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April Schedule

Day

07/04/2024
14/04/2024
21/04/2024

28/04/2024

Activity

Nature Walk
Play Date
Nature Walk

Forest Spirit Learning

Click Here for More Details and Registration

Memes Of The Month
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INPIA BECOMES WOELP'S THIEP MOST POLLUTEP COUNTEY
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March 2024

ii:l l LINE OF NO CONTROL SANDEEP ADHWARYU

BENGALURU

PAP, HOW'S
GEOUNP WATER
RECHARGEP?

MAYBE IT'S LIKE
PLUGGING IN A
MOBILE CHARGER
OR SOMETHING...
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Nature Talks Podhcast Listen Now on Spoify |

Let’s Talk About Nature! Watch now on Youtube

Nature Talks Podhcast, hosted by Verhaen Khanna, recently featured an insightful
episode with Sahil Sharma, hailing from Punjab and founder of the NGO, Salute the
Trees Trust. The episode delved into the critical issue of tree conservation in Delhi
and Punjab, shedding light on the alarming situation and discussing potential
solutions. Sharma's profound expertise and passionate advocacy for environmental
preservation were evident throughout the conversation.

As they explored the challenges facing tree conservation efforts, listeners gained a
deeper understanding of the intricate interplay between urban development and
ecological balance. Sharma's organization, Salute the Trees Trust, emerged as a
beacon of hope, actively engaged in grassroots initiatives to protect and nurture the
region's greenery. The episode served as both an eye-opener and a call to action,

inspiring listeners to join the movement towards a greener, more sustainable future

for Delhi, Punjab, and beyond.

Saving_Trees in Punjab - Ft. Sahil Sharma


https://www.youtube.com/@Naturetalkspodhcast
https://open.spotify.com/show/2Kkq7IYV8olb3NQonXigTz
https://youtu.be/G7SygeGSTaU
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NDNS Nature Walk

In an effort to foster a deeper connection with nature, NDNS organized a
captivating nature walk through Sanjay Van.

The event aimed to bring people closer to the natural world, fostering appreciation
and understanding of the environment.

Amidst the lush greenery and tranquil ambiance of Sanjay Van, participants
embarked on a journey of exploration, learning, and rejuvenation.

They immersed themselves in the beauty of the forest, discovering its diverse flora
and fauna.

Through this initiative, NDNS endeavors to inspire a sense of stewardship towards

our precious natural heritage, nurturing a sustainable future for generations to come..


https://www.instagram.com/p/C4eso7OSZWc/
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Click to watch video —|

NDNS Delights Young Explorers with Nature Play Date at Nehru Park.

Children reveled in the wonders of nature at Nehru Park during an enriching play

date organized by NDNS .

With activities like tree climbing and nature walks, kids embarked on a journey of
discovery and adventure.

Amidst lush greenery, they learned about the importance of conservation and

biodiversity, fostering a deeper connection with the environment.
Laughter filled the air as friendships bloomed and imaginations soared.

The event not only provided a fun-filled day but also instilled values of environmental
stewardship and appreciation for the natural world.

It was a heartwarming success, leaving lasting memories for all participants.


https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4aGI1ky1np/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4aGI1ky1np/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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Canine Carnival Holi 2024
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Watch Video —‘

NDNS, Straybuddy, Miripret, and other organizations collaborated to host
Canine Carnival Holi, celebrating compassion towards animals. Attendees
engaged in fun activities to strengthen bonds with pets and strays. The
initiative highlighted the importance of extending kindness to all creatures,
promoting support and well-being beyond the festive season.


https://www.youtube.com/shorts/BlAlKTuk5zU
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Tree Climbing Birthday

Watch Video —‘

In a harmonious blend of celebration and conservation, NDNS recently

orchestrated a memorable birthday event immersed in nature's embrace.

Enthusiastic friends and family embarked on a captivating nature walk,
exploring the serene beauty of local flora and fauna.

Amidst laughter and joy, the highlight of the day was a thrilling tree
climbing activity, where both young and old found themselves scaling lofty

branches, forging unforgettable memories high above the ground.

Beyond the festivities, the event underscored our commitment to

environmental awareness and appreciation.

It served as a poignant reminder of the profound connection between
humanity and the natural world, fostering a spirit of stewardship and respect
for our planet.


https://www.instagram.com/reel/C47AotnyYRk/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C47AotnyYRk/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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Our Instagram updates
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Help Delhiites to live healthier
happier lives.

If you see something, you Canine Carnival Holi 2024!
should do something. Delhi
Fire Service save the day!



https://www.instagram.com/reel/C47_KkhyA-C/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C47_KkhyA-C/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C47AotnyYRk/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4vbIlQy_B4/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4vbIlQy_B4/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4vbIlQy_B4/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4rkjBESV4k/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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Our Instagram updates

Untangling the mystery of

Spear Grass.

Transparent layers of Mica

crystals found under Delhi

New Lapel Pin out right now!

Which are your favourite?



https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4j2LF3Sq01/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4j2LF3Sq01/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4hRXnHSK5r/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4hRXnHSK5r/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4pUESVyXi6/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4pUESVyXi6/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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Our Instagram updates

New fridge magnets

available for purchase!

Behind the scene of making

NDNS Bird Card Games



https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4b9c9_SS-D/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4b9c9_SS-D/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4b9c9_SS-D/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4aGI1ky1np/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4eso7OSZWc/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4ma79YS02Y/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4ma79YS02Y/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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Our Instagram updates

Nature walk with 1IAD Nature walk with 1IAD
design students, pt. 1 design students, pt.2

Insect Hotel DIY



https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4Fxzgby-Rm/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4FlgMwSdAg/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4Fit98SR7N/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4Fit98SR7N/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4FqfjuywBZ/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4FqfjuywBZ/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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Trees set on fire in R.K. Puram

Our team found that trees in R.K. Puram were being intentionally
set on fire. We rang up the Delhi Fire Service and Forest
Department of Delhi for help. The FD of Delhi didn’t take our call.
However, Delhi Fire Service team showed up in less than 20
minutes and sprung to action immediately. They were able to put
out the fire, but we ended up losing some trees permanently, while
some of them were left with badly burnt trunks.

March 2024
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HC seeks Army
reply on ‘axing

of trees

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
on Friday asked the Army to
respond to allegations that it
had cleared a “huge chunk”™
of green patch on Central
Ridge in the cantonment area
of thecity.

Justice Tushar Rao Gede-
la, while dealing with a peti-
tion for preservationand con-
servation of the Ridge, asked
the competent officer of the
Army unit stationed there to
file an affidavit and advised
the military not to undertake
any activity that may result
in deforestation.

While central govt coun-
sel denied tree-felling by the
Army, the judge suggested
that ameliorative measures
such as afforestation be carri-
ed out in the area, saving, “In
Delhi, every tree planted is
more valuable than gold.”

The high court sought the
stand afteramici curiaeinthe
matter, lawvers Gautam Na-
rayan, Prabhsahay Kaur and
Aditya N Prasad, told the co-
urt that they visited the area
lagt month and found patches
of land of about 25 acres clea-
redof all vegetation and trees
without permission.

Central govt counsel appe-
aring for the Army unit said
that although the force was
undertaking renovation of
analready existing boundary
wall, there was no tree-fiel-
ling. The lawyer informed HC
that the commanding officer
had even sent a reply to the
tree officerafter a show cause
notice was issued to him.,

in Ridge

“Before any order is pas-
sed, it appears apposite toask
the Army unit present in the
area to respond by filling an
affidavit,” the court said. “In
the meantime, it would be ad-
visable to not carry out furt-
her steps that may result in
deforestation in Central Rid-
ge." itadded.

The court asked the tree of-
ficer to take a decision on the
basis of the reply filed to the
show cause notice within one

While central govt
counsel denied tree
felling by the Army,
the judge suggested
that ameliorative
measures such

as afforestation

be carried out in

the area

week and asked Delhi govt co-
unsel tofile astatus report.

In a note submitted to the
court, the amici curiae said
that an analysis of Google
Earth imagery showed a “lar-
ge parcel of barren contiguo-
usland within the confinesofl
the Central Ridge with vehi-
cle tracks marked™ and a site
visit was scheduled last
month. “It was observed that
the area in question was situ-
ated inside the Army Polo
Cluby/Grounds at the east ed-
ge of the perimeter. Multiple
patches of land have been cle-
ared of all vegetation and bar-
bed wire fencing has been in-
stalled along the perimeter,”
the note said.
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HC implements SOP to deal
with tree offence under DPTA
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/Trees in Corbett fell prey
to greedy nexus, says SC

HEW DELHI

he Supreme Coun
T on Wednesday con

demned the ilepl
felling of over 6,000 rees
10 coastruce buldings, os-
tensibly for “ece-tourism”

ween poNHclansand offi
cials working to ransack
the for short-
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felling, the eurt said it was The judgment approved

Thc court also directed  “amazed at the audacity”  the Central Bureau of In-
the Misistry of Environ-  of fermer Utearakhand For- vestigation probe infiated
ment, Forest and Climate €5t Minlser asd Congress  (nio the czse ard directed

I reserve, savs
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hetivities or encroachments by
and grabbers and mafia.

The court’s direction came on
h petition seeking a direction to
he Central government to post
hin adequate number of Indian
Forest Service (IFS) officers with
he Delhi government's depart-
ment of forests and wildlife.

The principal chief conserva-

r of forests, in the reply, said
E:u forest officials were facing

nstant threats from land grab-
rsand mafia who make ram-

pant encroachment on forest
land, and a proposal has been
made to engage the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
in forest areas.

The counsel for the Centre,
however, said CISF rules don't
permitsuch deployment."Coun-
sel for Union of India is directed
to take instructions as to
whether any other force can be
deployed for the protection of
forest soasto ensure that noille-
gal activities or encroachments
in the forest arca is done by the
Jand grabbers and mafia ete,”
said justice Subramonium
Prasad in a recent order.

The petitioner had sought the
court’s direction for deployment
of Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF) personnel on an urgent
basis toaid and to protect the

HC seeks Centre stand on plea
to deploy forces in city forests

lives of the frontline forestry
staff and to safeguard thg
reserved and protected forests of
the national capital.

The court, in the order, also
rejected the Delhi government's
plea seeking waiver of costs off
250,000 imposed by it carlier for
failing to file a reply in the matter

Considering that the reply wag
not being filed in spite of]
repeated directions, the cour]
said it was not inclined to waivel
the costs and directed the city
government to deposit the samd
with the ‘Green Delhi Account
within two weeks.

The court added that thy
amount shall be utilised for]
planting irees of Pilkhan, Amal
tas, Peepal, Goolar, Kadam and}
Neem species, having a nursery|
age of 4 vears.

Tines News Nerwons

New Delhi; Delhi Development
Authority {DDAY on Friday sub-
mitted to National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) that the Land on which
trees wore allegedly felled by the
Army didn't belongto it The §.78-

hectare area on Central Ridge be-
longs tothe Army, it stated.

In Dee 2023, the forest depart-
ment served o notice to the Guar-
ter Master General, Army Head-
quarters, on the basis of Google
Earth images and fleld visits for
allegedly clearing the area. The
departmentallegedthat the Army
had et trees in violation of Delhi
Preservation of Tree Act 1984, Fo-
test Conservation Act 1980 and In-
dian Forest Act 1927 In Jan 2024,
NGT issuedanotice to the secreta-
vy of the defenee minlstry, the
principal chief conservaior of fi-

In Dec 2023, the forest dept
served a nofice to the
Quarter Master General,
Army Headquarters, on the
basis of Google Earth
images and field visits for
allegedly clearing the area

rest, and the DDA vice-chairman.

DDA informed NGTon Friday,
“After due inguiry, it is submitted
that the area inquestion has been
found to be adjoining to the DDA
Central Ridge, and is not umder
the jurizdiction of DDA, As per
the information available with
the respondent/ DDA, the area in
question is under the jurlsdiction
of Army Headquarters,” Despite
repeated attemps, no comment
was available from the forest de
partiment.

Not our land, DDA tells NGT on
Army ‘felling’ trees in Ridge area

DDA also stated that it was re-
sponsihleonly for creating, protec.
tingand maintaininggreeneovers
in theareas under its jurisdiction.

The forest department earlisr
told NGT that the periodical ana.
lysis of Google Earth images had
vevealid that approximately 878
hectare had been cleared, NGT
then asked the Quarter Master
General to furnish a report on
why a complaint should not ba fl.
led in the appropriate manner
against himorher for the offence.

The department had said that
on May 24, 1984, Central Ridge was
declared a reserve forest under
Section 4 of Indian Forest Act
1927, The Army then stated it was
“asoertaining the detalls of the
violation highlighted in the area
at Central Ridge... Necossary
tionas per the existing pollcy will
be taken by the Army™,
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RACHEL DAMMALA | DC
HYDERABAD, MARCH 20

Nageshwar, talking about
the pivotal role of trees
in pollen production and

Environmental experts dispersion, explained
have warned against the that trees play a crucial
state govern- role in pollen production

and distribution, and the
mass felling of trees can

'eREEN | WARNING | Environmental experts wam against Navy’s radar station

Axing trees to up infections in TS

Hyderabad’s populace,
situated rﬂereh|r 70 kilo-
metres away,” his state-
ment read.

The anticipated surge
in pollen production
resulting from  the
destruction of the forest

dam forest of drastically alter the local ecosystem would worsen
Ananthagiri Hills in ecosystem, leading to an climate change, con-
Vikarabad district forthe increase in pollen con- tributing to global warm-
Foequiy = e R e
| o esnwar, wno 0 armer mpera!
Communication System.  wrote s the National Dr Vyakamam Nageshwar .4 elevated carbon diox-
This large-scale r- Green Tribunal on the . i ide levels prolong pollina-
estation not only jeopar- issue on Tuesday, warned experienced in Rio de tion periods, intensifying
dises the local of potential catastrophic . Janeiro, Brazil, reaching pollen allergies for both
but also the livelihoods of  co! ences if exten- astaggeringheatindexof allergic and previously
60,000 residents across 20 sive deforestation was 623 degrees Celsi unaffected  individuals,
vﬂ]aees reliant on the not checked. . “Pollen particles, lack- he added.

“forest sustenance, He said that this phe- ing natural tree barriers, Urban areas may expe-
they wxrmd. nomenon, coupled with m h&v% v?vstm gisﬁa?g:i‘es genceua 200 per cent rise
Renowned pulmonolo- escalating temperatures, U 3 eight- pollen accumulation
gist, allergist, immunolo- sets the stage for a possi- ening the risk of allergic due to heightened carbon
mmmm ble ‘pollen tsunami,’ sim- reactionsand respivatory dioxide levels, precipitat-
Dr ilar to the extreme heat ailments among ing increased asthma

+and take prompt meas-

attacks, respiratory
issues, and emergency
hospital admissions, the
note read.

He implored authorities
to acknowledge the dire
implications of defor-
estation on public health

ures to mitigate these
consequences.

“While the proposed
Naval Radar station is
crucial for national secu-
rity, it must not come at
the expense of environ-
mental devastation and
human well-being; pre-
serving our forests must

Ridge: HC Contempt
Axe On Top Officials

1,100 Trees Felled For Construction Of A Road

Abhinav.Gargitimesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
on Monday issued contempt
netices to DDA viee-chairman
and forest department's prin-
cipal secretary for felling of
around 1100 trees to construct
aroad in theSouthern Ridge.
The high court termed as
“shocking” that Delhi Deve-
lopient Authority sought per-
misaton from the Supreme Co.
urt on March 4, while the trees
apparently had already been
cutaweek before, on Feb
Interestingly. the apes o
urt had, If reh 4 order
(h\ll'ﬂﬂ-t’d s application
¢ permission to fell or
eate the trees. It had

ap
cy o re-examinethe mumm-!
to construct a road via the So-
uthern Ridge forest and con-
sult experis, reminding it
that being a govt agency DDA
hasaduty to“first makean at-
tempt to protect the environ-
ment by praying for felling of
only those troes which are ab-
solutely mandatory,,.. and
apply their mind whether al-
ternatives can be examined
tosave trees.”

On Mondoy, Justice Jas-
mect Singh took stock of the
situation and noted that the

Last year, HC had
said no permission
for felling trees
would be granted in
Delhi, The court,
which saw
photographs of the
site, remarked that
the felling of trees
was ‘even more
shocking’ in light of
the top court's order

conduet of authorities was in
“total vielation™ of court or-
ders against the fellingof fre-
es. It asked the top brass of
DDA and forest department
toftlean affidavit stating why
action for contempt should
not be taken against them.
The court pointed out that
ADD trees wers cut on XA
land and 700 on forest land,
ohzerving it “clearly shows
total apathy towards orders
passed by the court and total
vialation of the same.” The
court alsodirected the autho-
ritles to ensure that no furt-
her trees were felled in the So-
uthern Ridge. It was dealing
with a case concerning per-
misshons granted by tree offi-
cors for felling trees without

passing speaking orders,
ast year, the high court

had said no permission for
felling trees would begranted
in Dethi. The court, which
saw photographs of the site,
remarked that the felling
of trecs was “even more
shocking” in light of the top
court'sorder

*If yoru are not going tofol-
low the Law, not golng o fol-
Loy eourt orders, vou will ne.
ed to 2o to jail,” the judge re-
marked. However, the coun-
sel for DDA denbed trees were
cut by the ngeney and pointed
out itz application secking
permission from the Supre-
me Court was pending adju-
dication at that time. While
hearing another matter relm-
ted to the pruningofl treesina
colony in Janakpurl, the co-
urt also asked the forest de-
partment to state how and
why permission was being
granted for the pruning of
branches with 45cimgirth.

Earlier this month, the co-
urt had expressed its displea-
sureover the cutting down of
the trees in the Southern Rid-
e for the approach road and
said if theauthorities wanied
to convert the capital into the
Thar desert, they shauld say
so inanafidavit

Missing Green
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PWD Writes To Forest Dept For Speedy Disposal Of Matter
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[ wasvet togetaclear-

ance from the Na-

tional Board for Wildlife

{(NBWL), GTTPL sought per-

mission from Karnataka to

lay the transmission line
through state forests.

Based on the Central
Electricity Authority’s pro-
posal to execute an addition-
al 400 kV feed to Goa, GTTPL
had reportedly planned the
transmission line from Na-
rendra village, near Dhar-
wad in Karnataka, by tap-
ping the existing 400 KV Na-
rendra line of the Power
Grid Corporation of India,
linking the 400/200 kV sub-
station at Xeldom in Goa.

The transmission line
was aligned to pass through
three Karnataka districts
Dharwad, Belagaviand Utfa-
ra Kannada — before reac-
hing south Goa.

\ T hile the user agency

PG RO PeRTELEIR1EON

PROTECTING WESTERN GHATS

The user agency had also
submitted to take up affores-
tation in nine villages of Be-
lagavi, Dharwad and Uttara
Kannada on 360 hectares of
degraded forest land.

Aler the initinl objec-
tion to the proposed align-
ment, GTTPL authorities
had submitted realignment
of the transmission line to
avold taking it through
dense forests. Moreover, the
alignment cleared by the for-
est  department required
clearing out of more than
T2.000 trees in four forest di-
visions, including the Dan-
deliwildlifedivision.

Surprisingly, the deputy

Over 72k trees were on chopping block

conservator of forests from
Dharwad, Haliyal and Dan-
deli hatd recommended the
diversion proposal, while
their counterpart from Bela-
gavirejected it,

While the conservator of
forests (Canara Cirele) and
chief conservator of forests
{Dharwad) had recommend-
ed it, CCF Belagavi had re-
jected the proposal citing ec-
ological destruction.

Based on the ground offi-
cer's opinion, PCCF (HoFF)
submitted the proposal 1o
ACS, forest department, for
consideration under the For-
est Act 1980 for diversion of
174.65 hectares of forest.
However, ACS forest depart-
ment, in consultation with
Karnataka forest minister
Eshwar Khandre, rejected
the proposal and directed the
user agency to lay the trans-
mission line through non-
forested landscape.

In a stern letter to the for-

est department dated March
16, 2024, n copy of which was
accessed by STOIL, the ACS
direeted: “Henceforth, the
department shall take very
striet action on projects like
these in the larger interests
of forest, environment and
wildlife conservation for the
future generation,”
Commenting on the is-
sue, wildlife conservation-
ist Giridhar Kulkarni said:
“Itis indeed a positive devel-
opment and goes in the
larger interest of wildlife
conservation in the dis-
tricts of Belagavi and Utta.
ra Kannada. 1 had submit-
tedd multiple representa-
tions totheauthoritiestore-
ject the previous as well as
the revised proposal™ He
further said: “We thank for-
51 minister Eshwar
Khandre for taking sach a
bald decisiontosave the pre-
cious Western Ghats from
rapacious development.”

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

[New Delhi: Delhi's Forest and
Wildlife department has issued
h notice to the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) regard-
ng the illegal felling of trees in
banjay Van, based on allega-
rions by a group of activists.
The department said though
t had given permission to
prune trees at Sanjay Van last
ear, based on the complaint, it
was seeking a response from the
DDA on the status of pruning
hnd whether any trees were
felled in the forest.
“Whereas, it has been alleged
(hat a tree offence has been
committed by illegal cutting of
rees located at Sanjay Van,
Mehrauli, without permission,
whichis a violation of the Delhi

Preservation of Trees Act, 1994,

The statement or presence of
the person (s) addressed in this
notice is required to find out the
factual position and to deter-
mine the extent of the offence
according to its merit,” said the
order, addressed to the deputy
director, horticulture of DDA's
divisions 4 and 6, a copy of
which HT has seen.

The order directed DDA offi-
cials to appear before the dep-
uty conservator of forests
{south) and tree officer at their
office in south Delhi's Tughlaka-
bad on April 17, 2024 at
10:40am, adding failure to
appear will result in legal action
being initiated against the offi-
cials concerned.

A senior forest department
official said. based on allega-
tions and submission of photo-
graphsshowing trees that were
possibly head hacked, action

Forest department notice to DDA
over tree-felling inside Sanjay Van

has been initiated. "We have
sought a response on the same.
An officer will present their
case before us,” said the official,
adding that permission to prune
trees was given early last year,
but no permission was given to
fell trees.

On HT"s visit to Sanjay Van, it
found pockets where trees were
been pruned, with excessive
pruning also observed in some
parts. Saplings were seen
planted around the trees that
were pruned.

A senior DDA official, when
contacted, denied that even a
single tree was felled in the
area. "DDA has taken up eco-
restoration of Sanjay Van since
last year, Native tree species of
the Ridge are being planted and
to do that, weeds are being
cleared and the invasive vilayati
kikar is being pruned, to make

openings in the top canopy|
Over 20,000 saplings have been|
planted undemneath such trees,'l
said an official. He added that
over 10,000 more native sap-
lings will be planted this mon-
S00M Scason.

The allegations were made by
avolunteer group -- There is No
Earth B, which organises regu-|
lar clean-up drives at Sanjay|
Van. The group, which has over
1,500 volunteers that take part
in drives from time-to-time, said|
itcarried out a thorough inves-
tigation at Sanjay Van on March
17, which led to them discover-
ing multiple trees that werg
felled, it said.

“Such activities pose a severg]
threat to the ecological balance)
of Sanjay Van,” said Stuti Chat|
urvedi, 20, a student of Miranda)
House and one of the velun

leers.

March 2024
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Forest dept notice to DDA over tree felling at Sanjay Van

Times News Nerwork

New Delhi: The Delhi fo-
rest department has issued
a notiee to Delhl Develop-
ment Authority (DDA} over
thealleged fellingof trecsat
Sanjay Van.

The forest department’s
south division has confir-
med the matter, saying that
“atree offence has been com-
mitted by illegal cutting of

trees located at Sanjay Van,
Mehrauli, New Delhi, witho-
ut permission, which is viola-
tion of Delhi Preservation
Trees Act (DPTA), 1994.%

The alleged incident was
reported by preen activists,
officials said.

The department asked the
official concerned — the de-
puty conservator of forests
(south)/trecofficer —of DDA
to appear before the divisio-

nal forest department’s office
on April 17 at 10 am. "In event
of failure to appear, legal ac-
tion will be initiated” against
the official and the matter wo-
uld proceed ex-parte, the noti-
ce issued on March 21 said.
Forest department officl-
als said that the problem see-
med to be of heavy pruning,
“It seems that against a per-
mission for light pruning,
they did a heavy pruning of

many trees, Still, we have is-
sued the notice to know the
factual positionand get anex-
planation,.” an official said.

A statement from DDA on
the matter said: “No tree fel-
ling has been done at Sanjay
Van. DDA has undertaken
eco-restoration.. as per the
SOP developed by the forest
department. Aceordingly, we-
eds like lantana has been re-
maoved and pruning of Proso-

pis julifiora, which is an ex-
otic invasive species has been
undertaken.”

Activists of There Is No
Earth B, which raised the mat-
ter, said that during a cleanup
they found that hundreds of
trees had been “chopped off™,
“Om March 17, we found 8§00
L.000 trees to have been chop-
ped off This had created a lar-
ge clearing " Shubham, the
clean-uporganiser, said.

Experts object to elevation work

Reduce no. of trees to

on Yamuna floodplain in NE Delhi

New Delhi: Eecologists have |

objectod w0 the  clevadion
wark being donse on the Ya.
mun fioodplain ar Bels
Farm Hstale near Shasiri
Park in nostheast Dethi,

A TON team that visited
the locality found that the
truckbonds of debiris and sofl
il alresdy boon dumpsed,
which had slovatesd the nrea
wiihina bourdary marked as

ta Furm Estate that came
under Dolhl Devologment
Authority (DDAR The move
s filled the low-lying mrva
by seveern] metres, bringing it
Abthe bevel ar (e maim road,

el e

plali/eivort
e namie of arul

partment’s south fovest divi-
sionmarking the 202223 plan:
tanthon b over 195 bortares
was found i the aren whiles
dirsrtend hores stable ol the
ond of the Neodptain had &
#imaag roai g Dokl Modin
ted Police. According toofficl
alz, DDA had given 10.5 Twcta.
res 1o forest dopartment for
compensatory afferesation.
Exporia, howmver, pointed
ot that the work viotated the

2015 Mationnl Green Tribunal o

roncvation of ghats,” it had
staded. NGT has pow formed a

e sty ival chan-
toaf antation will be
e if planted atelovabed le-
wels,” saida forest official, re-

hgh-dovel i aneder
ghe Dulhi chief scoretary o
demarcate |||KI uumnr the
Yarmuma f
OdMledals o !'M\l‘xl dopare.

et however, chaimod that
tho low-lying area was being
clevated to save the future
plantation Tram Nood. Avcor-
ding to the department, the
plantation i 16 hectanes of
Tl plnin was lost dn-

INGT) s hecaseof
Mangy Mishvn versus Union
af Trsdha, ERIRE goat and
arhers, which had sof 1ho gui
dhelimess B b followed 1o pro
tect the ¥amuna and its flood
piain. “Nofilling sl the Nood

“We kpow that there can'’t
be any permanont sriciun
on the fMeodplain and we are
mierely rdsing Uhe area to s
e the plantaticn, <o thas the
e cover on the Noadplain

N commont wis wvaliat
befrom DDA and I)rlinFU'Il(t‘

E: %, however, called
Hhse stép o offonee. \.wnr
ding to Prof AK Gosain,
fesgar emeritus of 11T Deihd
weho wns part of the NGT-ap-
polnted  commities  whiase
submissions led to 1he 2015
Judkgneenit, “Et ia pot allowed,
thits whale Aoodplain nres b
called O zone. apgarently it's
 depression, Any kind of je-
welling, fillirsg goes agains
thearderof NGT.”

Sipch & mowe can RSt
the river to n small segmont
amil (28 Jevel will seain a very

high keved a1 the time of high
dischargy, eausing b breach

y I the emsbankment, be poin-

le out. Anodher order by
has “asserted that no
]I intation shouhd b dona an

i the floodplain, yet somchow.

®ovt b msing this land for
compensatory afforestution,
which ks ilbegal”, Gosain sald

Anather ecologis rogues.
At aneaymity stated that if
plant spocies didn't survive
iho flood, ik meant that thay
didn’t bedong there. ~There
are desired plant spocies e
Jonging fo the Yamuna river
asin, both grasses and trees.
These rtive species won't be
affectod {5 any ool 108 erl-
mninat b0 il g the aciive flo
axdplakn o grow plani species
that won'tsurvive foods.*

[riwan Singh, o Deihi-ba-
sod onvironment aciiv ist, sa-
bt s & theal |||ea|u|mr|
ty was altering the
Iingntiral wltmu;»«htluu
=The foodplain is eompaosed
of young alluvium that is
highiy paroas and allows gu
Iek rechinpe of groundwater:
Bust 1o sand being dumped i
aililer alluvium that i much
finer: loss perous and with o
arer recharge cpacity 8%
dumaging the ecology and
impairing the natural fune.
tinns of the Noodplain,” he
sadd, demanding that the
samil must bo rensoved before
The morEnon,

Telangana braces
for pollen tsunaml

B periedi ram
wu;r cliwn and i

Aiaidi lov
#ls will fu
P’k:‘ ﬂ%] individs
oy allergie i
3 : this

be impacted by bus
depot, NBCC told

Times News NETwWoRK

New Delhi: State Expert
Appraisal Committee (SE-
AC}hasasked National Buil-
dings Construction Corpo-
ration (NBCC), which so-
ught environmental clea-
rance for development of a
bus depot at Vasant Vihar to
reduce the number of trees
to be impacted by the pro-
ject. The site currently has
110 trees and the project pro-
ponent proposes to trans-
plant 46 trees.

According to the propo-
sal submitted to SEAC, the
expected population at the
bus depot will be 480 people.
It will have one basement,
ground floor and four flo-
ors,and a terrace. The max-
imum height of the buil-
ding will be 29.3 metres.

The project proponent
has informed SEAC thatthe
projectisacomplete EVbus
depot and provision for
electric charging facility
for all parking slots will be
made available.

A SEAC official said that
the project was yet to get
clearance and they had as-
ked project proponent to
revise the number of impaec-
ted trees.

“The girth of the trees
numbered 8 to 14 ranges
from2.95metresto8metres.
This is an extraordinarily
high concentration of high-
girth trees in one row and
are part of the natural heri-
tageof thearea. Thisrow of
trees needs to be conserved
by giving sufficient unpa-
ved ground space around
the trees as breathing spa-
ce,” said the minutes of a
meeting held on Feb 26.

“In particular, the bany-
an tree of §-metre girth ne-
eds a sufficient unpaved
tree base of 1-2 metres
width,” it added. The minu-
tes were recently shared. “It
is suggested that the propo-
sal to transplant trees wit-
hin the row of tree number 8§
to 14, may be reviewed, and
preferably avoided.”

Accordingtotheminutes
of the meeting, tree number
16, a pipal with a girth of 4.5
metres is currently earmar-
ked for removal and trans-
plantation. “It is suggested
thatsince thisisahigh-girth
tree, options for retaining
it at the present location
may be explored, if feasible.
The landscape plan may
be revised accordingly and
re-submit.”

i E
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Siolkars euphoric and full of
praise for the High Court

Team Herald

SIOLIM: From a reflective
mood, villagers from Si-
olim were euphoric and
full of praise for the Goa
Bench of the Bambay High
Court after the petition-
ers were allowed to im-
plead Calangute MLA Mi-
chael lobo and the Village
Panchayat as respondents
Band 7 of the petition.

“Ome cannot get away with
everything all the time, There
i a tdme when everything
has to come o an end and
this is God's intervention at
the right time through the
High Court.” reacted petition-
er Maria Femandes

“People don't know their
rights. They get frightencd
of what they should do and
not do, Despite being eda-
cated, we behave as though
we are ot The direction of
the High Court today proves
the power of the people”
said an ecstatic Femandes.

First Petitioner  Aaron

GOA GREEN BRIGADE DEMANDS EXEMPLARY PUNISHMENT [

Welcomes HC decision to implead Calangute MLA in tree felling case

PANJIM: The Goa Green Brigade has
welcomed the decision of the Bombay
High Court at Goa, to allow to implead
the Sarpanch and Panchayat Secretary

of Siolim- Marna Village Panchayat and
Calangute MLA Michael Loba in the Siolim
tree cutting case.

Those found guilty must be given exemplary
puni sothatitactsasa

in the future and 1o ensure that Law makers

don't become law breakers, urged Goa
(Green Brigade convenor fverting Miranda.
He said, “While the Goa Green Brigade
is not against development. bult it has
to be sustainable and without destruc-
tien of our natural heritage. Build roads
around the trees as the expanded roads
invariably are occupied to park vehicles
or for commercial carts. Expansion of
roads i3 not the solution.”

- don’t messarund You
are elected to serve and rot
make money at the cost of
envirenment and the vot-
ers” wamed Asron

To rub salt on injury, the

dhe helped her collengues
prepare the church  for
Maunwdy Thursday.

As Siolkars prepare for the
perultimate days of the holy
weck, Mathilda Dias best de-

Hagh Court aridng hope for i
pustice, | never expected this
to happen” :
"l am completely con-
fused. | cannot sy anything :
right now!” stated Siolim Sar- |

High Court erder further
reads: “The learned Ad-
vocate General has made
it clear that the Public
Works Department (FWD]
was neither widening the
road nor had anything o
do with the felling of trees
from the private proper-

sribes the spirit when she
sald, “Our pain on seeing the
trees being cut indiscrimi-
nately is casing out with the

panch, Abibiy Shirodkar,

phone calls.

Calangute MLA Michaed |
Lobo did net respond to |

¥
K’taka says no to Goa
power line through
Western Ghats forest
bonbin et IN A NUTSHELL
S > Project: GoaTamnar
Bengaluru: Karnataka govt Transmission Pmi'ec‘
has rejected neighbouring | Capacity: Meeting Goa's
Goa's proposal to draw a po- | Power demand for 15-20 years
wer transmission line thro- | > Benefit to Kamataka:
ugh the Western Ghats forest | Exchange of 1,200MW solar
by the GoaTamnar Trans- | Powerbetween K'taka-Goa grids

mission  Project Limited
{GTTPL), and directed the
project executing agency to
lay the line through non-fo-
rested areas instead.
Thestate govt hasalsoor
dered serving of showeause
notice to forest department
officials who had earlier re-
the project,
overlooking destruction of
large tracts of forested areas
in the Ghats. Planning to
light up parts of South Goa
by sourcing power from Tam-
nar in Chhattisgarh. GTTPL

commended

» Length of the line: 77km

* Length of line in forest: 31km
> Length in tiger reserve: 6km

» Width of corridor; 46 metres
> Forest type: Wet everareen,
semi-evengreen, moist deciduou:

» Trees to be affected: 72,552

had sought permission from
Karnataka to divert a whop-
ping 174.6 hectares of forest
land, including the Kali Ti-
ger Reserve (KTR), to lay a
400 kV transmission line.

P On chopping block, P 2

Felling of trees for projects
should be last resort, says HC

Tuags News NeTwork

New Delhi: Delhi High Co-
urt Wednesday directed the
forest department to be
mandatorily involved in
planning of any infrastroc-
ture project that entails fel-
lingof trees.

Asking that a standard
operating procedure (SOP)
be finalised on the depart-
ment’s role, HC said efforts
must be made to save trees
and felling them should only
be the “last resort”. An at-
tempt has to be made to co-ex-
ist with nature, it added. Jus-
tice Jasmeet Singh said the
SOPshould alsodeal withthe
requirement of grant of per-
mission before the launch of
any private construction in-
volving cutting of trees.

HC's direction came on a
petition relating to permis-
sions granted by tree officers
for felling of trees without

passingspeakingorders. The
court had said last year that
no permission for felling of
trees would be granted in the
national capital.

“Since the issue involves
felling of trees for infrastruc-
ture projects and construc-
tion of individual houses, it
is felt that an SOP be planned
by the respondent (Delhi govt
authorities) in consultation
with lawyers,” said HC.

During the hearing, the
court told the Delhi govt co-
unsel the SOP should man-
date a visit by the official
concerned to the site of an
individual construction for
examining if the trees can
be saved before sanction for
felling them is granted. The
court said for infrastruetu-
re projects, the forest de-
partment will be involved in
the planning to suggest if
the trees can be saved.

“With consent of the par-

ties, it isdirected that Aditva
Prasad (petitioner's coun-
sel), along with amicus curi-
ae and the responsible offi-
cer, including the counsel for
the respondent, will draft an
SOP with regard to (a) prior
permission for construction
in Delhi which will involve
eutting of trees, and (b) for
every infrastructure project,
the forest department will be
Invalved in the planning sta-
ge 50 that every possible ef-
fort is made for saving the
tree and only if it is inevitab-
le, permission for felling of
tree as a last resort would be
given," the court directed.

It also asked Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority (DDA) to
file an afMidavit giving its
stand on the alleged cutting
of treeson the Southern Rid-
ge for widening a road near
the South Asian University
The DDA counsel said no tre-
eswere felled for the project.

‘2 crore saplings
planted in 4 yrs’

New Delhi: Environment mi-
nister Gopal Rai on Tuesday sa-
id govt planted two crore sap-
lings in the past four years. He
said Delhi will plant 63lakh sap-
lings in the next financial vear:
Rai, who held a meeting with 21
agencies on tree plantation, sa-
id chief minister has fulfilled
all the promises he made du-
ring the last elections. One of
the 10 promises that the CM ma-
de was about plantation of two
crore saplings and trees in Del-
hi in the nextfive years. “Weare
happy toannounce that we have
been able to achieve that target
within four vears,” he said. Ty
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‘Virasat vatikas’:
Saving heritage

NehaShukla@timesgroup.com

tlar Pradesh State Biodi-

versity Board (UPSBBR)

will plant ‘virasat vrik-

sha’ (heritage trees) to
create "virasat vatikas’ to conserve
948 species already notified by the
state govt. Heritage trees will be
propagated through
seeqds, tissues, grafting
and other techniques
lo grow a new tree,
which will have maxi- §
mum possible similar
traits, if not all, as the
old tree in these gar-
dens. Heritage gardens
will be ereated in 11
districts in an area of
8-10 acres each, de-
pending on the availa-
bility of land.

code BHEVARI®. Lucknow's moth-
er Dussehri tree also findsmention
as 0531LKO021.

The board has already released
a book on heritage trees, with a
personalised note on each tree,
which is meant to create a public
connection with these trees. There

is a 100-year-old Kareel tree in govt

records. Tamal, Arru,
Chitwan, Sheesham,
Gamhar, Chilbil,
Mysore Banyan, Ma-
hogany, Haldu, Jamun,
Arjun, Shami and Ka-
reel are the species
that do not survive up
to 100 years. 1t is a rar-
£ ity that ancient trees
! from these species ex-
v ist in various parts of
the state,
Mother tree of

Secretary, UPSBB. garpel tree. Alsocalled Dussehri mango in

BB Prabhakar said that |gafejess caper berry in
each of these 948 trees gngjish and Tenti and
have been given 8 yarira in Hindi

unigue identity codeto

make identification and conserva-
tion easier in Virasat Vatikas. Divi-
sional forest officers have been in-
structed to put up boards on herit-
age trees with identity codes.

In official records, the first isa
banyan tree from Agra with code
0001 AGR001 and the last is also a
banyan tree from Varanasi with

Mother tree of Dussehri mango in Kakori, Lucknow, Aged about 200 yrs

Lucknow's Kakori
tehsil, an imli tree in
Fatehpur on which 52
revolutionaries were
hanged during freedom struggle
and mother tree of langda mango
onacourt premises in Varanasi are
others mentioned in the board’s
records. State govt had issueda GO
tonotify heritage trees in UP in Nov
2019, Heritage trees should exist
only on govt or community land
and not on forest and private land.

10 wetlands in Asola
to conserve rainwater

Kushagra. Dixit
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Officials at Asola Wildli-
fe Sanctuary and south forest divi-
sion, under the Delhi forest and wild-
life department, have planned to con-
serve water this mensoon through re-
furbished wetlands.

According to the officials, the de-
partment. after a survey and map-
ping, expects to conserve at least 8
lakhcrorelitres of water by the endof
thismonsoon.

A report was preparved by the fo-
rest department on how they could
achieve this aim. The officials have
identified 10 major wetlands in south
Delhi's forest areas.

According to the officials, there
werealready natural depressionsand
traditional wetlands at Asola and the
southern ridge, and they started by
recognising such traditional ponds.

“There are already check dams in
the sanctuary which were made on a
court order in 2020. Our focus has
slowly shifted to increasing the water
holding capacity of the sanctuary, as
having proper water holding ponds in
a wildlife sanctuary helps in protec-
tion and conservation of flora and
fauna. In the long run, it will help us
inraising the water table,” a senior fo-
restofficial said,

Many long-forgotten wetlands we-
re also revived and their history was
traced with the help of some villagers
and retired forest officials.

*Giving the original or historic
name to an improvised or refurbis-
hed pond also increases a sense of
responsibility. We thus decided to
name those ponds what they used to
be called. In this series, we got na-
mes like Gummar Talab, Bhoru Ta-
lab. Mava Talab. Pulia Talab ete.”

The mave is Iikely to conserve at least 8
lakh crore litres of water by monsoon-end

the official said.

According to the plan, the depart-
ment aims at conserving 801.79 lakh
litres of water through the wetlands
and ponds. The areas these ponds
span vary from 3,046 square metres to
4,915 square metres, Their depth is
from 2.3-3.3 metres. The water hol.
ding capacity varies from 61.68 lakh
litres to 88.72 lakh litres.

“Delhi has a variety of water bodi-
s, However, over the vears, most of
the water bodies have either been en-
croached upon, or are heavily pollu-
ted or have silt, making them less
functional. This is true for groundwa-
ter recharge,” says a report that tra-
ces the existing status of the water
bodies in the southern forest division
using drone survey, GIS, remote sen-
sing and physical surveys.

The report points out that a
total of over 142 water bodies in
Delhi’s relatively small size have eit-
her been completely bullt-up (20%),
turned into parks (9%), untraceable
{4%), or filled with contaminated
water(12%).

SURVIVAL RATE OF TRANSPLANTED TREES LOW: BMC DATA

Mumbai lost over 21,000 trees in 6 years
to make way for Metro, road projects

Your RIGHT
T0 KNOW

ax EXPRESS RT1
APPLICATION

PRATIP ACHARYA
MUMBAL MARCH2S

Mumbai tree count ks 29.75 lakh.as per 2011 census, fie

IF DETERIDRATING airquality
over the past few years has

to make way for development
projocts suchas Metre, bullet
traim, coastal rod, sewage treat -
ment plant {STP) and the
Goregaon-Mulund Link Road
among others.

The EMC dita alsoshowsthat
althoasgh it transplanted 21916
Triess cluring Uhe Six-year persod
— between 2018 and 2023 —
their survival e v low,

Data on servival of trans-
plantodtrecs was mvalable only
far 9 out of the total 24 wards.

emerged as 2 manr concem for FADING GREEI.ZI]?E 102023 Arcording tothe data out o the
Mumbai, its fst-depletieg urban 4338 trees trapsplanted in these:
green cover has only com- Trees cut {24 wards) 21008 Gweards, only 963 tees {12%)
probl The ity . 24wards) 21L.916 survivid.

!}.\swilmsscdl’e«]lmlmfat least Tress transplanted (9 wards]* 4338 ‘i !\nglh:rcamho{mmm[ur
LUZB trees over The past SiX o - umibaikarsis the city's iree
years, aocording tedata provided ‘Transplantation success (3 wards) b count. According to the BMC,
I I unicipad a3 Muiniba fas a otal of 2975283

by
Corporation (BMO) o The dndion
Evpress A,

“Tronspdaratorion stcess rowe avaskade anly for S warnds;

trees. Civic efficials, however,
clrifiedthat this mevber i from
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PWD can’t express
helplessness over
upkeep of trees: HC

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Court on Wednesday said the pub-
licworks department (PWD)cannot express helplessness
as far as upkeep of the trees planted by it on the roadside
isconecerned.

Justice Jasmeet Singh, hearing a case concerning
plantationof trees inthecity from the funds inthe“Green
Delhi Account”, also asked the department to furnish
details about the PWD's claim that it has planted almost
four lakh trees,

The court had last vear directed the plantation of atle-
ast 10,000 trees in the city by authorities by utilising an

amount of more than Rs
e 70 lakh deposited by de-
COURT SAYS faulting litigants as costs

Before the hearing, inseveral matters.

During the hearing,
PWD shall show the 3.9 the court was informed

lakh trees planted by it by the courtd
ppointed
as shown (inthe news | .;icus curiae that altho-

reports) ugh PWD earlier claimed

that it had no land to

i carry out afforestation

drives, news reports stated that the department has
planted 3.91akh trees.

The amicus further informed the court that the 400
trees planted by PWD along the Ring Road have perished
due to no maintenance, adding that there is a "complete
lack of institutional will”, Asthe high court sought an ex-
planation from PWD, Delhigovt's lawyer said there are se-
veral difficulties inmaintaining trees on the roadside, in-
cluding the damage caused by vehicles.

“You are a municipal authority, You cannot express
helplessness,” the courtresponded, seekingdetails of the
steps taken. The govt lawyer said new trees would be plan-
ted at the site and the court asked him to place on record
thedetailsof the3.9lakh trees planted by the department.

“Before the hearing, PWD shall show the3.9]akh trees
planted by itasshown (in the news reports),” the court sa-
id while listing the matter for hearing on March 19.

mm‘ vl
Ll hl;ﬁum
'mw-ﬁm-;:;nc' 4
et v b dieoes
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DDA waiting for
HC's order on
remaining deer

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has so
farrelocated 203 out of the app-
roximately 600 deer from the
Deer Park in Hauz Khas to Ko-
tainRajasthan and isawaiting
DelhiHigh Court’'sdecisionon
the matter to shift the remai-
ningdeer.

The case was scheduled to
be heard in court on March 21
but hasnow been adjourned for
hearingon.July 18, said DDA of-
ficials. In the last hearing in
Feb, the court asked DDA to
conduct a comprehensive cen-
susof deer inhabiting the park.

The court intervention ca-
me after a petition challenged
the Central Zoo Authoritys
(CZA) decision last vear to re-
voke Deer Park's licence as a
"minizoo”.

The CZA mandated translo-
cationof theanimals due to the-
ir rapidly increasing numbers
and inadequate staffing. Accor-
ding to CZAS order dated June
8, 2023, the animals were to be
released in the natural habitats
of Rajasthan (Kota) and Delhi
(Asola) in the ratio of 70:30.

“While we had pursued CZA
to shift the deer earlier because
of their increasing numbers,
they asked for closure as the po-
pulation of the animals was
growing rapidly and space was
limited. While some deer were
shifted, locals were against the
move,” said an official earlier

Taking note of residents'
sentiments, DDA decided to
appreach the CZA to permit
habitation of some deer in
the park. “However, with high
court intervening in the mat-
ter; we decided to move as
per the court's direction.” said
the official.

March 2024
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Media Coverage

HC ask DDA to hold Deer Census in Deer Park

PTI w Outlook India Indian Express

Law Trend - Magzter - News9L ive

Law Beat - The Print - Law Advice



https://www.ptinews.com/story/national/hc-asks-dda-to-hold-deer-census-in-deer-park-/1290778
https://www.outlookindia.com/national/delhi-hc-asks-dda-to-hold-deer-census-in-deer-park
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/delhi-high-court-development-authority-deer-spotted-a-n-jha-deer-park-9162531/
https://lawtrend.in/hc-asks-dda-to-hold-deer-census-in-deer-park/
https://www.magzter.com/tr/stories/newspaper/The-Morning-Standard/CONDUCT-DEER-CENSUS-IN-HAUZ-KHAS-PARK-CHECK-OVERCROWDING-SAYS-HC
https://www.news9live.com/india/legal-delhi-high-court-asks-dda-to-carry-out-deer-census-in-deer-park-2438981
https://lawbeat.in/news-updates/delhi-high-court-directs-dda-conduct-census-spotted-deer-deer-park
https://theprint.in/india/important-cases-heard-in-the-delhi-high-court-on-wednesday-4/1966396/
https://www.thelawadvice.com/news/delhi-hc-steps-in-to-preserve-spotted-deer-population-at-deer-park
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Below are a few tweets from the month of January about important nature-related
stories from our @NDN_HQ page. Please click on the links to open the tweets and
learn more about these fascinating topics. Our Twitter page is a great way to stay
up-to-date with the latest news and events related to nature and conservation, so be
sure to follow us for more updates!

Why the Forest Conservation Amendment Act 2023 may be deemed unconstitutional
Click to View

T.S. High court orders no more tree felling for cricket stadium at Manikonda

Click to View

NGT seeks reports from CPCB of Health impacts of polluting industries in Singrauli
Click to View

Supreme Court issues notice to center to question constitutionality of recent FCA amendments

Click to View (Forest conservation Act)

10 Elephant sent to Gujarat from Arunachal Pradesh. What is the need?
Click to View

Grape Farmers spray pesticides on crops: the cause for Sore Throat Cough and fever.

Click to View

83 of 100 Most Polluted Cities are in India.
Click to View

Construction initiated inside Okhla Bird sanctuary. An already disturbed eco-sensitive area

Click to View

Ex-civil servants oppose #GreenCreditRules an easy way for industrialists to acquire forest land

Click to View

93% of Bengaluru is concrete jungle, says 11Sc study | How unplanned urbanization
contributed to the city's severe water crisis

Click to View



https://x.com/ManaManikonda/status/1773203094689419392?s=20
https://x.com/ManaManikonda/status/1773203094689419392?s=20
https://x.com/LawstreetJ/status/1773003881657565291?s=20
https://x.com/ndtv/status/1762157012388090371?s=20
https://x.com/ndtv/status/1762157012388090371?s=20
https://x.com/lifeindia2016/status/1771424574166696012?s=20
https://x.com/lifeindia2016/status/1771424574166696012?s=20
https://x.com/Rohitskaziranga/status/1534104896995094528?s=20
https://x.com/Rohitskaziranga/status/1534104896995094528?s=20
https://x.com/Mahaveer_VJ/status/1770708001634066558?s=20
https://x.com/Mahaveer_VJ/status/1770708001634066558?s=20
https://twitter.com/hashtag/GreenCreditRules?src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/jayashreenandi/status/1770005688737321044?s=20
https://x.com/jayashreenandi/status/1770005688737321044?s=20
https://x.com/Bharati09/status/1769927917814063524?s=20
https://x.com/Bharati09/status/1769927917814063524?s=20
https://x.com/MRTB_India/status/1770290294195384681?s=20
https://x.com/MRTB_India/status/1770290294195384681?s=20
https://x.com/LawstreetJ/status/1770339101989814505?s=20
https://x.com/LawstreetJ/status/1770339101989814505?s=20
https://twitter.com/NDNS_HQ
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Native Flowers For Local Biodiversity

Biodiversity refers to the variety of life on Earth, including the diversity and range of
species, genes, and ecosystems, whereas local biodiversity refers to the variety of life

within a particular local area.

Local biodiversity in particular plays a very vital role, as it provides essential ecosystem

services and supports the well-being of local communities.

With the emphasis on local biodiversity, our focus on ‘Native flowers for local
biodiversity’ became crucial in today’s time as many people started to grow non-native
flowers in their gardens for aesthetic and commercial purposes without having proper

information about their ill effects on the local environment.

Click Here to Read the Full Blog
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https://www.ndns.in/petals-of-preservation-native-flowers-for-local-biodiversity/
https://www.ndns.in/petals-of-preservation-native-flowers-for-local-biodiversity/
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New Lapel Pin Designs

Order Now —‘

March 2024

Birds Of Delhi Fridge-Magnets

NONS
FRIDGE MAGNETS
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FRIDGE MAGNETS
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Order Now -‘
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https://www.ndns.in/product-category/lapel-pins/
https://www.ndns.in/product-category/fridge-magnets/
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Delhi Birds Card Game

An original New Delhi Nature Society creation. |

Order Now ”

Great for all ages.

Pencil made of Recycled Newspaper with Seeds

CORTANDER
Ic

2
T RADDISH |

L ADYFINGER| T .
TFENUGREFK ™

From trash to treasure, this pencil can save the | Order Now ”

planet for good measure!


https://www.ndns.in/product/recycled-newspaper-seed-pencil/
https://www.ndns.in/product/delhi-birds-card-game/
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New T-Shirt Designs

/ The Moy Flowart 1
|

SIAND UNDER A TREE
1011y RSTAD A TR

All Funds Raised will be used for Environmental Conservation

Order Now -‘



http://www.ndns.in/product-category/t-shirthttp:/www.ndns.in/product-category/t-shirthttp:/www.ndns.in/product-category/t-shirt
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DELHI TREES CARD GAME

An original New Delhi Nature Society
creation
Suitable for 2-6 players.

Great for all ages.

Get your pack just for Rs 200/-

ORDER NOW ]

CLOTH BAGS BIRDS STICKERS
New Delhi Nature Society H’“: - P
§|ofh Bag)z; i l.ff "&‘ \\ l . :ﬁ'— \

i - ]5 ]5 H | Greater Flaminga | .

ize inches \ (| )\ P

1~ ‘.\\‘ --/’, % ‘g ‘
5 assorted bags for Rs 200/- T S
Rs 5/- each

ORDER NOW —‘

ORDER NOW -‘

Click here to watch video e .

ORDER NOW

DONREY Vs PLASTIC BAG RE-WILD YOURSELF 50
T-SHIRT Day Challenge
Sizes Available - M, L, XL, XXL s, | ‘
Colors available - Black , Blue , Red , Yellow i (g |

.

For just Rs 650/- ' I®@ y
RE-WILD

ORDER NOW 1 | YOURSELF .

/; ! ‘I‘. CONNEGT WITH NATURE .
/ = o |
* s, r
¥ T



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sdpGHXYy1tghttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sdpGHXYy1tg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sdpGHXYy1tg
https://www.ndns.in/product/cool-bags/
https://youtu.be/sdpGHXYy1tg
https://www.ndns.in/product/delhi-tree-card-game/
https://www.ndns.in/product/re-wild-yourself-30-days-challenge/
https://www.ndns.in/product-category/stickers/
https://www.ndns.in/product/tshirt-%e0%a4%a6%e0%a5%87%e0%a4%96%e0%a5%8b-%e0%a4%97%e0%a4%a7%e0%a5%87-%e0%a4%95%e0%a5%87-%e0%a4%b9%e0%a4%be%e0%a4%a5-%e0%a4%ae%e0%a5%87%e0%a4%82-%e0%a4%aa%e0%a5%89%e0%a4%b2%e0%a4%bf%e0%a4%a5/
https://www.ndns.in/product/tshirt-%e0%a4%a6%e0%a5%87%e0%a4%96%e0%a5%8b-%e0%a4%97%e0%a4%a7%e0%a5%87-%e0%a4%95%e0%a5%87-%e0%a4%b9%e0%a4%be%e0%a4%a5-%e0%a4%ae%e0%a5%87%e0%a4%82-%e0%a4%aa%e0%a5%89%e0%a4%b2%e0%a4%bf%e0%a4%a5/
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Birds of Delhi Badges ORDER NOW ||

(Rs50) '

Aloe Vera Plant

(Rs 100) (Rs 50)

ORDER NOW

L—— 0

NDNS Coffee Mugs
(Rs 250 each)

Volunteer / Intern at NDNS Contribute to NDNS

+ Protect the environment Bank Details :

« Join the growing NDNS team Account: New Delhi Nature Society
« Email your CV to info@ndns.in Account number: 918020010738403

IFSC: UTIBOOO1326

G pay paytim : 97mse66


https://www.ndns.in/product-category/badges/
https://www.ndns.in/product/grass-in-jar/
https://www.ndns.in/product/tree-booklets/
https://www.ndns.in/product/tree-booklets/
https://www.ndns.in/product-category/mugs/
https://goo.gl/forms/WwdVdKE47ZACXgDd2

Page 30

The Times of Nature
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

NDNS Membership

We are thrilled to offer you the opportunity to
become a member of the New Delhi Nature
Society (NDNS). As a member, you will play a
critical role in helping to protect the environment
and support our mission of creating a sustainable
future for all. In addition to making a meaningful
impact, you will also enjoy special packages and
benefits exclusively available to members. We
look forward to your participation and thank you

for your support!

Click here to Sign Up

March 2024

Donate a book to the NDNS library
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We're Hiring]!

We are currently seeking

S
candidates who are %

We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude
to all the amazing individuals who have donated
nature-related books towards the
#newdelhinaturesociety library. Your generosity
will help us in building a comprehensive library
that will be a valuable resource for nature
enthusiasts and students alike. If you too would
like to contribute to our library, we welcome book
donations and encourage you to get in touch with
us for more information. You can visit our website
at  www.ndns.in to learn more about our

organization and our various initiatives.

interested in an internship and/or full-time work with
our organization. We have multiple ongoing projects
that require dedicated and passionate individuals
who are eager to make a positive impact on the
environment. If you are interested in joining our team,
please fill out the application form to apply. We look

forward to hearing from youl!

FILL THE FORM 1

JOIN OUR TEAM

New Delhi Nature Society
is offering paid internships!

Details ———


https://www.instagram.com/p/Caz9ZwCPsLN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
http://www.ndns.in/
https://forms.gle/N6YznaTwnvqVwDBP7
https://goo.gl/forms/5MXb5HqnMCO5uoYe2
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De-Choke Trees

The Hon'ble National Green Tribunal in
its order dated 23rd April 2013 has
directed all Public Authorities to ensure

that all the sign boards, names,
advertisements, any kind of boards or
signage's, electric wires and high tension
cables or otherwise are removed from
the trees.

They shall also ensure that the concrete
surrounding the trees within one meter
of the trees are removed and all the
trees are looked after well and due
precaution is taken in future so that no
concrete or construction or repairing
work is done at least within one meter

radius of the trunk of trees.

NAILS, WIRES (10,000 RS. FINE)

NGT ORDER FOR DE-CHOKING TREES
DELHI PRESERVATION OF TREES ACT

For queries regarding CSR, please
contact New Delhi Nature Society at
info@ndns.in

SIGN UP! ]

To receive regular updates

from NDNS.

SOS NUMBERS
(TREES AND ANIMALS)

« NDNS - 9711115666

« Wildlife Rescue - 9810129698,
9810639698

o People For Animals - O
23719293 / 9294.

« For Cows - Dhyan Foundation -
9999099423

ATREEIS BEING CUT?

-Click pictures

-Tell them to stop immediately

-Ask them to show the Forest
Department permission.

-No permission, then Call 100 and
wait till help arrives.

-Report the matter on the Green
Helpline 1800118600

-Write a letter to the Forest
Department

-If they do have permission, then
take the supervisor's details who
must be present there and contact
the Forest Department .

FOREST DEPARTMENT

dcthggnctd@gmail.com
dcfpmgnctd@gmail.com
pccfgnctd@gmail.com

CLICK HERE! ]

Access to previous
Newsletters


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y_jVQjUK_EGlZMCe0qFRybou71kgOiZc/view
http://www.compassionateliving.in/DelhiPreservationofTreesAct.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QBS1tELkSgwOouFq55z9AdRMJNVtjJ5O/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDe8o3CuWjhkVzdmzapXmdWOn6hzZLYD2qYtAdO-93ZJK5eg/viewform
https://www.ndns.in/newsletters/
https://www.ndns.in/newsletters/

