail end of the ancient.
m%mgm:n
mition years oid

s habitnt boks.
*.m.runue o thae forreat e

s Bk I8 dol
bocanise of degrasbation due to

rhasisation, othés imsan

in

el fnctors, amd biologicalin:
smnlon by alien species, incho
tirg Proceopis il ~Tho
Ridge srosystems have boen
prmitlering cenlogical services

eichament ane and recharging
VaDRT, amd prov)
the ehtizens

the grour
ding peess
All i conlogies)
werviors have been
s o)
ool ¢ L" sla
trdthe propesl
Vilsyatn kikar is
b most dominant
speries not saly in
he Cemral- Ridge,
tmt in. most of Dl

T

Howover, exparts anvn't  plan cnncasocesd withoot ger-
saryt of b project’s long tng v of this tres. Lopplng
brcalise of (e GfT the big ensebhes anid e

e sl

It whirthes the:
Kikar will bo fru
‘-“‘"MJ Bed TegukaEy a5

only the fone dqunzmm b
sedectvely start removing vi
tayntl Kicar 10 evalile nafurnd
wegriation tofloarksh.”

parks programme, sabd that for
the rignoval of vilosth kilar

e iy el
by the Gpe
the canopy: I the sap-

g
lings pilasried aroundin kikar da
ot gt proper sundight, {hosha
dewill ‘CIE hem Innkating the

in o comngry

A forest official wid, “A
wesring plas for Delhi's forest
for ibe bext deoade b being
prepared in associstion with
the Forest Ressarch [natihate
gieal restoration of the
] amd ather Bidgos will
b synbematicnfly done ns per

wachin plon.”

idge zone works now get
digital scrutiny in new SOP

.Ias]iew Gandhiok

hireporterigiadustantimes tom

NEW DELHE The Delhd forest and
wildlife depurtment on Wednes-
day called on all landowning
ageneles in Delhi to utilise its
e-¥an Lekh porial to check
whether a project they were
planning or executing forms a
part of the "morphological
ridge”, according to a standapd
operating procedure  (SOP)
Essued on Wednesday.

Environment minister Man-
jinder Singh Sirsa said the S0P
simplifies the process for getting
clearance, allowing agencics to
gauge and take additional per-
missions if the land parcel forms
o part of morphologlcal ridge,

The morphological ridge is
defined as an area that shows
ridge-like featunes {such as rocky
terrain and hills), but is not actu-
ally anotified or protected forest,
However, it enjoys the samae
tection as Delhi’s Ridge, with no
cornmerciol activity or consin-
tion allowed there.

For clearance to cxecute pro-
jects on such land, the Ridge
Management Board (RMB) and
the Supreme Court-appointed
Ceniral Empowercd Committee
[CEC) need to first give permis-
sion, before the Supreme Court
gives the final permission.

What is a Morphological ridge?
Racky, ridge-like terrain—not a notified forest but protected like
Delhi's Ridge—na construction or commercial activity allowed

: bt

Delhi forest &
wildlife dept. duects
[and-owming
agenies o use
e-Van Lekh portal to
check if projects. £l
within the

manhciogical ridge

DELHI" Southern
NOTIFIED | Ridge
RIDGES  §,200ha

The SO, dated September 24,
sald the department digitised
Delhi's morphological ridge as
per the map provided by the
Geabogical Survey of lndia (GS1)
and the GeoSpattal Delhi Lim-
ited (GSDL).

“Any area or location within
the NCT of Delbhi may be checked
on the E-Van Lekh website to
ascertain whether it falls under
the category of Morpholegical
Ridge as per the existing GSI
map. The SOP can also be
accessed on the evanlekh portal

Projects need approvak from the Ridge
Management Board (RMB) and Supeeme
(ourt-appointed CEC before final SC dearance

Manjinder Singh S&3a says the portal wil
simplify and speed up the dearance process

Central South-Central

Ridge Ridge (Mehrauli)

864ha  626ha

e https:fevanlekh.efor-
estdelhlgov.in,” the SOP read,
adding that one could simply
upload “kmi” files on the web-
site, which will then automati-
cally show whether a project is
within the morphological ridge.

Sirsa said the process was
Fnirly simple and will save time
forall agencies conecened. "The
CEC Is alsousing the same proc-
ess and portal for analysing the
projects submitted before it”
minister Sirsa said.

Delhi has four prominent

Riclge digitised using
Geplogecal Survey of Indla
and GeoSpatial Delhi Limited
data. Agencies can upload
lml files to verify bocatioas.

Northem Manakpura
Ridge | South-Central Ridge

87ha Tha

niotified ridge areas, with on arca
ofaround 7,784 hectares consid-
ored as reserved forests,

The largest ridge is the South-
orm Ridge, which is spread over
an area of 6,200 hectares, fol-
lowed by the Central Ridge.
spread over 864 hectares,

The south-central Ridge in
Mehrauliis spread over 626 hec-
taresand the Northern Ridge is
spread over 87 hectares, Addi-
tionally, the Manakpura south-
central ridge is spread over
seven hectares,
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FOB

Snehil Sinha
snehil sinha@hindustant mes com

NEW DELHI: Chiel minister
Rekhia Gupta and Public Works
Department (PWD) minister
Parvesh Verma on Saturday laid
the foundation stone for a foot
overbridge near the Rajputana
Rifles headquarters in Delhi
Cantonment area along the Ring
Road. Officials said that tenders
have been loated for the work
and the overbridge is expected 1o
be ready by March next year,
“This is a Diwali gift for our
brave soldiers who were earlier
forced to cross a tunnel which
was at a very low height and
dirty. As soon as the Rajputana
Rifles team informed us about
this problem, our government
gotinto action and approved the
construction of FOB. The previ-
0US GOVEENMEents never appreci-
ated the impertance of our brave
soldiers,” CM Gupta said at the
foundation laying ceremony.
The CM along with other min-
isters also visited the culvert that
has been used by the soldiers for
years o reach the other side. She
said that they will not have to
use it next monsoon.
PWDrminister Verma said it
was shameful that the previous
government did not pay atten-
tion to this basic need of soldiers.
“They spent 380 erore on their
Sheesh Mahal, but could not
spare 1.5 crore for an FOB for
our soldiers. OF all the projects
that we are dedicating to the
people during the sewa pakh-

wada. this is the one we are most

CM Gupta lays foundation for
tana es HQ

f’ i ; [i!'f

proud of.” he said.

On May 26 this year, an HT
report highlighted how thou-
sands of soldiers of Rajputana
Rifles, the oldest rifle regiment
of the Indian Army, negotiate a
smelly culvert that overflows
during rains on their way to the
parade ground due to the
absence of a safe crossing. They
do this four times a day = twice
before breakfast and twice after
dusk as the Delhi government
has failed to build a foot over-
bridge despite multiple requests
in the last decade.

The problem aggravates dur-
ing monsoon as the culvert fills
un with rainwater runoff and the

near Rajpu

A
-

/ . e J
CM Gupta at the headquarters of Rajputana Rifles.

s A

trainees of the Rajputana Rifles
regiment have to either wade
through waist deep drain water
or walk along the road for over
2.5 kilometres,

“Towas a long struggle and we
approached several government
officials with the request before
reaching out to the CM. One of
the officials even joked that the
Army should be able to manage
through such difficulties. but we
kept at it and | am glad the gov-
ernment and the CM have finally
taken swift action and started
work,” said brigadier (retired)
Abhijit Chandra, who was the
commandant of the regiment
when thev annroached the cur-

“Thisisa Diwali gift
& forour brave soldiers
M whowere carlier

| forced tocrossa
tunnel which was at
" | avery low heightand
o dirty... previous
governments never
1 appreciated the
importance of our
brave soldiers.”

—Rekha Gupta,
chief minister
HohsAo)

&

May 25: HT reported
soldiers at Rajputana
Rifles HO crossa filthy
drain daily, seeking FOB.

VIPIN ELIMARTHT

rent government with a fresh
request for the FOB,

HT had found that the FOB
was also approved in 2010. The
project was eventually scrapped
until the demand was raised
again recently. Following the HT
repot, the Delhi High Court took
suo motu cognisance and asked
agencies (o ensure its construc-
tion.

After PWD informed the court
that the FOB construction will
take at least a year, the court sug-
gested that a Bailey bridge be
miade for temporary relicl. Work
an building the Bailey bridge has
started and is likely to be com-
nleted within a month.

LG empowers tree officer to decide
on 174 trees for Army’s cancer centre

Priyvangi.Agarwal@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Licutenant governor VK Saxena
granted a special exemption under Delhi Pre-
servation of Trees Act, allowing a tree officer
to decide on felling or transplanting 174 trees
over 5.50 hectares meant for the construction
of a200-bed oncology centre building at Army
Hospital (R&R) Delhi Cantonment.

Atreeofficer can usually take adecisionon
an area covering just one hectare and the ex-
emption has been granted in public interest
under Section 29 of the Act, stated the gazette
notification dated Aug29.

However, the exemption doesnot grant per-
mission for automatically felling or transplan-
ting the trees, “The application for transplan-
tation or felling of trees shall be considered
and scrutinised independently and separately

by the tree officer (west forest division) under
the provisions of DPTA 1994, Delhi Preserva-
tion of Trees Rules 1996, relevant guidelines,
directions issued in this regard and all rele-
vant court orders with due application of
mind, minimising the number of affected tre-
es to be transplanted or felled from within the
exempted area,” the notification pointed out.

Since the project will impact 174 trees, the
permission of the Supreme Court-appointed
central empowered committee is required for
felling or transplantation. According to the re-
vised standard operating procedure, it is man-
datory for the committee to review all requests
for felling 50 o1 more trees.

“The application seeking tree felling or
transplantation request for the project has be-
en forwarded to the committee to take a final
decision,” said an official.
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Oak Culture
And Humans

What the life of tree teaches us on survival strategies

umans can brag about their

ability tocontrol nature, but

the reality is we're powerless

in the face of heatwaves,
floods, wildfives and natural phenomena.
Survival needs collective strategies
against threats - and mutual aid goes
bevond the species barrier.

That's what forests show us
Collaborate amid competition. Collabo-
rate across species. But humankind,
writes Laurent Tillon in Being An
Oak: Life as a Tree, "resists co-evolu-
tion with the microbes that have shaped
us into our species, consciously risking
gradual decline in collective immunity
through isolation and excessive
sterilisation.”

But we get ahead of the story -the
story of Tillon's oak,
his friend and confi-

= L]
dant. Of discovering mlndﬁeld

around 1780, an acorn, with a plantlet
and a radicle inside, organs provided
by the parent oak.

A fieldmouse grabs and runs with
the acorn as it falls to the ground as
winter loot - only to forget about it. A
good crop of acorns means fieldmice
eatup all the acorns, damaging them,
the abundance driving them nuts. So
the oaks pull back on producing
acorns the next season. Rodents’
population plunges - the plant world,
says the book, outwits/fools the animal

a phenomenon called ‘masting’.
That's just onestrategy.

Onee the acorn strikes root, it is
rooted fortherestof itslife, Tillon's cak
can't move at all. “This will be his
calling for the rest of his life,” Roots
don't grow randomly
~ “the tip of each is
a veritable homing

whothe tree —at least

SHORT TAKES ON BIG IDEAS

device. Nothing

240 years old - is, in
forest Silva, near
Paris. The tree that
showed Tillon the
nature of nature -
challengesinsourcing
nutrients, thefight to
grow tall, keeping
the canopy safe, and
competing and coex-
isting with a million creatures -
plant, animal and microbe, It's never
easy. It'snever hopeless either.

Anintricate lattice of stories with
incredible detail shows the oak's
relationships with other trees, beetles,
woodpeckers, salamanders, foragers,
lizards, wolves, and humans. “Trees
that live in a community make up a
super organism whose powers are
immeasurable,” Tillon writes,

By the 17th century, oaks provided
wood for building boats, to meet
maritime ambitions of King Louis
XVI, also the first to engage in ‘forest
management’, Over centuries, railways,
cities, industry - all needed wood
from the forest. This oak’s life was at
risk from the minute it was born,

Soi= e

happens by chance.”
It's not that the cak
gives an order, but
in  chemical and
electrical messages
still a secret to
scientists, stimuli are
received for roots to
head downwards

- i and a plantlet to vie
towards light. Caterpillars time their
emergence from eggs when the oak is
about to bud. Yet the oak'sbranches too
appear to hold off on budding - tomake
it harder for caterpillars toattack.

The young oak knows the approach
of fungi is an act of aggression, but
local “bacterial diplomacy™ ensures
all three strike up a relationship of
nutrient and information exchange,
to signal deficiency and danger, for
all time to come. These early “breach
in defences” only help the oak mount
an efficient immune response
against attacks through its life.
Collaboration and a perpetual
learning of strategies - relationships
within competition.

That's the lesson for humans.

pro s
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Themed gardens,
welcome centre; SC

panel nod to Buddha
Jayanti Park upgrade

SOPHIYA MATHEW
NEW DELHI SEPTEMBER 27

A SUPREME Court-appointed
Central Empowered Commitiee
(CEC } has recommended that the
court permit the Central Public
Works Department (CPWD]) to
use 41647 hectares of the Central
Ridge's reserved forest for atwo-
phase upgrade of the Buddha
JayantiPark. The panel, however,
has set certain conditions for the
upgrade and said that the CPWD
should seek the Union govern-
ment's nod under the Forest
(Conservation JAct, 1980,

The comrmitiee’s report, filed
on Friday, comes after the CPWD
presented a proposal for the up-
grade on September 23, The re-
part highlighted that the plan
would formalise visitor move-
ment through durable paths, re-
duce melance on borewel Is by cre-
ating a dedicated irrigation
system, and improve safety,
amenities and eco-education
without disturbing the Ridge's
natural character. According to the
CPWIY's proposal, Phase 1of the
project involves the addition of
two underground water-storage
tanks, totalling 20 lakh litres, and
laying of pipelines thatcollectively
divert 6,489 sq mof forest lanl.

On the other hand, Phase Il
covers 35,159 sq m of "develop-
ment and renovation” works: re-
pairing and widening worn and
slippery walking tracks; upgrad-
ingthe park restaurant and toilets;

$The IndianEXPRESS

At Buddha Jayanti Park. File

adding five wooden gazebosand
awelcomecentre; introdudng so-
lar-panelled parking, leaf-shred-
ders, sculptures, benches, dust-
bins and fencing; revamping the
murseryand ceatingwaterpatsfor
birds; and laying out a series of
themed gardens, These indudea
mandalagarden cut to the shape
ofalotus pond with anisland and
dusters o protect existing trees, a
nine-hued Navras garden, and
Italian, French, Japanese and
Kashrmir-style terraced plots,

Among the conditions laid
down by the CEC is that the de-
partment must deposit 5% of the
project cost with the Ridge
Management Board.

The work onpipelines will be
tightly controlled — no major
COUIPIMEN s (o move inside the
Ridge, and alignments must be
planned toavoid injury to stand-
ing trees. Any damage will attract
a penalty of Rs 1,00,000 pertree
in addition to action under the
Indian Forest Act, 1927,

Sun, 28 'Sepf_e
https://epape
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Floods rip into Punjab’s dwindling

green cover, 5 |

@timesofindia.com

Chandigarh: Devastating
floods in Punjab have severe-
Iy hampered the state’s des-
perate efforts toexpand its di-
minishing green cover. The
forest and wildlife preserva-
tion department has report-
ed the loss of 4,94,956 trees
over nearly 776 hectares in
the current floods — the
worstin 37 vears.

The India State of Forest
Report (ISFR) 2023 estimates
thestate’s forest cover at 1,846
sq km, just 3.7% of its geo-
graphical area of about 50.3
lakh hectares. With nearly
83% of the land under culti-
vation, there islittle scope for
expanding forest cover,

The forest department

{ M

An Army ductn checks a person
at a flood relief camp in Fazilka

has pegged the damage at
about Rs 341.3 lakh, However,
officials cautioned that these
are only preliminary esti-
mates, and the figure may
rise once the floodwaters re-
cede and the full extent of de-
struction is assessed.

A memorandum pre-

pared by principal chief con-
servatorof forests Dharmin-
der Sharma for submission
to the inter-ministerial cen-
tral team also noted damage
to 10 departmental build-
ings, adding another Rs 19.2
lakh in losses. The total dam-
age has been assessed at over
Rs 360.5 lakh. “Once the sit-
uation improves, a detailed
planwill bedrawnup to over-
come the damage caused to
the green cover by the
floods,” Sharma said.
Experts cautionthe floods
have deepened Punjab’s eco-
logical stress. With forest cov-
er already amang the lowest
in the country, the loss of
plantations under state-run
afforestation schemes is ex-
pected to further slow efforts
to restore ecological balance.

akh trees uprooted

3 more deaths take
Punjab toll to 46

hree more people died in

Punjab between Friday and
Saturday, taking the flood toll to
46. Another 48 new villages we-
re threatened with floods. Am-
ong the dead was a 13-year-old
boy who drowned inthe Tangri
riverin Ambala district. Tn

Toll in HP floods at
366, 41 others missing

earch for two persons mis-
Ssingina!andsiide inKullu
entered the third day on Satu-
rday evenas the weather eased
up abit, allowing for rescue and
restoration efforts tospeed up
across the state, The toll stands
at 366 and 41 others are listed
asmissing inthe hill state. s
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Project a structural
and ecological
egamble: Geologist

»Continued fromP 1

A rchitect Bharti Jain,
A(me of the protesters,
4 captured the tension:
“We don't need another ac-
cess route to Mussoorie. We
need a Doon where streams
flow freely, and forests stand
where they always did.”

Plans show the elevated
road will be built on massive
concrete pillars driven into
the Rispana and Bindal
beds. Geologists say these
riverbeds are unstable, lay-
ered with silt and gravel that
cannot support such con-
struction without major ex-
cavation — work that would
generate lakhs of cubic
metres of debris, with no
clear plan for disposal. The
altered river hydraulics
could speed up floodwaters,
destabilise the piers, and
threaten both the corridor
and nearby settlements dur-
ing the monsoon.

Officers in the state pub-
lic works department told
TOI that feasibility and
hydrological studies for
both the Rispana (11km) and
Bindal (15km) sections have
been completed and land ac-
guisition is underway. How-
ever, residents allege the

A protester said
they need a Doon
where streams

flow freely, and
forests stand where
they always did

publichearings wererushed
and unresponsive. At a re-
cent session, several partici-
pants claimed they were giv-
en no chance to ask ques-
tions and were hurried
through the agenda.
Rakesh Kapoor, a senior
geologistand former special
secretary to the Himachal
Pradesh govt, called the pro-
ject*astructuraland ecolog-
ical gamble”. He warned
that canalising the rivers
would sever their connec-
tion tofloodplains and aquif-
ers, while proximity to the
Main Boundary Fault—one
of the Himalavan region’s
most active seismic zones —
only deepened the risk. Ka-
poor also criticised what he
called “a flawed environ-
mental and social review
process”, saying that both
the social impact assess-
ment and public hearings
failed to fully account for
long-term ecological and
community impacts.

September 2025

20km road project over two
Doon rivers sparks protests

Gaurav Talwar & Shivani Azad

Dehradun: Uttarakhand go-
vit's planto build a Z6km eleva-
ted road corvidor over two of
Dehradun’s primary rivers

Rispana and Bindal — has
triggered public  protests,
with citizens, environmenta-
lists and geologists warning
that the Rs 6 200-crore project
could bring irreversible

765 extreme rain events
in hill states, OTHERBK, P8

smdhifﬂmh

& hydrological
Hspa.na (11km) & Bindal (15km)

river sections of the elevated
road project have been dong.
Land acquisition underway
» Several geologists say the
altered river hydraulics due
to the construction project
could speed up floodwaters,
destabilise piers and threaten
bath the corridor and nearby
settlements during monsoons

“to Man
Boundary
Fault —

one of
Himalayan

seismic zones — deepens the risk
> Many residents allege public

on the project were
rashed and they were given no
chance to ask questions

harm to the valley’s ecology
displace over 2600 families

and compromise flood safety

and groundwater reserves,
Hundreds of residents
marched through the ecity
Sunday demandinga rollback
of theproject, which proposes
building a four-lane highway
on piers embedded directly

intoriverbeds.

The protest didn't appear
overnight. It had been buil-
ding slowly, online and across
dinner tables and neighbowr

hood meetings. The project,
billed as a traffic deconges-
tion measure and an alterna-
te access to Mussoorie, was
not only seen as unnecessary
by eritics, but as misaligned
with the needs and character
of the Doon valley.
Oneprotestor held upa jar
of foul-smelling river water,
placing it beside a banner:
“This is not progress. This is
forgetting who we are.™

» ‘Ecological gamble’, P 10

Doon eway pillars
being reinforced

n the aftermath of massive

flood destruction in Dehra-
dun, NHAT has begun reinfor-
cing 24 pillars on the elevated
stretch of the upcoming Del-
hi-Dehradunexpressway The
pillars, on the Mohand Rao ri-
verbed or close to it, are being
buttressed through jacketing
— a process to strengthen
structural bases. P10
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The Char-Dham Development
A Boon or A Bane

The road widening project at the Chardham is a big question mark on the mindsets of

the development authorities.

The area designed for the mountains and river by the Lord is challenged by the
authorities to visit the same Lord, which seems absurd.

The recent landslides are a clear example of what all can go wrong in the mountains if
their nature is disturbed.

The environmentalists from all around India have come together to file a letter against
this project in the Supreme Court.

Here are some links highlighting the information about the same.

Murli Manohar Joshi Karan Singh appeal to CJI Review and recall judgement on Char

Dham project | Jansatta

‘Review and recall’ judgment on Char Dham project, BJP veteran M M Joshi,_Karan

Singh appeal to CJI | India News - The Indian Express

Recall Char Dham project judgment: Murli Manohar Joshi, environmentalists to
Supreme Court - The Hindu

Urgent Appeal to Supreme Court: Activists and Experts Demand Review of Char Dham

Highway Project Amid Rising_ Himalayan Disasters - https://indianmasterminds.com

Sr BJP leaders MM Joshi, Karan Singh, 50 others write to SC for review of Char Dham
road project order | Dehradun News - The Times of India



https://www.instagram.com/reel/DGF4_4_oMQa/?igsh=bjJuY2V5M3o0Znk4
https://www.jansatta.com/national/murli-manohar-joshi-karan-singh-appeal-to-cji-review-and-recall-judgement-on-char-dham-project/4162143/?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=WhatsappShare
https://www.jansatta.com/national/murli-manohar-joshi-karan-singh-appeal-to-cji-review-and-recall-judgement-on-char-dham-project/4162143/?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=WhatsappShare
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/review-and-recall-judgment-on-char-dham-project-bjp-veteran-m-m-joshi-karan-singh-appeal-to-cji-10273096/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/review-and-recall-judgment-on-char-dham-project-bjp-veteran-m-m-joshi-karan-singh-appeal-to-cji-10273096/
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/environmentalists-former-minister-appeal-supreme-court-to-restrain-himalayan-road-building/article70098968.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/environmentalists-former-minister-appeal-supreme-court-to-restrain-himalayan-road-building/article70098968.ece
https://indianmasterminds.com/news/char-dham-highway-supreme-court-appeal-147898/
https://indianmasterminds.com/news/char-dham-highway-supreme-court-appeal-147898/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/dehradun/sr-bjp-leaders-mm-joshi-karan-singh-50-others-write-to-sc-for-review-of-char-dham-road-project-order/articleshow/124166360.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/dehradun/sr-bjp-leaders-mm-joshi-karan-singh-50-others-write-to-sc-for-review-of-char-dham-road-project-order/articleshow/124166360.cms
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The intensity and frequency of monsoon rainfall have marginally increased {Photo: Sarika Singh/Twitter)

Ecologists blame faulty infrastructure projects for Himalayan landslides

SC panel okays use of forest land
at Ridge park for benefit of public

Priyangi.Agarwal

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Nearly a month
after recommending action
against CPWD officials for in-
stalling underground water
tanks and associated pipeli-
nes in Buddha Javanti Park
without permission, the Su-
preme Court-appointed cen-
tral empowered committee
has approved the use of 4.2
hectares of the forest land to
construct two storage tanks
and conduct renovation work.

The committee said if any
tree was damaged during the
work, a penalty of Rs 1 lakh
per tree and other penalties
would be imposed. The work
can start only after Supreme
Court approves it. Buddha Ja-
vanti Park is part of the ecolo-
gically sensitive Central Rid-
gereserved forest,

New Delhi Nature Society
had filed a contempt petition in
the court alleging that duringa
visit in April 2024, large-scale
unlawful excavation was wit-
nessed at the park, The petitio-
nerclaimed that theactivity in-
volved the felling or uprooting

While recommending the
use of 4.2 hectares, the
committee in its latest
report said that the
ecological character of
the area must be
restored. CPWD shall
plant and maintain three
concentric rows, each
consisting at least 1,000
indigenous fruit-bearing
trees and shrubs

of several trees and was under-
taken without obtaining any
statutory clearance under Fo-
rest (Conservation) Act, 1980,
Following this, Supreme Court
asked the committee to submit
areport.

In a report dated Aug 20,
which was submitted before
the apex court, the committes
estimated that nine trees were
pruned in violation of Delhi
Preservation of Trees Act, 1984,

In another report dated
Sept 26, the committes said
“the CPWD officers may have
commenced the work without

the approval of this apex co-
urt and also without prior
approval of central govt un-
der the provisions of the Van
{Sanrakshan Evam Samva-
rdhan) Adhinivam, 1980 eit-
herdue to ignorance of the ru-
les or under some other com-
pulsion... However, this sho-
uld not deprive the public of
the henefits of the project™
The matter is pending before
the court.

Central Public Works De-
partment earlier said it had
proposed the construction of
two underground tanks for the
storage of unfiltered irrigation
water and that “work began in
April 2024 with site clearance
of dead vegetation and barrica-
dingof thebarrenarea™,

‘While recommending the
use of 4.2 hectares now, the
committee said in its latest re-
port that to restore the ecolo-
gical character of the area,
CPWDshall plant and mainta-
in three concentric rows, each
consisting of not less than
1.000  indigenous fruit-be-
aring trees and shrubs, along
the periphery of the park du-
ring the next rainy season.
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Here are some hot nature gossip tweets from our @NDN_HQ page in August.
Dive into these juicy stories by clicking the links and get ready to be wowed!

Follow our Twitter page for your daily dose of nature and conservation buzz!

Assam’s PM2.5 breaches safety standards.
Click to View

The Gurugram landfills trigger environmental hazards.

Click to View

Meteor shower over Delhi NCR.
Click to View

Harassment of dog feeders to invite legal actions.

Click to View

Red Fort walls are coated with toxins, eating away their vibrant color.

Click to View

First cut trees, then plant shrubs and bamboo to deal with pollution.
Click to View

Ridge gives nod to six non-forest activity projects, more trees to be cut.

Click to View

Deragaon Police rescued 23 dogs from suspected meat trade trafficking.

Click to View

Mercury level in Delhi’s air highest.
Click to View

Flood rip into Punjab’s dwindling green cover.

Click to View

Drone shot of Delhi floods.
Click to View

Yamuna River at Hathnikund Barrage is discharging massive 3,11,000 Cusces.
Click to View

According to the AQLI 2025 report, Indians breathe air worse than WHO's safe limits
Click to View



https://x.com/BhavreenMK/status/1969995517007659440
https://x.com/BhavreenMK/status/1969995517007659440
https://x.com/warriormoms_ne/status/1967180436406423632
https://x.com/bsindia/status/1962448993616810449
https://x.com/bsindia/status/1962448993616810449
https://x.com/DelhiTreesSOS/status/1965638711821173252
https://x.com/DelhiTreesSOS/status/1965638711821173252
https://x.com/BhavreenMK/status/1966358570510975238
https://x.com/BhavreenMK/status/1966358570510975238
https://x.com/guptadas_anando/status/1968206291362541886
https://x.com/guptadas_anando/status/1968206291362541886
https://x.com/GreaterNoidaW/status/1969221543222792638
https://x.com/GreaterNoidaW/status/1969221543222792638
https://twitter.com/NDNS_HQ
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1967751498638717339
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1967751498638717339
https://x.com/PercyBillimoria/status/1965397123043569729
https://x.com/PercyBillimoria/status/1965397123043569729
https://x.com/cleanAirBharat/status/1965073148337963227
https://x.com/cleanAirBharat/status/1965073148337963227
https://x.com/DelhiTreesSOS/status/1964885056356536706
https://x.com/DelhiTreesSOS/status/1964885056356536706
https://x.com/PTI_News/status/1963425643657560289
https://x.com/PTI_News/status/1963425643657560289
https://x.com/navin_ankampali/status/1962365568918630569
https://x.com/navin_ankampali/status/1962365568918630569
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NDNS Coffee Table Book

THE

GREENZONLES OF DELHI

September 2025

VERHAEN EHANNA

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING CUR MISSON TC PROTECT THE PLANET,

This beautifully illustrated book showcases the lush greenery and vibrant ecosystems
found in the heart of India's capital. Each page offers a glimpse into the diverse flora
and fauna that thrive in Delhi's green zones, from bustling parks to serene gardens. By
purchasing this coffee table book, you not only bring a piece of nature's beauty into
your home but also support the efforts of NDNS (New Delhi Nature Society) in their
mission to protect and conserve these precious natural habitats. Your contribution helps
promote environmental awareness and ensures that future generations can enjoy the
city's green treasures.

Buy Now —‘

Adoption Alert!

These Cuties have been
rescued and are now
looking for a happy home.
If you can provide them a
home please fill up the
form.

Adoption Form —‘



https://forms.gle/rPZvgz4xzcUtYaTi7
https://forms.gle/rPZvgz4xzcUtYaTi7
https://www.ndns.in/product/greenzones-of-delhi-coffee-table-book/
https://www.ndns.in/product/greenzones-of-delhi-coffee-table-book/
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Sponsor NDNS Newsletter

Support nature while promoting your business!

Sponsor the New Delhi Nature Society Newsletter, reaching 30,000-50,000 passionate

nature lovers every month.

By sponsoring, your business gets a special mention and visibility among an eco-

conscious audience.

Choose from Full Page (15,000), Half Page (%10,000), or Quarter Page (%5,000) to

ShOWCGS@ your bI’GI‘ICI.

Best of all, the funds raised will go directly towards nature conservation projects,

helping protect trees, wildlife, and green spaces.

This is your chance to build brand trust, connect with caring readers, and contribute to

a greener tomorrow.

Reserve your space today and make an impact!

CONSE RVAT!ON
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NDNS Diary
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Volunteer, Intern Or Membership At NDNS

Join NDNS in our mission to conserve nature and

Ik

make a positive impact on our planet! We are looking
for dedicated individuals to volunteer or intern with

us. Whether you're passionate about saving trees, JOIN OUR TEAM
spreading awareness through social media, editing

New Delhi Nature Society
impactful videos, organizing workshops, contribute is offering paid internships!

your skills in your free time as a volunteer or commit %
to a two-month internship, there are many ways to get % Details ———;
involved. Click the button if you're interested in ﬂ,-

joining us. Together, we can make a difference!

Membership Benefits: Internship Form
1.Exclusive Invites to Members-Only events.

2.For every other event, members get a 15% discount
(nature walk, workshops, etc.)

3.Members can avail of a 15% discount on NDNS Membership Form }
merch.

4.Members are granted access to the NDNS library.

Cost for a l-year membership is Rs 5000/- After Volunteer Form
submitting the form, we will verify your details and

then send you a link for the online payment.

Donate a book to the NDNS library

We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude

to all the amazing individuals who have donated
nature-related books towards the

#newdelhinaturesociety library. Your generosity

11T NHOai BHLCY

will help us in building a comprehensive library

34 DNIHSINYA IHI

that will be a valuable resource for nature

enthusiasts and students alike. If you too would

SNOIS §TNLYN ONIAVIY ¢

like to contribute to our library, we welcome book

Huods upgen e ANGHL Y 33NTEM

donations and encourage you to get in touch with

us for more information. You can visit our website

ST NEEIT IOV M3 ST
o

£

[ SUYUOLHAMAS ONIQIVEE  HEUHNHIN

at | www.ndns.in to learn more about our

organization and our various initiatives.


https://www.instagram.com/p/Caz9ZwCPsLN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
http://www.ndns.in/
https://www.ndns.in/volunteer-form/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOhiLLyEFjen5EnI8OS8HRUrzLjzlgu8GiyNgoIoV-npQPPQ/viewform
https://www.ndns.in/membership/
https://www.ndns.in/membership/
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D¢ Choke Trees SOS NUMBERS

The Hon'ble National Green Tribunal in (TREES AND ANIMALS)

its order dated 23rd April 2013 has

directed all Public Authorities to ensure « NDNS - 9711115666

that all the sign boards, names, - Wildlife Rescue - 9810129698,

advertisements, any kind of boards or 9810639698

signage's, electric wires and high tension . People For Animals - O11 23719293

cables or otherwise are removed from / 9994.

the trees. « For Cows - Dhyan Foundation -
9999099423

They shall also ensure that the concrete

surrounding the trees within one meter

of the trees are removed and dall the

trees are looked after well and due

precaution is taken in future so that no
A TREE IS BEING CUT?

concrete or construction or repairing

work is done at least within one meter

radius of the trunk of trees. -Click pictures

-Tell them to stop immediately

NAILS, WIRES (10,000 RS. FINE) Ak them to show the Forest
NGT ORDER FOR DE-CHOKING TREES Department permission.
DELHI PRESERVATION OF TREES ACT -No permission, then Call 100 and

wait till help arrives.

-Report the matter on the Green
Helpline 011-23378513

-Write a letter to the Forest
Department

-If they do have permission, then
take the supervisor's details who
must be present there and contact
the Forest Department .

FOREST DEPT. EMAILS

SIGN UP! 1 CLICK HERE! W

To receive regular updates Access to previous

from NDNS.

Newsletters



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y_jVQjUK_EGlZMCe0qFRybou71kgOiZc/view
http://www.compassionateliving.in/DelhiPreservationofTreesAct.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QBS1tELkSgwOouFq55z9AdRMJNVtjJ5O/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDe8o3CuWjhkVzdmzapXmdWOn6hzZLYD2qYtAdO-93ZJK5eg/viewform
https://www.ndns.in/newsletters/
https://www.ndns.in/newsletters/
https://forest.delhi.gov.in/forest/contact-us

