The Times of Nature
s MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

SOCIETY
———— Q

www.ndns.in Issue #85

Page 1 n @ o m July 2024

Cement Hatao Ped Bachao - Deconcretise Trees

PHOTOGRAPH

OF THE MONTH

AT

——

Click Here for Events Information

Click to Donate

Please consider a small contribution

How do you feel about our work for nature conservation?

SEND FEEDBACK

Index

Memes Of The Month Pg 2 Sunday Funday in Nature Pg 1l
Plantation Drive Pg 3 Important Articles Pg 12
Nature Walk Pg 4 Twitter Pg 16
Forest Bathing Pg 5 Volunteer Or Intern, Library Pg 17
Ryan International School Pg 6 SOS, CSR, Previous Newsletters Pg 18
Hillwoods Academy Pg 7

Soami Nagar Model School Pg 8

Nature Conservation Award Pg 9

Instagram Updates Pg 10



https://www.instagram.com/newdelhinaturesociety/
https://www.facebook.com/newdelhinaturesociety/
http://www.ndns.in/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/new-delhi-nature-society/
https://www.youtube.com/@NewDelhiNatureSociety
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc5h-I_LMalShxAEykHMR5HlakdwqZuImjU3mlHnd8a43XDBQ/viewform
https://twitter.com/NDNS_HQ
https://www.ndns.in/events-list/
http://www.ndns.in/
https://rzp.io/l/ndnsdonation
https://rzp.io/l/ndnsdonation

The Times of Nature
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Page 2 July 2024

Memes Of The Month

S0 we
LOSE A Few
CRiTTERS—

WHAT'S THAT




Page 3

The Times of Nature
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Plantation Drive

Watch Video 1

—‘ Watch Video 2

W

NDNS took the weekend vibes to the next level with a tree-planting bash at
Tughlakabad Biodiversity Park since the rainy season kicked in.

They went all out, planting Delhi's very own tree celebs to boost the local green scene.

Among the greenery, they stumbled upon a mix of tree stars, funky fungi, cool garden
lizards, and even a slinky snake skin. It was a wild ride!

This green gala not only celebrated the park's eco-importance but also reminded us to

cherish our natural treasures.

The event sparked a teamwork spirit, nudging everyone to keep the green dream alive

and dive deeper into our backyard wilderness.

Let's keep the green party going!

Watch Video 3

|
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Naturec Walk

Watch Video —‘

We hosted a groovy nature stroll in Sanjay Van to hook up the Delhi crowd with
Mother Nature.

Guided by our cool founder, peeps got to dive into the jungle-like greenery and meet
the wild gang living in this urban forest.

From chirpy birds to fluttering butterflies and tiny critters, attendees got a crash course
on the local flora and fauna.

The goal? To shine a spotlight on the magic of city green spaces and spark a fire for
conservation.

Folks left with a new nature crush and a promise to be Delhi's nature superheroes.

The walk wasn't just a stroll, it was a nature party uniting the community and shouting
out the awesomeness of Sanjay Van's eco vibes.
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Forest Bathing

Watch Video —‘

NDNS led a wild expedition through Aravali Biodiversity Park in Gurgaon, where
adventurers got up close and personal with the park's vibrant plants and critters.

We met a whole cast of characters, from towering trees to delicate flowers, buzzing
insects, and fluttering butterflies, giving us a crash course in the park's wild side.

The journey was spiced up with fun nature games that made us feel like the park's VIP
guests.

While soaking in the park's breathtaking views, we delved into the secrets of
conservation, with the surroundings whispering tales of nature's magic.

The outing was a blend of learning and leisure, leaving us charged up to protect our
green havens and shining a spotlight on the ecological marvel that is Aravali
Biodiversity Park.

July 2024
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Ryan International School

Watch Video —‘

NDNS got the VIP treatment at Ryan International School, Faridabad for
Environmental Week, where we mingled with the cool kids and rocked some awesome

nature workshops.

We hosted a seed ball crafting party. Picture this: students diving into the world of
making seed balls, the secret weapon for effortless tree planting.

Our main man, Mr. Verhaen Khanna, shared some wisdom on the importance of saving

the environment. It was a blast!

The event was all about getting hands dirty and brains buzzing, teaching the kiddos
why our planet needs a superhero squad. It was all about nurturing a love for nature

and inspiring these young minds to be Earth's protectors.

July 2024
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Hillwoods Academy

Watch Video —‘

NDNS strutted in style to the Hillwoods Academy’s Eco Seminar, kicking off

Environmental Week with a bang!
A whopping 20 schools united forces to champion the cause of a greener, cleaner world.

The agenda? A lineup of fun workshops like street plays, crafting treasures from trash,
whipping up seed balls, and getting artsy with nature hand painting.

These hands-on activities weren't just about having a blast; they were all about flexing

those creative muscles and spreading the gospel of sustainability and eco-awareness.

The seminar turned into a buzzing hive of excitement, rallying students to dive

headfirst into the epic quest of safeguarding our beloved planet.
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Nature Immersion Session

with Soami Nagar Model School

We led the students of

~ Soami  Nagar Model

School on a whimsical
adventure into the
loving arms of nature,

where we uncovered

g the mysteries of bird

i songs, floral scents,

and ancient tree

wisdom.

We shared the

important lesson  of

i protecting the forest's

residents from any

/ disruptions.

%% Back at school, the

children vowed to be
nature's guardians,
committed to keeping

. the wild world safe

i and sound.

Watch Video —‘

July 2024
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Nature Conservation Award

The Nature Conservation Award has been

bestowed upon individuals who have excelled in

their field.

Their remarkable contributions speak volumes,
and we aspire to inspire many others to partake

in meaningful work for nature conservation.
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Our Instagram Updates

N

ﬂUCted 2 Plantatio E

We planted native plant species Nature walk at Sanjay Yan
at Tughlakabad Biodiversity,
Park

e beginning
FARIDAGA
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At_Ryan International School,

Faridabad for environment week
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Our Instagram updates

NNUNURE WALK,

Aravali Biodiversity Park, Gurgaon S

ABDP, Gurgaon More trees planted

Y

o

Sunday Funday in Nature!

l:lCl\llC D,::\\/ Join us for a day full of fun! Tree planting,

SUNDAY, 4TH AUG 2024, 9 AM- 1:00 PM animal dance workshop, wall painting, farm
FOREST SPIRITILEARNING!, activities, treasure hunt, tadpole adventure,

story telling. 4th August, Sunday 9am-1pm
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estate giant, which had pur- Srivastay said his department
chased the property, in trouble. has written back to the CCF,
. District Forest Officer (DFO) adding around 980 trees were
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Jasjeev Gandhiok
Ieters @8dntiaan tames, rom
NEW DELHE The Delhi forest
ol wilidlifc deparimient is set to
Incorporate technology to trock
the felling of trees in the city,
preople aware of the nutter said,
The development comes even
as the Supreme Court has been
hearing a contempd plea over
the illegal chopping of over L100
wrees [n a notified foresy of the
southem Ridge by the Delhi
Develapment Authority (DDAL
Whike henring the phen, Uhe apex
court asked the forest depart-
ment and Delhi's Tree Authorin
(DTA) 1o keep a constant vigll
on felling of troes in the futune.
Officials i the fored depart-
mient saiil that, in Hght of the
top court’s order, they are plan-
ning to utilse LiDaR (Light
Detection and Ranging) —a
remmde semsing method that
uses bisers to mensure distances
il crente 30 maps of ohjects —
R cheart Dedhils green arcas and
track tree-felling over a period
of time. The same technology is
currently being utilised 1o map
out Delhl's geo-morphologleal

“In theory, it s possible to
map out all green cover, as
LiDaR technology shows all fea-
res inan area, complete with
it shape and elevation change.
I a troe gets oul. i can tell us in
which area trees were felled,”a
sentor forest afficial said, on
condition of anomymity.

The official sald thata man-
agement plan for the Asola
Bhawei Wildlife Sanctuary is
already bedng formulated by
Wildlihe Instirute of India (W),
“Another option sto geo-tngall
troes, but this will again require
significant time and money.”
the officia) said,

A second forest official sabd
thot the pian is w look at a

Govt explores tech
to check tree-felling

Methods being explored

The forest department currently has no mechanism to track

Exth tree s geo-tagged with
13 latitede and ongituds:
Inupp(denl

SATELLITE ALARMS
Anadert ov alarmr- based
Syitem irtng ateite data

methed that will alert the
authorfiies Emmedintely whena
tree s fefled,

“A rcal-time  mechanism
exists with the Forest Survey of
Indlin (FS1), where they get an
alert ifa vree is fedied o ifhere
Isa fire in & foed aren. This ks
tome wsing savellive vechnology.
For a real-time model. some-
thing si ir may have to be
explored,” the second official
said, abso requcsting anomymbity.

The department is currently
looking at the cost of different
technologies before Analising
o one, the officials sid,

In 200000, 1he Delhid govern-
ment deployed the wrritorfal
army eco task foroe (ETF) to
restore and rehabdlitate over
2,100 acres of the southern
Ridge

For this, 132 Infaniry Battal-
lon (TA) ECO Rajput was
deployed,

The depariment afso hos
phans o dncrease the aumber of
ETF personnel  currently

Capital to import 300K tulips
for RWAs as mania continues

Jasjeev Gandhiok

lettervghindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Over the last twi
years, the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA} and New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC) pro-
wured meary 630,000 tulips from
sotithern Evrope and central
Asia and planted them at 65
spiks across the Capital,

Then, in June this year, the
Delhi lieutenant  governor
ardened local agencics to plant
Q00,000 more of the foreign spe-
cies in 200 nefghbourhoods.

But if the more than L3 million
bulbs over the past (wo years
weren't enough for tullp manka
1 sweep the dty, the Delhi Parks
and Gardens Socicty now plans
to import 300,000 more flower
bulbs from the Netherkands and
handd them out to resident wel-
fare associations (RWA).

DPGS will also set up & com-
mittee comprising horticulture
expents to monitor the planta-
tion. A senior official of the
agency said a tender has been
floated to import tulip buds,
which will first be kept ina mur-
sery and then planted [n Novem-
‘ber, “The bidder has been asked
to import these tulips” said the
official, because an experiment

Tulip House st Lodhi Garden.
with a local variety of the Nower
Failed bast year.

"We are yet 1o decide how
many of the 300,000 tulips will
go to RWAs, But a significant
rumber will be planted in neigh-
bourhood parks or given 1o
RWAs in pots. The buds will be
planted by our horticulture team
and RWAs will simply be given
instructions on how (o ensure
the tulip i not damaged.” the
official added.

The tuilips, which will cost 230
each, will wilt a month after
flowering, said officials,

Experts have, throughout

Dedif’s tilip experiments, under-

scored the harms associated

with a proliferation of the for-

elgn space.

But the city’s greening agen-

cies have been undeterred,

A TLES grore tender has been
Neated, including the procure-
ment of the tulips and additgonal
Items such as manure, soil, and
Nower pots.

DPGS is under the Dethi gav-

crmment’s environment depart-

et amed gives RWAs and NGOs
22.55 lakh per acre per year to
maintain parks.

Atul Goyal, president of the

United Residents Joint Act
(URJA) — an apex body of more
thian 2,500 resident welfane assoe
ciations {n Delhi — said the
money spent to import such
tulips could be spent el sewhere,
“These are being imported every
year in barge quantities when we
have so many other flowering
specles that grow Jocally in the
winters. Unless we can use these
bulbs and propagate them year:
ou-year in Delli itself, spending
samuch money on exotic wlips
i waste,” he said.

Other experts also questioned
the rationale behind planting so
miany tulips in Delhi. “We are
ailreachy way bebdnd [n raistog and
growing native flora critical o the
city’s coodogy. So much is written
every year but why is there no
acthon on it?” asked environmen-
talist Prdmavati Dwivedi,

“The biggest kssue in import-
ing tulips is the repeated expend-
fture and the Mowering window
of the exothe tulip only kasts two
weeks, But in the case of other
omamental lowers, gardencrs
usually collect and store the
seccds. which is economical and
wie have many beautiful ones,
Instead, tulips seem to be
planted in excess everywhere,”

she added.

deployed in the southemn Ridge
from 200 staffers 1o around
A0 50, the official sakd.

“Thiese additonal ETF mam-
bers will be deployed In other
forest areas of Dethi too, as well
a8 abong the Yamuna Mood-
plalns.” the secomd forest offl-
clal snid

Environmental sctivist Bhoe
vreen Kandhari said the fores
department neads 1o be more
vigilant on the ground and be
more iranspancnt. though the
e to ncorporste technology
lswebeome,

“Despite mwltiple court
orders [n the past, the forest
depariment still does not dis-
play any dita on the number of
trec felling permissions given
for any forest division In Delhi,
Similarly, there is no data on
troe pruning,” shie sakd.

“Until there s transpanmnay
anda robust mechunism when
people cancomplain, such fech-
Trodogy will niot help,” Kandhar
added,

July 2024
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‘No protection for trees in Ggn’:
NGT seeks reply on PIL in 6 wks

indranil Das

Ipsita.Pati®gtimesofindia.com

Gurgaon: National Green Tribunal has admit-
ted a petition alleging indiscriminate tree-
felling in the city and sought within six weeks
replies from Haryana govt and the Centre, the
principal chief conservator of forest and the
divisional forest officer and deputy commis-
sioner of Gurgaon,

The plea filed by city-based activist Vaishali
Rana contends numerous trees have been cut
down in the city without authorisation and for
these “egregious violations™, the divisional forest
officer has been imposing paltry fines of Bs500.

Rana’s plea has also questioned the process
of granting permission for felling trees, term-
ing it arbitrary. She argued that while the teh-
sils of Gurgaon, Sohna and Pataudi are covered
under the Punjab Land Preservation Act
(PLPA), 1900, the tehsils of Manesar and Far-
rukhnagar, though in the same district, are not
covered by the law, exposing those areas to inci-
dentsof tree-felling.

The crder from NGT chairperson Justice Pra-
kash Shrivastava, judicial member Arun Kumar
Tyagi and expert member A Senthil Vel, passed
an July 4, states, "Upon hearing preliminary ar-
guments and perusing documents on record, we

£o =2 = ¥

VIOLATIONS RAMPANT

are of the considered view that the application
raizes substantial questions relating to the envi-
ronment and non-compliance of norms.”

The order was uploaded on July 10,

The plea pointed out that a govt order on
March 29, 2011 had removed from the scope of
seeking permissions, violating the National
Forest Policy, 1988, seven tree species - ailan-
thus, shahtoot, guava, bakain, bamboo, poplar
and eucalyptus - which has been contributing
todeteriorationof airquality inoneof themost
polluted cities of India.

Thenext hearing in the matter ison Sept 24.
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Important Articles Of The Month

you cannot have fun. From forest bathing,
| birdwatching, and tree hugging to skating and
ng —Delhi s hnbby clubs are givin usa llst o

covering Connaught Place,
Rashirapati Bhavan, the new
Parliament Building, Agrasen:
Ki-Baoli, and Bhobi Ghat. The
third one, also called "LAD By
Cyele’, discusses how art has
evolved in recent times and
people's connection to it “As
the rainy season has just set in,
we are getting fully booked for
the weekends, in contrast to the
last few summer months when
there were low registrations
due to the heat.” says Utkarsh
Rai, marketing and communi-
cations associate, DBC.

Tree talk

New Delhi Nature Society pres-
ident, Verhaen Khanna, 35, was
a commercial pilot who stopped
flving to take up nature conser-
vation full time. He is here to
cure “iree-blindness” (igno-
rance towards trees) with tree-
hugging, tree-climbing, and
tree-identification walks that
help people to learn the names
of different trees around them.
“We want to normalise tree
climbing and hugging in a con-
crete jungle like Delhi, When
we tree g, people can feql the
texture, tempera-
ture and energy
of different trees,
‘Wi have participants from the
age four to 94-—the older
generations feel espe-
cially nostalgic after e g =
toe lmbing s i '- Rl ey
reminds them of A i anicathiiecd i
their childhood
days of pluck-
ing fruits
from the
trees.” For
MONSGoOns,
they have
also planned

a treasure
humt in Lodhi
Garden and a
firefly nature
walk at sunset.
“We keep the lo-
l.‘nlil.'b'ﬂ a secret so
that people do not
take fireflies home!"”

I capture d'urmghurmt[hmg o
[#d by De Gopal Goel ToE,

* Foaegl Ea:hung_ed h-f Elupuka Sharma

Wit
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Here are some hot nature gossip tweets from our @NDN_HQ page in June.
Dive into these juicy stories by clicking the links and get ready to be wowed!

Follow our Twitter page for your daily dose of nature and conservation buzz!

Over 200k Trees To Be Fell in Hasdeo, 960k In Great Nlicobar.
Click to View

New Studies Finds That Tree Bark Removes Methane From The Atmosphere.
Click to View

All Tourist Vehicles Entering Sikkim Will Now Have To Mandatorily Carry A Large
Garbage Bag,
Click to View

Air Pollution Keeps on Increasing.

Click to View

Waste To Energy Plants To Process 1000 Tonne More Waste.
Click to View

Cutting Trees And Developing Miyawaki Forests.
Click to View

Humidity, Lack of Rains, Reason For Glut Of Flies In Delhi
Click to View

140 Crore In Unrecovered Green Penalties.

Click to View

CO Level 68 Times Higher Than Safe Limit.
Click to View



https://x.com/KHayhoe/status/1816143569973043647
https://x.com/KHayhoe/status/1816143569973043647
https://x.com/kalpana1947/status/1816736526006628376
https://x.com/the_hindu/status/1814924227872453052
https://x.com/the_hindu/status/1814924227872453052
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1813954405714280838
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1813954405714280838
https://x.com/DelhiTreesSOS/status/1814139870689857857
https://x.com/DelhiTreesSOS/status/1814139870689857857
https://x.com/IpsitaTOI/status/1807987450742001714
https://x.com/IpsitaTOI/status/1807987450742001714
https://x.com/IpsitaTOI/status/1812332418810212770
https://x.com/IpsitaTOI/status/1812332418810212770
https://x.com/jayashreenandi/status/1812689637028036700
https://x.com/jayashreenandi/status/1812689637028036700
https://x.com/BhavreenMK/status/1814837179593732180
https://x.com/BhavreenMK/status/1814837179593732180
https://twitter.com/NDNS_HQ
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Volunteer Or Intern At NDNS

Join NDNS in our mission to conserve nature

and make a positive impact on our planet! We
dedicated individuals to

are looking

L o)

volunteer or intern with Whether vyou're

passionate about saving trees, spreading

awareness through social media, editing JOIN OUR TEAM
impactful videos, organizing workshops, New Delhi Nature Society
contribute your skills in your free time as a is offering paid internships!
volunteer or commit to a two-month internship, _‘3('

there are many ways to get involved. Click the }:—:: Details ——

button if you're

Together, we can make a difference!

1] NACUTH LG

interested

in joining us <

4

Internship Form

L— 1

Volunteer Form

S

SSYHO LITMNE

DNIOIYHE HIHARNEN

40 3dISNI

Donate a book to the NDNS library

We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude
to all the amazing individuals who have donated
nature-related books towards the
#newdelhinaturesociety library. Your generosity
will help us in building a comprehensive library
that will be a valuable resource for nature
enthusiasts and students alike. If you too would
like to contribute to our library, we welcome book
donations and encourage you to get in touch with
us for more information. You can visit our website
at [www.ndns.in to learn more about our

organization and our various initiatives.

July 2024


https://www.instagram.com/p/Caz9ZwCPsLN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
http://www.ndns.in/
https://www.ndns.in/volunteer-form/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOhiLLyEFjen5EnI8OS8HRUrzLjzlgu8GiyNgoIoV-npQPPQ/viewform
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De-Choke Trees

The Hon'ble National Green Tribunal in
its order dated 23rd April 2013 has
directed all Public Authorities to ensure

that all the sign boards, names,
advertisements, any kind of boards or
signage's, electric wires and high tension
cables or otherwise are removed from
the trees.

They shall also ensure that the concrete
surrounding the trees within one meter
of the trees are removed and all the
trees are looked after well and due
precaution is taken in future so that no
concrete or construction or repairing
work is done at least within one meter

radius of the trunk of trees.

NAILS, WIRES (10,000 RS. FINE)

NGT ORDER FOR DE-CHOKING TREES
DELHI PRESERVATION OF TREES ACT

SIGN UP! ]

To receive regular updates

from NDNS.

SOS NUMBERS
(TREES AND ANIMALS)

« NDNS - 9711115666

« Wildlife Rescue - 9810129698,
9810639698

o People For Animals - O
23719293 / 9294.

« For Cows - Dhyan Foundation -
9999099423

ATREEIS BEING CUT?

-Click pictures

-Tell them to stop immediately

-Ask them to show the Forest
Department permission.

-No permission, then Call 100 and
wait till help arrives.

-Report the matter on the Green
Helpline 011-23378513

-Write a letter to the Forest
Department

-If they do have permission, then
take the supervisor's details who
must be present there and contact
the Forest Department .

July 2024

FOREST DEPT. EMAILS

CLICK HERE! ]

Access to previous
Newsletters


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y_jVQjUK_EGlZMCe0qFRybou71kgOiZc/view
http://www.compassionateliving.in/DelhiPreservationofTreesAct.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QBS1tELkSgwOouFq55z9AdRMJNVtjJ5O/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDe8o3CuWjhkVzdmzapXmdWOn6hzZLYD2qYtAdO-93ZJK5eg/viewform
https://www.ndns.in/newsletters/
https://www.ndns.in/newsletters/
https://forest.delhi.gov.in/forest/contact-us

