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November Nature Walks

This November, we hosted 30 Days, 30 Nature Walks across 30 different
greenzones of Delhi, bringing people closer to the city’s vibrant biodiversity.

Each walk offered a chance to explore trees, birds, wetlands, and lesser-known
natural habitats, while learning about their role in keeping Delhi healthy.

Through guided walks, stories, and on-ground awareness, we encouraged citizens,
especially children, to value and protect our environment. The month-long
initiative helped many rediscover Delhi's green spaces and inspired stronger
connections with nature.

Watch Videos



https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety?igsh=ZWtjNGk3bTI0dzIx
https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety?igsh=ZWtjNGk3bTI0dzIx
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“Tree Of Life” Art- Competition at INTACH

New Delhi Nature Society was invited by INTACH, Indian National Trust for Art and
Cultural Heritage, a non-profit organization founded in 1984 to protect and conserve
India's natural, built, and cultural heritage, to deliver an engaging session on the
importance of trees to students from 50+ schools participating in the “Tree of Life”
painting competition.

Our founder spoke about the vital role trees play in sustaining ecosystems, improving air
quality, and enriching life.

The interactive session encouraged students to observe trees more closely, understand
their value, and become active guardians of nature.

The young participants beautifully translated these learnings into their artwork, making
the event both educational and inspiring for all involved.
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Pragyan 2025 @ Kirori Mal College

New Delhi Nature Socicty was invited as a
panclist for Pragyan 2025 at Kirori Mal
College, where we spoke on “The Great
Transition: Understanding the  Climate
Threshold -~ Limits, Risks, and the Path
Forward.”

Our discussion highlighted Delhi’'s urgent
cnvironmental challenges, the need to
respect ecological limits, and the collective
responsibility to act now.

We shared practical steps for youth-led
climate action and emphasized restoring
urban green zones.

The event inspired deeper commitment
toward a resilient, sustainable future.
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Eco-tourism @ College of Vocational Studies

NDNS was invited to College of Vocational Studies, Delhi University, to speak on
the growing concept of eco-tourism.

We highlighted how the idea is meaningful only when it truly protects nature.
Today, the term is often misused—gyms, caf¢s and commerecial sctups are being
built inside reserved areas, leading to the loss of lakhs of trees.

We emphasized that real eco-tourism must follow coexistence: educating people,
conserving habitats and celebrating nature without disturbing it.

Our message urged students to rethink and restore the true spirit of eco-tourism.
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Felicitation at 122 NCRWA

The founder of New Delhi Nature Society was recently felicitated at the 12th
National Conference of Resident Welfare Associations, centred on the theme
Swachh Bharat.

The recognition highlights his dedicated efforts toward nature conservation across
Delhi.

Through our regular nature walks, we inspire citizens to reconnect with the
cnvironment and understand the importance of protecting it.

We also conduct impactful CSR activitics, workshops, and awarcness
programmers to strengthen community participation in conservation.

Alongside on ground action, NDNS continues to pursue legal interventions to
safcguard Delhi’s green zones and ensure long-term ccological protection.
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Wall Painting @ Tihar Village School

NDNS recently created an environmental awareness wall painting at Dilli Nagar
Nigam Prathmik Sah-Shiksha Vidhyalaya, Tihar Village, Delhi.

The vibrant mural highlights themes of how lives thrives when humans take care of
nature.

Through colourful illustrations and messages, we aimed to inspire young students
to appreciate and protect nature.

This initiative reflects our ongoing commitment to environmental education,
encouraging children to become future guardians of Delhi’s natural heritage.

The wall now stands as a daily reminder to choose a greener path.
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Aurora Borealis

The Aurora Borealis, nature’s breathtaking light show, recently lit up the night sky
in dazzling shades of green and violet.

This month, the spectacle reached much lower latitudes than normal, thanks to an
intense Category 5 gcomagnetic storm caused by heightened solar activity.

For many, it was a once-in-a lifetime moment to witness this celestial wonder far
from the polar regions.

Such rare events remind us of Earth’s quict magic and the importance of
protecting our fragile atmosphere.

Each glowing wave urges us to value and safeguard the natural marvels that
continue to illuminate and inspire our world.
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NEW DELHE The Supreme Court
on Wednesday ordered an inde-
pendent, on-ground survey of
Delhi's AN Jha Deer Park in
Hauz Khas, llagging overcrowd-
ing of deer, chronic resource
constraintsand persistent man-
agerial lapses in the 10.97-acre
captive enclosure. The court
also barred the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) from
carrying out any further deer
translocation or hosting “any
commercial events, private par-
ties or non=conservation activi-
ties” in the park’s ecological
zome and bufler,

A bench of jusiices Vikram
Nathand Sandeep Mehta saida
“scientifically grounded evalua-
tion was imperative”, citing a
lack of reliable records on the
current decr population, the
number already moved to
release sites, their survival sta-
s, and the ecological readiness
for future relocation.

The court has now tasked the
eentral empowered committee
{CEC), functioning under the
Environment (Protection) Act,
o conduct the survey and sub-
mit a report within eight weeks,
The pancl will count the current
deer stock, assess the park's
ceological carrying capacity,
dietermine “the maximum num-
Iber of deer that can be sustaina-
bly retained”, inspect release
sites at the Ramgarh Vishdhari
and Mukundra Hills Tiger
Reserves, and draft a roadmap
for any future translocation,

The case stems from a New
Delht Nature Society petition
challenging the Delhi High
Court orders in July 2024 and
January 2025 that allowed the
translocation of hundreds of
deer to wildlife sanctuaries and
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SC halts relocation from
Deer Park, orders survey

r

ecological carrying capacity,

tiger reserves in Rajasthan and
within Delhi, ostensibly to
resolve overcrowding.

Petitloners has argued the
plan breaches Central Zoo
Authority norms, provisions of
the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972, and IUCN Guidelines for
reintroductions and conserva-
tion translocations.

Reviewing records from 2014
to 2022, the bench noted that
the park has been operating “far
below statutory standards” for
yeurs despite repeated warnings
and compliance extensions,
Reports between 2014 and 2022
documented sustalned non-
compliance in enclosure main-
tenance, veterinary infraseruc-
ture, record-keeping. habitat
enrichment and monitoring sys-
tems, allowing the population to
swell unchecked and exceed
carrying capacity.

The court said the DDA
licked the veterinary and logis-
tical capacity to manage a herd
that has fluctuaied between 350
and 600 for over a decade, The
enclosure’s spatial limits, com-
pounded by insufficient fodder,
waler and supervision, were
heightening welfare risks such

The panel will cotni the current deer siockand assess the park’s

SANIEEV VERMASHT PHOTD

as chronic stress among deer,
suppressed immunity amd the
potential lor disease outbreak.

“In such circumstances, sci-
entific population management
through regulated translocation
was foresecable and indispensa-
ble,” the bench said.

But the court made it clear
that alleged irregularitics in
past refocation efforts —trans-
port of pregnant does, juveniles
and antlered stags, crowded
loading conditions, absence of
veterinary checks, tagzing, and
post-release monitoring, and
CONCErns over nelease-site suita-
bility — “could not be ignored”,

1t added that there was no
documented proof of genetic
screening. tranguilisation pro-
tocols, veterinary certification,
habitat feasibility studies, or
assessment of predator-prey
balance and acclimatisation
planning for deer released into
tiger-occupied reserves. It fur-
ther lamented that “without
post-release surveillance tools
such as telemenry or radiochips,
the survival rate of translocated
deer remains unknown,”

The matter will be heard
again on March 17, 2026,
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Fight to save one of the very
few leftover city forests in Delhi

ROHIT
ot PRASAD

With the soaring AQls, people finding it liver-
ally impossible to breathe and the start of long
pending discussion on the removal of green
cover off the Aravalli and how Delhi losr its
green shietd which saved it from the dust for
centuries, it is imperative that every citizen
values every single standing tree not just in
solitude but as a intertwined network which
selflessly makes our cities liveable.

Delhi’s Deer Park has been a fine example
of conservation of deer and as a green belt in
the heart of Delhi, which not just helps us
breathe but also provides a learning ground
for city kids to understand biodiversity in its
entirety,

When the DDA deckded to move the Deer
fram the Deer Park few years ago, alarm bells
went off and some environmental ists includ-
ing Verhaen Khanna, Barun Bhanot and
leevesh Gupta along with their NGOs, New
Delhi Nature Society and Campaign For
Differently Abled picked up the cudgel o
expose the mismanagement of the
deer park. stop the movement of
Deers and ensure that the land
does not fall into the wrong hands.

The case which was dismissed by
the High Court allowing the movement of Deéer
in favour of the DDA was move by Verhaen and
Jeevesh in the Supreme court where they not
just got a stay on the deer movement but also
managed to expose the illegal jhuggis having
come up in the middle of the deer park, sale
of ducks frony the district park lake and no
International protocols and guidelines being
followed for movement of deers.

During the hearing of the case on 26th
November 2025, the Supreme Court observed
that the translocation protocol and best prac-
tices incorporated in the guidelines issued by
the Central Zoo Authority and IUCN Guidelines
were not adhered to during the translocation
of deer from Deer Park to Ramgarh Vishdharni
Tiger Reserve and Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve
in the State of Rajasthan,

There is no documentary evidence of pre-
translocation genetic screening, tagging, tran-
quilisation protocals, veterinary fitness certi-
fication, or behavioural acclin i

The Supreme Court has not jus
Dethi High Court's ruling which refused to
interfere with the DDA's chronic mismanage-

’d'ht]]ianetr
[SSTNCE 1865 |

ment in the functioning of the AN [ha Deer Park
but has also appointed a Cent ¥ d
Committee (CEC| to conduct an independent,
on-ground assessment covering, actual pop-
ulation atr Deer Park, its ecological carrying
capacity, survival status of deer already
shifted to Rajasthan, and a scientific, welfare-
compliant roadmap lor any future relocation.
Further, the Court has asked the DDA 0
explain, within eight weeks, the reduction in
the AN Jha Deer Park area and to
stop leasing the park for commer-
cial events from now omwards.

Caonclusion

The Supreme Court's intervention marks a
turning point not just for the AN jha Deer Park,
but for how Delbl - and India - approaches
urban ecology as a whole. Ata time when the
city is gasping under hazardous AQ! levels and
battling the consequences of decades-long
environmental neglect, the Court's decision
reinforces a critical truth: preserving natural
assets is not a luxury but a civic obligation.

Deer Park is more than a green pocket; itis
a fiving classroom, a biodiversity refuge, and
one of the last remaining buffers protecting
Delhi from complete ecological collapse. The
Court’s insistence on scientific norms, trans-
parent governance, and accountability sets an
important precedent for all future wildiife and
green-belt decisions,
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Supreme Court orders audit of Hauz Khas deer park; flags violations

during_shifting_of 261 deer to Rajasthan

Supreme Court Stops Deer Translocation From Delhi's AN Jha Deer Park,

Orders Probe Into Negligence By DDA.


https://www.instagram.com/reel/DGF4_4_oMQa/?igsh=bjJuY2V5M3o0Znk4
https://www.barandbench.com/news/supreme-court-orders-audit-of-hauz-khas-deer-park-flags-violations-during-shifting-of-261-deer-to-rajasthan
https://www.barandbench.com/news/supreme-court-orders-audit-of-hauz-khas-deer-park-flags-violations-during-shifting-of-261-deer-to-rajasthan
https://www.livelaw.in/supreme-court/supreme-court-stops-deer-translocation-from-delhis-an-jha-deer-park-orders-probe-into-negligence-by-dda-311281
https://www.livelaw.in/supreme-court/supreme-court-stops-deer-translocation-from-delhis-an-jha-deer-park-orders-probe-into-negligence-by-dda-311281
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Away from the city,
hlkers findcleanair
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“Hilking is more
than just fitness’

Away from the city, hikers find clean air.

30 DAYS, 30
GREENZONES
{Nature walk by New
Delhi Nature Society)
Where: Tughlakabad
Biodiversity Park
When: Sun

Time: 8am - 10am

November 2025

" DELHI
THEATRE
‘fhzsnm

KOREA STREET FAIR
Where: Worldmark 3, Aerocity

When: Fri - Sun
b Time: Tpm - 10pm

M%?)lNE
{ HERITAG
| COMES TO DELHI
(A dining experience by
| Tales of City)
Where: The Kunj, Vasant
Kumj

When; Sun
Time: Noon - Zpm

If');ﬁ)u're into
workshops

PRESSED FLOWER
7 WORKSHOP

Where: SThe Green Room,
GK 2, M-Block


https://www.instagram.com/reel/DGF4_4_oMQa/?igsh=bjJuY2V5M3o0Znk4
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/away-from-the-city-hikers-find-clean-air/articleshow/125462328.cms
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Here are some hot nature gossip tweets from our @NDN_HQ page in November.
Dive into these juicy stories by clicking the links and get ready to be wowed!

Follow our Twitter page for your daily dose of nature and conservation buzz!

World's once Greenest Capital is now the most Polluted one.

Click to View

Odisha imposes 7-month fishing ban to protect nesting Olive Ridley turtles.
Click to View

Ex-AlIMS Director warns Delhi’s toxic air can cause heart & lung disease.

Click to View

Hospitals are witnessing a sharp rise in respiratory & cardiac complaints across all age groups.

Click to View

Delhi sinking fastest among Indian megacities due to ‘excessive groundwater withdrawal

Click to View

Judges targeted for passing strong env orders.

Click to View

India soon will have only one National Park.

Click to View

25% of transplanted trees are dead.
Click to View

Uranium found in Delhi’s groundwater.

Click to View

Trees and Heritage Trees, need ‘protection’ for their ‘preservation’.

Click to View

The axes of Urban Disaster.

Click to View

Delhi is blanketed in a dense layer of toxic smog.

Click to View

Yamuna's true toxic state.

Click to View



https://x.com/Indianinfoguide/status/1984601077522842112?s=20
https://x.com/Indianinfoguide/status/1984601077522842112?s=20
https://x.com/mohitlaws/status/1994410809309757792?s=20
https://x.com/PeekTV_in/status/1991162770344022411?s=20
https://x.com/PeekTV_in/status/1991162770344022411?s=20
https://x.com/DefenceBrat/status/1986674849021108412?s=20
https://x.com/DefenceBrat/status/1986674849021108412?s=20
https://x.com/sushmadate/status/1985587571137892528?s=20
https://x.com/sushmadate/status/1985587571137892528?s=20
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1985570956954513591?s=20
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1985570956954513591?s=20
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1984647631034015823?s=20
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1984647631034015823?s=20
https://twitter.com/NDNS_HQ
https://x.com/SophiyaMathew1/status/1985616555477254419?s=20
https://x.com/SophiyaMathew1/status/1985616555477254419?s=20
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1988983265693405531?s=20
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1988983265693405531?s=20
https://x.com/Sydusm/status/1995015854174736757?s=20
https://x.com/cleanAirBharat/status/1965073148337963227
https://x.com/cleanAirBharat/status/1965073148337963227
https://x.com/leafandlaw/status/1988838556052177290?s=20
https://x.com/leafandlaw/status/1988838556052177290?s=20
https://x.com/DelhiTreesSOS/status/1988423860082143355?s=20
https://x.com/DelhiTreesSOS/status/1988423860082143355?s=20
https://x.com/mohitlaws/status/1988458503611314582?s=20
https://x.com/mohitlaws/status/1988458503611314582?s=20
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Important Articles

Here are November's key nature stories—a mix of hopeful wins and growing concerns.

Explore the links to discover breakthroughs, challenges, and urgent environmental

updates.

Stay aware and inspired by the changes shaping our natural world.

Nature takes stage, DDA’s eco lab plan to blend craft and conservation along_ Yamuna.

Cloud seeding_in winters to reduce pollution is bad science: Here is why.

SC tells DDA to plant 167k trees across 185 acres by March 2026

Unclean sweep: Worst 10 polluted cities all in NCR.

‘Ped gir gaya toh bas sab khatam”: How Delhi’s trees are turning_into daily hazards.

SC directs center to form expanded Delhi Ridge In 6 weeks.

NGT points out misuse of Bhati village forest land.

No FIR month after “mob attack” on forest officer.

SC issues norm to conserve tigers regulate reserve.

HC raps forest department for tree felling_refusal.

Delhi govt notifies 4000 hectare of Southern Ridge as Forest Reserve.

SC nixes its own order, allows post facto green nod for public project.

SC recalls verdict rejecting_green clearance.

Aravalli's death by defination.

Forest Survey had red-flagged but Govt took green shield off 90% Aravalli Hills.

Blocked by tree, parking_lot stands obsolete.

Karnataka's green activist dies at 114



https://www.pressreader.com/india/the-indian-express/20251103/281968908935306?srsltid=AfmBOopx3vIurivuOC6cSQZn438ApAYbSIctzy9aaRZDE7LylFWDq5Fs
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/noida/nature-takes-stage-ddas-eco-lab-plans-to-blend-craft-conservation-along-yamuna/articleshow/125038513.cms
https://epaper.hindustantimes.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=2111347e807e&imageview=0
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/ngt-observes-lack-of-fencing-and-waste-on-bhati-village-forest-land-directs-authorities-to-take-action/articleshow/125282692.cms
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/delhi-news/sc-tells-dda-to-plant-167k-trees-across-185-acres-by-march-2026-101762197267124.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/ped-gir-gaya-toh-bas-sab-khatam-how-delhis-trees-turning-into-daily-hazards-10248267/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/no-fir-month-after-officers-acting-against-chhath-pond-construction-attacked-by-mob-forest-dept-10364392/#:~:text=Nearly%20a%20month%20after%20several,an%20FIR%2C%20officials%20have%20claimed
https://www.pressreader.com/india/hindustan-times-patiala/20251118/281797110273192?srsltid=AfmBOopj9F1McqFSXPX-CyRfPBGsG1stJ81PJA7lP9IGUcSqJT_I82BL
https://www.pressreader.com/india/hindustan-times-patiala/20251118/281797110273192?srsltid=AfmBOopj9F1McqFSXPX-CyRfPBGsG1stJ81PJA7lP9IGUcSqJT_I82BL
https://epaper.hindustantimes.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=1911d19b89c6&imageview=0
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/forest-survey-had-red-flagged-but-govt-took-green-shield-off-90-per-cent-aravalli-hills-10388228/
https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/gk-current-affairs/story/who-was-saalumarada-thimakka-the-karnataka-tree-mother-who-planted-8000-trees-2822597-2025-11-19
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toi-plus/environment/the-aravallis-death-by-definition/articleshow/125546252.cms
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/delhi-news/form-expanded-delhi-ridge-board-in-6-weeks-sc-tells-centre-101762975171343.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/unclean-sweep-worst-10-polluted-cities-all-in-ncr-delhi-ranks-6th-in-october-list-dharuhera-most-toxic/articleshow/125100102.cms
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/delhi-news/delhi-hc-raps-forest-dept-for-denying-nod-to-fell-trees-for-rajputana-rifles-fob-101758911509188.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/sc-nixes-its-own-order-allows-post-facto-green-nod-for-public-projects/articleshow/125421686.cms
https://www.civilsdaily.com/news/sc-recalls-verdict-rejecting-green-clearances/
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Important Articles

‘Without full data,
don’t know when
A BN ST 68%E to enforce GRAP’

& The Indian EXPRESS SUBSCRIBE =Q
[OURNALISM OF COURAGE —

pContinued from P1

Home ePaper India UPSC Premium Entertainment F —There are newspapers af-

ter newspapers saying
: - ] that monitoring stations
that was published in 2023 said that the are non-functional. If the mon-

average lifespan of Indians is reduced by 5.3 itoring stations are not even
functioning, we don't even

know when to implement
reduced by 11.9 years. (This data was part of GRAP (graded response action
the updated Air Quality Life Index (AQLI) plan)... Out of 39 monitoring

, ) stations, only nine were func-
released by the Energy Policy Institute at the tioning continuously on the

University of Chicago (EPIC) in August 2023. day of Diwali,” she said.

A Chicago study involving lakhs of patients

years, and average lifespan of Delhiites is

AQLI measures the impact of particulate TOI had repm‘ted‘nn O.'Ct 22

N : 3 ; 2 and 27that as air quality hit ‘se-
pollution on life expectancy, and the report vere’ levels on Diwali night,
drew on particulate matter data from 2021. more and more monitoring sta-

tions stopped transmitting

India was the second worst hit country after hourly data. By 3am, just12 sta-
Bangladesh, and the report estimated that tions were working.
besides Delhi, air pollution was shortening The amicus urged the

lifespans by 11.3 years, 11.2 years, 10.8 years, Esgﬂtgﬂcliﬁuggtaﬂﬁdgigf

and 10.7 years in Noida, Gurgaon, Faridabad, tion plan. She said the earlier
and Ghaziabad respectively.) orders mandated pre-emptive
measures, rather than reactive

: ; steps, once pollution worsened.

Please note that air pollution not only affects “The CAQM is required to
our lungs, but also other systems like the place on record an affidavit as

heart, brain, kidneys, intestines, the 10 WhAT SP68 Hro prnposed o
be taken to prevent pollution

endocrine system, and immunity at large. from turning severe,” bench

There is an increased incidence of heart said inits order.

The counsel for the CAQM
said that the Central Pollution
Control Board is responsible for
monitoring data. However, ad-
ditional solicitor general Aish-
warya Bhati assured the bench
that the agencies concerned
will file the required report. e
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Green-starved Delhi to get 185-

Clmmesuﬂnd ia.com

New Delhi: Perennially
pummeled by pollution, Del-
hi's existing green cover is
set to get a big boost by next
monsoon with the Delhi De-
velopment Authority (DDA)
informing Supreme Court
on Monday that 185 acres of
land at 18 different locations
has been handed over to the
forest department for plan-
ting an estimated 50,000 nati-
vespecies of trees,

This compensatory affo-
restation was earlier directed
bw a bench led by CJl-designa-
te Surva Kant as an act of ato-
nement by the authorities for

felling trees to widen a road
for aceess to SAARC Universi-
v and a superspecialty hospi-
tal in South Delhi, an episode
that had led to the DDA viee-
chairman and chairman fa-
cingtheheatof the court,

Appearing for DDA, se-
nior advocate  Maninder
Singh told a bench of Justices
Kant, Ujjal Bhuyan and Joy-
malya Bagehi that acumulati-
ve land parcel of 185acres at18
Iocations - 13 in north Delhi,
four in south Delhi and one in
west Delhi - has been hancded
over to the forest department
of Delhialong with Rs 46 cro-
res for maintaining the sap-
lings for seven years.

Singh said that construe-

N

) "f’-‘-ﬂ"

Phata for representation

Land at 18 locations have been handed over to the forest department

tion of walls around the affo-
restation locations is neces-
sary as it would be nextto im-
possible to keep the saplings
safewithoutsuch protection.

The bench asked the forest
department to commence af-
forestation activities at the
identified sites closer to the
MONSGON season (o ensure

the success of the exercise.
When a counsel said that
the afforestation pockets are
spread out and may not offer
as much benefit as a contiguo-
us forest cover, the bench said
that given the geographical
spreadof Delhiand its urgeo-
ning population, it is better to
have pockets of forest spread
all over the national eapital.
The beneh said, “During
these proceedings, we will
ask the experts to determine
the ideal forest cover neces:
sary for Delhigiven the popu-
lation and its density, vehicle
numbers and locations for
creation of mini forests.”
‘When the forest depart-
ment said that of the 18 sites,

-acre afforestation boost

ane at Satbarh has been notio-
nally handed overto it because
of adispute between DDA and
the revenue department, the
bench said the site would be
handed over to the departient
notwithstanding the dispute,

If the forest department
needs more funds for affores-
tationactivitiesas wellasthe
seeurity, survival and main-
tenance of thesaplingsat the
18sites, the DDA would provi-
de the same, the court said.
After the plantation work is
over, the expert committee
would identify move areas
for planting a total of 1.67
lakh trees, including the
50,000 being planted at the al-
ready identified sites.
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Jasjeev Gandhiok
hiseporisvud indunlmbimeicom
NEW DELHI; Nearly 31 years aftier
Drelhi moved to protect the
sothern Ridge under Section 20
of the Indinn Forest Act, 1927,
the finad gazette notification was:
tesned declaring 4.080 hectires,
nearly two-thinds of the total
arca of this sensl-
tivie stretch as “reserve forest”,
The gazette notification,
issued on October 24 and pub-
listred on Monday, comes after
the Dxelhi chief minister Rekha
Gupta gave her approval for the
same on October 13, The file was
then sent to the Delhi liewtenant
governor for final approvil.
The development marks the
most signilicant legal protection
granted to the Ridge in decades,
granting the forest nnd wilidlife
departmaent full authority toact
againsl any éncroachmenis,
with boundaries now conclu-
alvely demarcated and all claims
on the notified lomnd setiled.
The Southern Ridge covers
nearly 6,200 hoctares, making it
the largestof Delhi's four major
Ridgezoncs. Yet until now. only
9656 hectares had been notified
unider Section 20, the final stop
required to declare land as
reserve forest. To be sure, Sec-
thon 4 - under which Delht firse
notifted the Ridge on May 24,
1944 = only grants preliminary
protection. Tull lesgal status,
the fand must be sarveyed,
claims sembed. and a forest sertle-
ment elfieer (F50) must centify
that it is free of encumbrances.
The new notification completes.
this process for roughly two-
thidrds of the Southern Ridge,
This push for final nedifica-
ton comes after vears of legal
andl political misshe ever Defhi's
fidge lands, which have long
been under pressure from neal-
estate interests, construction
activity, and government pro-
jects: Environmentalists have
frequently occused successive
governments of delaving the
ection process, despite a
series of directions from the

Important Articles

@ Hinhustan Thmes

4,080ha of southern ;
Ridge now ‘reserved’

How Delhi's Ridge is divided
178

Sauthem
Ridge

National Green Tribunal (NGT).
Experts said the sheer scale of
encroachment = coupled with
the slow pace of boundary settle-
menit = has meant the Ridge has
stenclily shrumk even as Hijgation
continued. Monday's notifica-
tlom, they sakd, is a landmark
step, but ane that comes “woe:
Tully ln'm lar an already

%; dnc:umenl,, a copy of

reviewed, sintes thata
}nlnlsmlm report with village-
wia sarvey maps was submined
on April 5, 3005, 1t adds that F50
“imvquired into and determined
that ng right exists In fvour of
any person... and has certified
that no cialms or appeals thereof
are pendi
wuh:lli:.:hrl.lr:umwu
ernor formally declared the
listed parcels as reserve for
est."The Lt Governor of the
Mational Capltal Territory of
Delhi is pleased to hercby
dechare such kinds as in
ithe schedube below, as reserve
forest, with effect from the date
of publication of the notification
in the afficial gazeine.” it sakl
The i fied area spans 13 vil-

AREA UNDER RIDGE RESERVED
FOREST IN DELHI :

AN

lages, Including mejor forested
tracts: 770.1 hectares in Bhaitl.
6517 hectares n Dera Mandi,
and 5423 heetares in Asoln.
Together, they form the forested
bBackbone of south Dell, eon-
necting Asola Bhatd Wikdlife
Sanctueary with Aravalll band-
scape extending into Haryana.

Delhi's Ridge - often
deseribed as the diy's gmm
ings™ - eovers roughly
bhectares o inchudes the central
Ridge {BA4 hectares), south-cen-
tral Ridge (626 hectares), and
norihern Ridge (87 heciares). A
seven-hectare strerch in Nanalk-
pura also falis under the south-
ceniral

TN,

Emvironmentalists. however,
say the delavs cannot be
explained wway, Bhavreen Kan-
dhart. an environmental activist
questioned the delay, =Tt s
been three decades now and
even then, it was not pro-active
ness of the department but
rather, the XGT nudging them
forward, The delay has meant
already so much area of the
Ridge in Delhi is encroached
wpon and remsiving this will take
several years.” she said,

@ Hinhustan Tinies

Justice Bhuyan dissents
in SC’s green nod ruling

Jnshewy Gandbiok

Can violations be
regularised after
damage, ask experts
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CURRENT EVENTS

On Nov 20, 2025, the Supreme Court may
have handed a death sentence to the Aravalli
hills (and the Delhi-NCR region) by accepting
the Indian government's new definition of
Aravallis. It says any landform with elevation
of 100 metres or more above local relief
qualifies as "Aravalli." This definition strips
protection from over go% of the Aravalli Hills.

Aravalli

referencesthat, expensied-bey.
iy lead tothe eochision even
of many hills 1 -mar higher,

“The FST congioned th e
L00-m eut-ofl would progect
anhy o fEwgard posts whilesur-
mencleringtihe fences below, Lo
of kewer hilks is likeby to axpose
voet areos toeand and dust par-
tickes bloswing from the Thar de
sertin e Indo-Gangetic plains
amd endanger the Evelthood of
fareersand henk holpeople.in-
chading those biving in Dedhi-
NCR," said an Envimament
minisiry odfkcialon condlsion of
WO FRTIALY,

Constder the telling sub-
misiors by e ministry in the
alickavit:

SLOPEDRLMON: The minks-
ey nokd thie SO that the average
slopein 120l 34 Aneeallidis rices
(o four states) on s s was
under 3 degrees implying that
thesedistricns wotilel ot be cat-
egorised as Aravadll HiEs Hihe
FEI's 3 degroesiope formmik wis
scepled. It gosmdowrtheiaa
Rt o pes oft hesedia e
mne ains and, mken asa whole,
ther average dope o such o dis-
urictwordnanemlly be far ower
thanthe slope ofitehily areas.

HEIGHT DISTORTION: The
TrEnEry fustifiod i 100-m Gt
afl sy anmuing that the “sversge
hoiicl Hevaticn” al nel a single
A disricr was below KX m
Bt the avernge Womtion of the
diserict is measured in termsof
helght sbove mean sen level,
whilethehiEs e messured over
arpc] avborve Pleely inemiodinhe s

&The Indian EXPRESS

soenclings. mexking the pwo sets
of numbets incomparable. In
other words, ({2 hill is 190 m
aboeve sea leved, uinder the new
hefininion, Swil ot be counted
mmArmvalisineet hesurrounding
aeasthemseives ane more than
Bk above sealeved —nmking
thie iR e fectively B0 mbigh
AREA EXCLUDED: The minis:
try’s list of 34 Armvali districes
seress foursttes eftout many
istricis with an established
presence of Aravalll. For
e ple, Rajast e Chihitos-
garh clistricr famous forthe fon
kit om & high owterop of Am-
wallll el a UEWESCD Woald Hexi-
ftage Site, {s not in the lise Also
missing is thedistrict of Sywal
Machepur famous for Ran-
thambhoereiger resorve nested
althe convergence ol the Am-
vl v the Wi hifl rmnges.
The ministry’s afficdavit
moled considerable varation
andd heterogenety in both dev-
atbon and slope withinthe Arr-
vl as wdl o theoc qumen ool
sntlar o pograple features In
aclipining non-Armmlli reglons,
conmioning that uslng ondy these
w0 parnmetens may lead 1o in-
elisdon effom.
“There cam be variation in
elevation and lope in many
aeus 50the Goreemiment shoulkd
Terveerndontheside ofcnnion,
instead it hasbeaned in frourof
epctusbon frorm protect on,"said
envircatmental bwyer Riswsck
Dt
Asked aboait these, Emvieon-
mierit Secretnny Tanmam Kumas
saiill in awritten reply: *In s
fnnnljudgment on November ),
the Supreme Coust, while cony
mendingthe work of the coni-

meti1ee, has ako appreciated its
remtimmend liongadmedal pre-
venting [l mining and per-
mtt ngondy’ estainable minksg
e Araeal 11E{] i aned Rarges.
The Hon'ble Court hassoospred
thee coammbtice’s recomnmenda-
oo relating te: (1) the uniform
defbstion of e Aravalli il
and Ranges; (1) prohibltion of
mning incone inviolate anems:
el (R} mmeas ress forenabling
et nabie mind ng ared prevent:
IngHlegal mining nthe Amvati
Hillsaml Range"

Santesh Tiwar, Director
Geperl FSLsald herookcharpe
only recently s would look
s the maizer.

A CECmromber sabd tharthe
comunitee did mol receive any
*formal repon™ from the F5lon
Ararvalll.

Former P51 Director Generid
AncopSngh. uder whom the
definitionswere fommul e, has
been repatriated 1o his parent
calre Andhra Pradesh om Oc-
tober Al When asked sbout the
panel ignodng PSTs concerns,
hesaid: “Inm nodongar withthe
F5[and cannot coment oo
these matters.”

Iy My 2024, the SC had
asked the ministry to form a
committee uraler the Environ-
mient Secretany o “come out
with & umnlfoem delinithon” for
Arzeall] toprotectihe hills from
i g Thisoomiméttee, B him,
formed anechiical ssb-comng-
Pee TS i Mins 200 ke rthie
51 with Geological Survey of
Invdin (GED and Survey of India
(500 a5 members

Backin 2080, the F5l hand pro-
posed that all areasabove the

mEnkmum desation of an Am-

Thu, 27 Hovembar 2825
https: / fepaper. indlanespress, con/c/ 7620678

valll disrriet — USm In case of
Rajasthan — with a slopeofar
least 3 degrors b delincated as
hills together with o uniform
100 it e wide b fer dov-
hill A seccezshon of such hills
within S00m intervals were e
eorsicdersd a hill range,

Iin Oenolser 2024, the PSHed
sub-committee modified this
benchmark wedefine el
HEk amd Ranges s “the Protero-
oie fokd bedt.. forming a Boear
weries of akernaie hills (nchid-
ingabkehndsiandvaley™ with
asipeofatieat BN L5Tdegroe)
andebevatbon of at et 3.

In Septemiber 2025, the F5E
submitted a report to the En-
vironment Secre Gy, presentng
districtadse hill mags of the en-
tive Armvndi region, “Even miod-
el il of B0-30 meact 26 strong,
nagumi wind breaks, creating
sheltered zomes that extend
pmasy’ times thodr hecigh denwn-
wind and theréby elfectively
Deattinggnear-surfroe sand trons-
port,” the report skl

In October, however. the
ministry submitted tothe 5C
that the Aravalll states “have
Ao tothe crfesia ol devmtion
AT 100 and above lrom the
lecal rediell’ pround kevel, along.
with supporting slopes, pres-
enthy iellowed by Raasthan fir
regubaing minknginthe Aol
Hillsand Manges”

Mvcoepling the 100 m height
abelimithon las week. theapex
wnurt has asked the minisey 1o
sevelopa Management Pan for
Sustainalde Mining with the
Il o Enclian Contreell of Fee-
estry Resenrch nnd Education
(ICFRE) for the Ammvaili Hills

uncler the new doefintion,
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Maharashtra to relocate
1,500 leopards to Vantara

Forest min announces 310 cr for cages, Leopard Task Force to capture big cats

— g

LOKMAT TIMES
Spotlight

Vigay PINJARKAR
LOKMAT NEWS MNE TWORK/ NAGFUR

n adecisive move o tackle
the rising human-leopard

conflict across Western

Maharashtra, the state’s
wildlife wing has proposed cap-
turing leopards frequenting
sugarcane farms and relocat
ing them to the Vantara animal
facility in Jamnagar. Gujarat.
The proposal has been sent to
the Central Zoo Authority
(CZA) for approval.

The decision follows a spate
of leopard attacks in sugar
cane-growing areas, the latest
being the mauling of a 13-vear-
old boy in Shirur on Sunday,

which sparked widespread pro-
tests. Responding to the mount-
ing tension, Forest Minister
Ganesh Naik convened a high-
level meeting on Tuesday with
senior officials including Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary (For-

Buddha Jayanti Park-

ests) Milind Mhaiskar, Princi-
pal Chief Conservator of For-
ests (HoFF) MS Rao, PCCF
(Wildlife) MS Reddy, CCF Ji-
tendra Ramgaonkar, Pune Dis-
trict Collector Jitendra Dudi.
SP Sandeep Singh Gill, and

What has been decided
= Establishment of = 100% subsidy to farmars for
Leopard Task Force. installing solar fencing
| under the Shyama Prasad
 iocton 1590 Mukherjoe Sofar Scheme.
Vantara, ® Immediate funds for solar
lights, vehicles, torches, and
& Ti0crore Al-based monitoring
sanctioned for 1K systems for field staff
leopard cages. B Daytime power supply to
¥ Proposal to farrners in leopard-prone
reclassify leopards areas to reduce night-time
from Schedule | to exposure,
Schedule li of the ¥ Plans to send a delegation to
Wildlife Protection Delhi to pursue policy
Act (WRA), 1972, changes at the Central level,

DCF Prashant Khade from Jun-

nar division and others.
Although leopards are pro-
tected under Schedule I of the
Wildlifie (Protection) Act, 1972,
which forbids their capture
Tarn o Fg-3

Beautiful Water Bodies can be seen,
Some of the old plts remain empty
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Raising_Awareness

World Fisherires Day

WORLD
FISHERIES
DAY

World Fisheries Day is
celebrated to highlight the
importance  of  healthy
aquatic  ecosystems  and
sustainable fishing. It raiscs
awareness about threats
like overfishing, pollution,
and climate change, while
reminding us of the vital
role fisheries play in food
security and  livelihoods.
The day calls for global
cfforts to protect fish
habitats and ensure a
sustainable future for our
waters.

International Jaguar Day

I_INTERNATIOI_\JAL I

International Jaguar Day is
celebrated to raise
awareness about
protecting jaguars and the
forest ccosystems  they
support. The day highlights
threats like habitat loss,
poaching, and human
wildlife  conflict,  while
reminding us of the jaguar’s
vital role as a top predator.
It encourages global efforts
to conserve their habitats
and ensure the survival of
this powerful and iconic big
cat.

November 2025
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Tree Care

t

When & tece falls down for sny fesson like sofm, Prumng coBsIRCon,
inateaid of removimg them, effores shiuld be made 10 restore the tree back 19 s
riginal logaion

®

Tree Care in the Colony,

13 vou have frees in your society?
| |
No Yes
I
Plant Trees

Remsinve them

Pour Water around the trees and spread leal compost around the trees

Tree Line- The tree line i the row of troes plansed alomg posds, aed bousdary wall §o
Ihclpa keep the colony groen, cool, amd Full of 16c

What i & gap bn the tree line® A gap means o tree b falien, dried, or boen dlegally
nemoned and hawn't been repliced

What Can You De?- Hewdonts can pland & native troe in the emply spot, cspocally

during mousoon. Witk hask care ke watering and composting, he iree line can be
restored and ept healihy,

%

Lllegal Activities and Penalties

|

Wrapping or hanging wires around thees comstricts. growth,
danuapes the bark, and can lead 1o dhocinc hazards or dow tree

beath

Fenalty b Rs 10,000

i

Diiggmng Within | Metre of Troes damages mots, camse siree,
aral can destabalise the teee

1'% el and harmfil

FIR will be filed agaimt the peronidepariment imobved

Diviving nadls nto trees causes indernal woends, making them
vubnershie 10 disease. decay, and even death.
Penalty bs Rs U000/

Finimg bosuds onao trees is illegal.
Trecs ane not advertindug spaces. Dicfacing public prapermy s a

e
Penalty is Re 1000

Comenting Aroend Tree Base (Withis | Metrr) blocks wascr
anad air from reaching oot

It suffcates troes, prevents them from growing wider and
weakens them structuraliy

Forest departnsnt will charge 1he praalty baed on the damage
caused

Open Pdf
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in

Wires on rget

szm?mh.m Bigaing within 1 matar

mater of trees of krees

Green Helpline ; 011-23378513

TREE CARE

| Remove cement around the tree, soll spoce
around the tree ahould not be less than |
metar onall sides.

Zkemove nolls, wires and signboards from
troag

4 Incase of hobes inthe tree caused by nalls, you
©an put wet soil In the injured parts of the troee,

AEneurs no digging o conctrustion ls done
within | meter of trees.

5 Glue water 1o troas aalfy.

B,In the forast, trees shed tholr leaves on the seoil
floor, those leoves miz with the soll ond turn
ints nutritian for the treas roate to abeort. Rut
around the city streets, all the fallen leaves
arg sWot oway, 5o tha trees are not receliing
thot imporort nutrition from the fokien
leoves. This s why It Is extremely Inyportant te
put leal compost around tress, to make the
trass strang and healthy,

7 you see o tree cutl, or with noils, wires
signboards on it ar If tha free (s camentea
within 1 mater, then ploase call the Grean
Hefpline and report the Issue with the exact
loeation, thom thoy will sond you the
complaint number by SM3 for you to follow up.

HOW TO SAVE FALLEN TREES

Let’'s work together to protect our animals and nurture our trees.

Email us

HOW TO CONDUCT A
TREE CENSUS :

Downlood the form:

November 2025

We're offering free reflective collars for street animals and tree care brochures to
spread awareness and safety.

You can collect them from the NDNS headquarters, so simply contact us at
newdclhinaturesociety@gmail.com


mailto:newdelhinaturesociety@gmail.com
mailto:newdelhinaturesociety@gmail.com
mailto:newdelhinaturesociety@gmail.com
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NDNS Coffee Table Book

THE

GREENZONLES OF DELHI

November 2025

VERHAEN EHANNA

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING CUR MISSON TC PROTECT THE PLANET,

This beautifully illustrated book showcases the lush greenery and vibrant ecosystems
found in the heart of India's capital. Each page offers a glimpse into the diverse flora
and fauna that thrive in Delhi's green zones, from bustling parks to serene gardens. By
purchasing this coffee table book, you not only bring a piece of nature's beauty into
your home but also support the efforts of NDNS (New Delhi Nature Society) in their
mission to protect and conserve these precious natural habitats. Your contribution helps
promote environmental awareness and ensures that future generations can enjoy the
city's green treasures.

Buy Now —‘

Adoption Alert!

These Cuties have been
rescued and are now
looking for a happy home.
If you can provide them a
home please fill up the
form.

Adoption Form —‘



https://forms.gle/rPZvgz4xzcUtYaTi7
https://forms.gle/rPZvgz4xzcUtYaTi7
https://www.ndns.in/product/greenzones-of-delhi-coffee-table-book/
https://www.ndns.in/product/greenzones-of-delhi-coffee-table-book/
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NDNS Diary



https://www.ndns.in/product-category/book/
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Volunteer, Intern Or Membership At NDNS

Join NDNS in our mission to conserve nature and

Ik

make a positive impact on our planet! We are looking
for dedicated individuals to volunteer or intern with

us. Whether you're passionate about saving trees, JOIN OUR TEAM
spreading awareness through social media, editing

New Delhi Nature Society
impactful videos, organizing workshops, contribute is offering paid internships!

your skills in your free time as a volunteer or commit %
to a two-month internship, there are many ways to get % Details ———;
involved. Click the button if you're interested in ﬂ,-

joining us. Together, we can make a difference!

Membership Benefits: It Fa

1.Exclusive Invites to Members-Only events.

2.For every other event, members get a 15% discount
(nature walk, workshops, etc.)

3.Members can avail of a 15% discount on NDNS Membership Form }
merch.

4.Members are granted access to the NDNS library.

Cost for a l-year membership is Rs 5000/- After Volunteer Form
submitting the form, we will verify your details and

then send you a link for the online payment.

Donate a book to the NDNS library

We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude

to all the amazing individuals who have donated
nature-related books towards the

#newdelhinaturesociety library. Your generosity

11T NHOai BHLCY

will help us in building a comprehensive library

34 DNIHSINYA IHI

that will be a valuable resource for nature

enthusiasts and students alike. If you too would

SNOIS §TNLYN ONIAVIY ¢

like to contribute to our library, we welcome book

Huods upgen e ANGHL Y 33NTEM

donations and encourage you to get in touch with

us for more information. You can visit our website

ST NEEIT IOV M3 ST
o

£

[ SUYUOLHAMAS ONIQIVEE  HEUHNHIN

at | www.ndns.in to learn more about our

organization and our various initiatives.


https://www.instagram.com/p/Caz9ZwCPsLN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
http://www.ndns.in/
https://www.ndns.in/volunteer-form/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOhiLLyEFjen5EnI8OS8HRUrzLjzlgu8GiyNgoIoV-npQPPQ/viewform
https://www.ndns.in/membership/
https://www.ndns.in/membership/
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D¢ Choke Trees SOS NUMBERS

The Hon'ble National Green Tribunal in (TREES AND ANIMALS)

its order dated 23rd April 2013 has

directed all Public Authorities to ensure « NDNS - 9711115666

that all the sign boards, names, - Wildlife Rescue - 9810129698,

advertisements, any kind of boards or 9810639698

signage's, electric wires and high tension . People For Animals - O11 23719293

cables or otherwise are removed from / 9994.

the trees. « For Cows - Dhyan Foundation -
9999099423

They shall also ensure that the concrete

surrounding the trees within one meter

of the trees are removed and dall the

trees are looked after well and due

precaution is taken in future so that no
A TREE IS BEING CUT?

concrete or construction or repairing

work is done at least within one meter

radius of the trunk of trees. -Click pictures

-Tell them to stop immediately

NAILS, WIRES (10,000 RS. FINE) Ak them to show the Forest
NGT ORDER FOR DE-CHOKING TREES Department permission.
DELHI PRESERVATION OF TREES ACT -No permission, then Call 100 and

wait till help arrives.

-Report the matter on the Green
Helpline 011-23378513

-Write a letter to the Forest
Department

-If they do have permission, then
take the supervisor's details who
must be present there and contact
the Forest Department .

FOREST DEPT. EMAILS

SIGN UP! 1 CLICK HERE! W

To receive regular updates Access to previous

from NDNS.

Newsletters



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y_jVQjUK_EGlZMCe0qFRybou71kgOiZc/view
http://www.compassionateliving.in/DelhiPreservationofTreesAct.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QBS1tELkSgwOouFq55z9AdRMJNVtjJ5O/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDe8o3CuWjhkVzdmzapXmdWOn6hzZLYD2qYtAdO-93ZJK5eg/viewform
https://www.ndns.in/newsletters/
https://www.ndns.in/newsletters/
https://forest.delhi.gov.in/forest/contact-us
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Sponsor NDNS Newsletters

Support nature while promoting your brand!

Sponsor the New Delhi Nature Society Newsletter, reaching 50,000 passionate nature
lovers every month.

By sponsoring, your brand gets a special mention and visibility among an eco-conscious
audience.

Choose from Full Page, Half Page, or Quarter Page to showcase your brand.

Best of all, the funds raised will go directly towards nature conservation projects,
helping to protect trees, wildlife, and green spaces.

This is your chance to build brand trust, connect with caring readers, and contribute to
a greener tomorrow.

Reserve your space today and make an impact!

CONSE RVAT!ON



https://www.instagram.com/reel/DGF4_4_oMQa/?igsh=bjJuY2V5M3o0Znk4

