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Meme Of The Month

Honestly, guys!
I'm not a crow.

I just arrived from
Delhi!

well, tell me, Randy.
Has someone eaten all
the refrigerator
magnets again?

November 2024
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Bird Watching @ Okhla Bird Sanctuary;

Our recent birdwatching workshop at Okhla Bird Sanctuary was a truly enriching
experience. While the number of participants was small, the quality of engagement was
exceptionally high, which turned out to be a blessing for both us and the birds. A
smaller group meant less disturbance, allowing us to observe these beautiful creatures

up close in their natural habitat.

The weather was perfect—clear skies and warm sunlight set the stage for a delightful
day outdoors. As we strolled through the pathways, surrounded by tall grasses, tiny
birds would curiously peek out at us, the “outsiders” in their peaceful home. Far removed
from the noise of city roads, the only sounds we heard were the melodies of the birds, a
refreshing change from the chaos of urban life. The crisp, fresh air was another

welcome contrast to the pollution many of us endure daily without even realizing its toll.

The highlight of the day, of course, was spotting a wide variety of birds. White-throated
kingfishers and purple swamphens, painted storks, greylag geese, and green bee-eaters,
wagtails, hornbills, barbets, lapwings, and peacocks among many others. Each bird

offered a unique charm, filling us with a deeper appreciation for the natural world.

This workshop reminded us how disconnected urban life can make us from the beauty
and serenity of nature. Air pollution and other urban challenges often discourage
people from stepping out, but this is the best season to explore. With forests and
wetlands constantly under threat from urban expansion, it's crucial to visit and cherish

these places. Do we really need fast-food outlets in every patch of greenery?

The best way to protect these natural sanctuaries is by experiencing them firsthand.
When people connect with nature, they are more likely to advocate for their
preservation. So, step out of your comfort zone, join us on future adventures, and

rediscover the joy of being immersed in nature. Watch Here
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Our recent visit to Aravalli Biodiversity Park in Vasant Kunj was an unforgettable

experience. With a small group of participants, we enjoyed a deeply immersive journey,
guided by the park’'s dedicated scientists who graciously gave us access to restricted

areds.

A highlight was the ghost trees, whose unique texture and captivating story of survival
amazed us. The scientists shared their challenges in nurturing this rare species, making
their presence even more remarkable. We also visited the butterfly conservatory, where
an abundance of butterflies showcased the park’s conservation success.

The bat cave offered a fascinating contrast, with noticeably cooler, cleaner air—a
refreshing escape from urban pollution. Along the way, we learned about numerous
plant and bird species while hearing how the park transformed from barren land into a

thriving biodiversity hotspot through careful ecological restoration.

This visit left us inspired and grateful for the tireless efforts behind such a vital

sanctuary. It's a treasure worth cherishing and protecting.

Watch Video —‘
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Nature Walk @ Aravalli Gurugram

Our visit to Aravalli, Gurgaon, with a small group of participants was a thrilling

experience. The weather was pleasant, and the low pollution made it even more
enjoyable. Participants were excited to explore the diverse flora and fauna, with some
eager to venture off-track, navigating thorny bushes and adding an adventurous twist
to the outing.

The scenic views from the sunrise and sunset points were breathtaking, and stumbling
upon a snake skin in the forest added a touch of mystery. While we left with a few
scratches and seeds clinging to our clothes, the joy of reconnecting with nature made it

all worthwhile.

Encouraging more people to spend time in such natural settings can inspire stronger

advocacy for environmental conservation in the future. Watch Video —‘
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Air Pollution Workshop - Impressico Noida

We recently visited Impressico’'s Noida office, where we conducted a presentation and

workshop on improving air quality in the city. The team members were highly engaged,

asking insightful questions and exploring actionable solutions to combat air pollution.

After the presentation, participants scanned a QR code to take an interactive quiz on
air pollution via their phones. This sparked friendly competition as everyone compared

scores and deepened their understanding of the issue.

To further the cause, we distributed informative materials, including guides to Delhi’s
green zones, birds, and butterflies, encouraging participants to connect with nature and

advocate for cleaner air.
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Nature Walk - Tughlakabad Biodiveristy Park

Our visit to Tughlagabad Biodiversity Park with a small group of participants was a

delightful experience. We explored the park’s diverse habitats and spotted several
water and woodland birds, including grebes, sandpipers, citrine wagtails, red-wattled
lapwings, black-headed ibises, and Indian rollers. Each sighting added to the excitement
as we learned about the park's rich flora and fauna.

We also visited old plantation sites where saplings we planted during past monsoons
have grown significantly, a testament to the collective efforts to restore this green
space.

The walk ended with a cozy discussion at the main office over a cup of herbal tea
infused with lemongrass and tulsi grown within the forest. While the participants
thoroughly enjoyed the experience, many others stayed away due to air pollution. This
highlights the urgent need to tackle Delhi's air quality crisis so that more people can
connect with and appreciate nature.

Watch Here
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Flea Market (Without Fleas)

NDNS participated in a vibrant flea market near Khan Market in collaboration with

Stray Buddy, where various organizations showcased pet-related items. The weather
was perfect, drawing a large crowd of animal lovers who created a lively and fun
atmosphere filled with meaningful interactions among like-minded individuals.

At our stall, we shared important awareness materials about environmental
conservation and showcased our coffee table book, The Green Zones of Delhi, which
was available for purchase. It was a fantastic opportunity to connect with the

community, spread awareness, and celebrate our shared love for animals and nature.
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Participants of all ages gathered at Forest Spirit Learning (FSL) in the village of
Shikohpur, Gurgaon, for a one-of-a-kind creative experience. After a quick picnic
session, we rolled up our sleeves—literally—to turn an old scrap car, donated to FSL, into
a canvas for collaborative art.

The first task was to roll the car to its designated spot and give it a thorough cleaning.
Then came the fun part: deciding what to paint. Each side of the car became a unique
masterpiece—kids painted their favorite cartoon characters on one side, another side
transformed into a cosmic scene with planets and stars, the front showcased a scenic
landscape of flora and fauna, and the final side proudly displayed the title Forest
Spirit Learning alongside fiery flames in the corner.

It was an unforgettable experience—after all, how often do you get to paint a scrap
car? Now, the car remains parked at FSL, drawing visitors who love capturing photos
with it in the frame. The activity was capped off with refreshments and happy farewells,

leaving everyone inspired and thrilled.

Watch Video —‘
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The captive deer at Delhi's Deer Park are facing an alarming fate. Authorities have
proposed sending these innocent animals to Mukundra Tiger Reserve in Rajasthan,
where they would be used as prey for tigers. The deer, who have lived in enclosures
their entire lives, have never seen a predator and are unprepared for such a dangerous
environment. They are accustomed to receiving care and medical attention just like pets
—sending them to be killed is not an act of compassion. The real cause of this issue lies
with the DDA, which ignored guidelines from the Central Zoo Authority (CZA) for
years, allowing the over population of deer. The CZA had recommended separating
male and female deer, but the DDA failed to follow these guidelines, and now the
animals are being blamed for the mismanagement. While authorities plan to import
deer from Africa for Noida's new deer park, we've urged them to consider relocating
Delhi's deer instead. Delhi is much closer than Africa, and local deer deserve a chance
at a better life in the new park. Sadly, our requests have been ignored, and the clock is
ticking. DDA claims that keeping deer in Delhi would encourage hunting. There has
been no hunting in Deer Park, and in fact, hunting is more common in Rajasthan.
Creating suitable enclosures in Delhi’s biodiversity parks would be a more humane
solution, ensuring the deer remain healthy and safe in their natural environment. As per
CZA guidelines, transporting certain categories of deer, such as pregnant, lactating, or
injured animals, is prohibited—but this is being ignored. Medical checks are conducted
only after the deer have already been moved, risking lives of mothers and their young.
It's time for the people of Delhi to stand up for these innocent creatures. Schoolchildren
who visit the park are horrified to learn about the plan to send deer to their deaths,
and so should we all be. It is our constitutional duty to protect wildlife, and the idea of
using zoo animals as prey for tigers goes against the principle of compassion. We need
your voice to join the fight to save the deer of Deer Park. The more we speak out, the
stronger the call for compassion and better solutions will become. Together, we can
ensure that these deer live the lives they deserve, right here in Delhi.
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Air Pollution Workshop @
Soami Nagar Model School

Our team member, Tapasya Singh, recently conducted an engaging workshop on air
pollution for the students of Classes 6 and 7 at Soami Nagar Model School. The
workshop aimed to raise awareness about the causes and effects of air pollution and

empower young minds with solutions to help combat this pressing issue.

Tapasya led the session with a detailed presentation, covering key topics like the
negative impact of waste-to-energy plants, the importance of waste segregation, and
practical ways to reduce waste generation. The students learned how recycling and
reusing everyday items can significantly reduce the pollutants that contribute to air

pollution.

At the end of the workshop, the students took an oath to do their part in reducing air
pollution and protecting the environment, promising to adopt eco-friendly practices in
their daily lives. It was an inspiring session, and we're hopeful that these young
participants will spread the message and help make a positive impact on their

community and beyond.
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NDNS Colffee Table Book

CREENZONES OF DELHI

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING QUR MISSION TO'PROTECT THE PLANET

This beautifully illustrated book showcases the lush greenery and vibrant ecosystems
found in the heart of India's capital. Each page offers a glimpse into the diverse flora
and fauna that thrive in Delhi's green zones, from bustling parks to serene gardens. By
purchasing this coffee table book, you not only bring a piece of nature's beauty into
your home but also support the efforts of NDNS (New Delhi Nature Society) in their
mission to protect and conserve these precious natural habitats. Your contribution helps
promote environmental awareness and ensures that future generations can enjoy the
city's green treasures.

Buy Now —‘

Adoption Alert!

These Cuties have been
rescued and are now
looking for a happy home.
If you can provide them a
home please fill up the
form.

Adoption Form —‘
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NDNS Diary
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Important Articles Of The Month

AFTER REVIEW MEETING BY HOME MINISTER AMIT SHAH

Identify law & order flaws, check BS-IV
vehicles: Top cop’s directives to police

SAKSHICHAND
NEWDELHLNOVEMBER 25

TWO DAYS alter Union Home
Minister Amit Shal held a high-
level meeting on the law and or-
dersituation in the Capital, Delhi
Palice CommuissionerSanjay Amora
is learnt to haveissued key direc-
tives Monday — toidentify short-
comings regarding controlling
criminal actvities and deploy-
ment of police personnel to con-
trol air pollution in Delhi.

Amid mmpant crinunal activ-
ities, Arora, police sources said, ex-

pressed hisdispleasure regarding
the law and order situation in the
city. He asked all Deputy
Commissioners of Police (DCPs)
to take action against illegal activ-
ities, local criminals and prepare
an action-takenreport in 25 days.

“All district DCPs have been di-
rected to visit police stationsin
theirdistrict concerned and iden-
tify shortcomings,” anofficer said

Increasing incidents of firing
leading to extortion bids, police
losing grip on hardened criminals
and poor projection of police's
good work in the media — these
weresome ofthe key points high-

Court Directs CAQM To Take Action Against
Govt, Police And Transport Commissioner
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The Commissioner's key di-
rections alsoincluded the deploy-
ment of district police personnel
totake actionagainst BSIV diesel
vehicles in tandem with their
counterparts in the traffic depart-
ment “Ten prosecutionmachines
have been issued toall 15 district
police and they have been asked
tostart prosecuting B5-IV/( diesel)
vehides. Currently, only trafficpo-
lice are prosecuting these vehi-
cles,” a senior police officer said.
In addition, police control
room { PCR} vehicles have been
asked to work inclose coordina-

tion with traffic police and alert
them if any violations are wit-
nessed onthe mad.

“At the border areas, from
where most heavy vehicles and
trucks carmying construction ma-
terial enter, senior cfficers have
beenaskedtohold briefingsand
gvewritteninstructions,” theol-
ficer said.

Further, an officer said, Arora
also directed theinstallation of 10
pickets by all 15 district police in
areas under their jurisdiction for
prosecution and enforcement of
Commission for Air Quality
Management's guidelines.
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Delhi tops in deaths of kids aged
under 5 due to outdoor pollution

Kushagra.Dixit
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi saw the hig-
hest number of deaths of
children aged under five vears
due to outdoor air pollution in
2019, followed by Harvana and
Punjab, asserts a policy com-
munication by CAPHER In-
dia, which is a collaboration
between II'T Delhi and AIIMS.
The Nov 2023 analysis by
the Collaboration for Air Pol-
lution and Health Effect Rese-
arch, India (CAPHER), estab-
lishes that ambient air pollu-
tion affects children's health
and mortality. Yet to be put in
public domain, the report is
based on previous research
and estimate models related
to mortality due to ambient
airpollution and seeks the in-
tervention of policymakers.
“In 2019 alone, exposure to
PM2.5 from ambient (outdoor)
sources and use of solid fuel
forcooking was linked to more
than 16lakh deaths in India; of
this, more than 1.5 lakh deaths
were in children under 14 ve-
ars,” the analysis says. “Furt-
hermore, air pollution was es-
timated to be the third largest
risk factor for deaths in child-
ren among under five children
in India. Children suffer dis-
proportionately from the he-
alth impacts of air pollution,
and theadverse effectsthey ex-
perience during childhood
can result in impacts across

HOW BAD AIR IS CUTTING
DELHI'S FUTURE SHORT
> Air pollution was estimated ~ Percentage of total deaths in
to be the third largest risk e . i
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under five in India
: Delhi
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the first month of life T T T T 1
o 5 10 15 20
the entire life course.” rakhand, Rajasthan, Maha-

It added that since 2010,
Delhi, Punjab and Haryana
have seen the highest toll of
deaths of children under five
related to outdoor PM2.5 ex-
posures. Delhi topped with
nearly 20% of the total de-
aths, followed by Haryana
with just under 15%, Punjab
with around 10%, and Uttar
Pradesh with lessthan 10%.

“In India, air pollution is
thesecond leading risk factor
for deaths in children under
14 vears; in 2019, 16% of allde-
aths in children under 14 we-
relinked toair pollution,” the
reportsays,addingthatinthe
same period, states like Utta-

rashtra and West Bengal saw
arise in the percent of deaths
related to outdoor PM2.5,
while Goa, Sikkim and Hima-
chal Pradesh were among
those that saw a decline.

In states such as Rajast-
han, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, more than 10%
of the deaths of children un-
der five are linked to the use
of solid fuels for cooking in
homes, the report noted.

However, it also reported
that deaths caused by house-
hold air pollution dropped
drastically, with Delhi being at
the bottom of the list. “Less
than 5% of all deaths under five

are linked to household air pol-
lution (HAP) in Delhi, Haryana
and Punjab,” stated the report.

According to the experts
associated with the report,
while itis verydifficult to pin-
point if a certain death was
caused by environmental ex-
posure, heat, etc., the model
estimations were fair enough
to take firm action against
pollution. “These are all esti-
mates, created from various
studies. There are lots of con-
founders or factors that can
maodify the relation of expo-
sure to pollution and mortali-
tv." said Dr Hashal Salve, pro-
fessor at AIIMS. “Confoun-
ders include age and gender
and social factors like where
the person is staving, green
space, microenvironment, ro-
ad traffic exposure.”

Salve said existing illnes-
ses or something related to ex-
posure at community levels al-
so had to be considered. “Air
pollution cannot impact eve-
ryoneequally. Soweneed astu-
dy to follow participants for a
longer term but this will be re-
source-intensive,” hesaid.

He added that since “the
model estimates are fair eno-
ugh” to prompt action on the
matter at the policy level”, the
communication suggests some
actions such as incorporation
of air pollution in health poli-
cymaking, working on social
determinantsof healthsuchas
the costof cleanerfuel, etc.
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Toxic pollution sends nearly half
of Delhi families to the doctor

DELHI - Nearly half the families in

and around New Delhi have
sought medical help for respirato-
ry ailments connected to severe
pollution engulfing India’s capital,
according to a new survey.

About 81 per cent of respon-
dents to a questionnaire by poll-
ster LocalCircles reported that
one or more family members are
experiencing an illness connected
with exposure to toxic air.

Four out of 10 households saw a
doctor, and the most severe cases
went straight to a hospital.

Answering a separate question,
half of the participants said that in
the past three weeks, they have
bought medicines or devices in-
cluding cough syrup, inhalers and,

in some cases, antibiotics.

The survey results underscore
the risks that environmental deg-
radation poses for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's administration
as it seeks to expand the economy
in the world's most populous na-
tion.

Prolonged exposure to airborne
toxins, which the authorities have
historically failed to address, con-
tributes to an estimated one mil-
lion yearly deaths in the country.

“It is a public health concern and
we are going to escalate this sur-
vey to the government today,” Lo-
calCircles founder Sachin Taparia
said, adding that he will be ap-
proaching both national and local
authorities,

The Indian
capital Delhi
remains one of
the most polluted
cities on the
planet all year
round, but the
situation worsens
during the colder
months. PHOTO:
EPA-EFE

A spokesperson for the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare was
not immediately available for
comment.

The LocalCircles survey, which
reached about 11,000 respondents
for each of the two questions, pro-
vides a rare snapshot of the imme-
diate health impacts of the capi-
tal’s poor air quality.

Delhi remains one of the most
polluted cities on the planet all
year round, but the situation
worsens  during the colder
months. In 2024, pollution levels
in the capital fell into the “very
unhealthy” or “hazardous” cate-
gory for 25 days in October alone,
according to Swiss monitor IQAir.
BLOOMBERG



Page 17

The Times of Nature
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

November 2024

Important Articles Of The Month

Workers at plant tipped off about checks
by pollution boards, claims NYT report

P Continued from P1

TYT collected 150air and
\ soil samples from the
vicinity of the plant as
wiell a5 the dumping site from
2019 t0 2023, and found not just
hazardous metals but also 10
times the permissible
amounts of persistent orga-
nic pollutanis such as diox-
ins.Italsofound that a school-
yard and a park wero sitting
righton topof toxicash.

Among  the substances
found in the samples NYT got
tested in independent labs
was  cadmium, commonly
found in batteries, inamounts
19 times higher than the stan-
dard prescribed by the United
States” Environment Protec-
tion Apency. Prolonged expo-
sure to it can cause kidney,
lung and bone diseases.

The report alse alleged
that workersat the plant were
tipped off about checks by
pollution  boards, giving
them time to take corrective
measures. It guoted former
staff at the plant as saying
that they were “notified by
the pollution boards that they
were coming and started us-
ing the necessary measures
tomitigatecmissions™.

NYTsaidtoxicash wasbe-
ing dumped near residents,
flouting norms set by govt's
regulatory agencies, For in-
stanee, at Khadda Colony,
where theash is dumped, cad-
mium levels were nearly four
timesthe EPA threshold.

Rueries sent by TOT to the
Timarpur Okhla Waste Man-
agement Company Pvt Ltd, a
part of the Jindal Group
which operates the plant, did
not elicit a response.

An MCD official said, "It
will not be proper to comment
as the matter is sub judice in
the Supreme Court. Nonethe-
less, it is emphasised that all
statutory  clearances  have
been obtained to run the
plant, This matter was also
before the NGT, which gave a
nod for its operation. The
plant has adopted the best
practice in itsoperation.”

The ministry of environ-
ment, forests and climate
change, Delhi govt, Central
Pollution Control Board, Del-
hiPollution Control Commit-
tee, and Commission for Air
Quality Management in the
national capital region and
adjoining areas also did not
respond to TOY's queries.

TOI, over the past several
years, has been highlighting

2006

» Delhi govt proposes setting
up of a waste-to-energy
plant in Okhia

2009

> A resident of Sukhdev
Vihar files a petition in

Delhi HC, urging it to pass

on order against the plant
being commissioned near a
residential area; PIL claims
violation of Delhi Master Plan
2021 as it's a "green area’

»> HC warns the project

proponert that the plant is
being built at their own risk

2011

» Timarpur-Okhla Waste
Management Co Pyt Ltd

of Jindal Urban Infra Ltd

commissions the project,
says the aim is to reduce
carban emissions by

2.6 lakh tonnes annually

2012

» Plant becomes operational
in Jan, with a capacity of
16MW, processing 2,000
tonnes of waste daily

> Within a week, residents of
Sukhdev Vihar, Haji Colony,
Ishwar Nagar and Jamia
Nagar report accumulation
of fine dust on roads, cars,
clothes, ete

2013
» HC transfers case to NGT
» A high-level committee

Tehkhand

WASTE AND
THE CITY

_ Dfthis, 8,713
mietric tonnes are

processed dally

Over 7,300

tonnes go to
WTE plants in
Okhla, Narefa,
Ghazipur and

in NGT, led by CPCB, finds
untested and unapproved
Chinese incineration tech
being used in plant

2015

* CPCB and DPCC inspect
plant

2017

» NGT imposes fine of Rs 25
lakh on plant for failing to
meet standards

= But disposes of plea to
shut plant, on the condition
that it will be strictly
monitored

» Residents move Supreme
Court

ELECTRICITY BEING i
GENERATED BY THESE
PLANTS PER DAY... .,

ALiz §

Tehkhand Narela Okhla Ghazipur

TRASHING THE ENVIRONMENT?
A BLOW-BY-BLOW ACCOUNT

> Residents complain of
emission of high level of toxic
gases like dioxins and furans

2019

» Union environment
ministry takes note of norm
violations at the plant

2020

» CPCB and DPCC confirm
high levels of furans, dioxins
and PM2.5; imposes a fine

of Rs 5 lakh

= Union environment
minkstry approves expansion
of plant from 1684W to 23MW

2022
» DPCC calls for public

The remaining 3,200-3,500 tannes

go to two landfills—
Ghazipur and Bhalswa
Around 2,000 tonnes of waste
are burnt at Okhla WTE

HEALTH ISSI.IK

Cancer | Birth defects | Miscarriage | Allergies
| Asthma | Skin allergy | Pain and water in
eyes | Headache | Black phlegm | Coughing

hearing on expansion plans
for the plant

» An Expert Appraisal
Committee conducts
environment impact
assessment, refuses to allow
expansion to 40MW capacity
» Later in the year, EAC is
reconstituted: plant allowed
to expand

2023

» Residents challenge
expansion in Supreme Court
2024

» SC asks CPCB to check
if pollution control
measures are in place

the pollution erisis caunsed
dueto the plant and how {thas
falled to adhere to norms. In

Feb 2017, NGT imposed a fine
25 lakh on the plant for
failing to meet standards. In

of Rs 2

Aug 2021, three wastoe-to-ener-
gy plants in Okhla, Narela-Ba-
Wi

wana, and Ghazipur

fined Rs 51akh each by DPCC
for failing to meet prescribed
enwlronmental norms.
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Waste Plant Has Ruined Our Lives: Residents

Say Toxic Smoke, Fly Ash From WTE Plant Compromising Lungs, Causing Other Ailments; Experts Call For Stricter Complianoe
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Orgamse India into 15 zones to fight pollution: Study

NEW DELHI: Categorising India
imto 15 distinct geographical
01 oF "airsheds,” each with s
own dnbgue climate and pollu-
thon sources, can significantly
improve efforts o fight alr pollu-
tion particularly in sensitive
areas much as “Trans Gangetic
Mains” which has Delld at its
e, according to a study,
The study, published in the
Multidisciplinary Digint Pub-
Uishing Institute (MDPI)'S air
fournal, amlysed PM25 (partic-
ulnae matter having o dinmeter
of 2.5 microns or less) dam
between 1996 and 2022, and

centres on stubbbe burning in
Punjab and Haryara & source of
Delhi’s pollution. a broader
approach is essential for truly
Enchding the issue which books at
prabiem rom a mublscctor and
soctocconomic perspective. How

exeouive dingctor, research and
advocacy at the Centre for Sci-
ence and Emironment said den-
tifving nirsheds was casy. but
exveuling airshed-specific plans
s where NCR s il incking.
“We have seen It with NCRL

can Delhi mmdd fis environs work  whene Commission fior AlrQuad-
to address all major souroes that by Management has mandate to
contribule ta the problem: resd-  enfonce rules. Ban even thin, we
dential, industrial, ransportand e lack of cooperation betwedn

wiste combiastion sources? said
Sarath Guittkunda, the study's
author and founder-director of
air pollutien think 1ank Urban

stwtes and lEmited action. [t will
be difficuly o enforce this gomss
the country, unless we see the
will between states and local

Emissions Info, baodlbes to tnke action,” she sadd,
The peer-reviewed  study
“Diesignating Airsheds in Indin -~ The divisions

for Urban and Regional Alr
Cruality Management™ defined

The study grouped India’s 15 ir-
sheds into sy physical land

assessed the India Metcorologi-  airshods as arcas where pollu-  blocks: the Himalayan region
el Departiment’s (IMDYS)clima-  tion must be managed holist-  (twe airshads), the Indo-Gang-
tological airsheds and long-term.  cally, outting across state bound- i Pladns (four airsheds), the
EmiEAIONS inventony. aries, ths neoessiatlg sntespe-  Mlatenu reglon (four airsheds),

It identifies orban centres  eific oir pollution manogement  the Arid or Desen region (one

within each nirshed. generally
mjor cilies or state capitals,
where tangeted actions woukd be
required.

“Although atiention ofien

plans and improved mierstae
coordination. "1t will benefit
Dt arwd el entine country asm
while,” Gutikunda siid,
Anumit  Repchowdhary.

afrshed), the Coastal Plains
{heree jrsheds]), and the sknds
(ot nirshed), For insance, the

e Himalayas afrshed, con-
trod kn Dehradan, spans Ladakh,

Himachal Pradesh, and Jammu
and Kashmir, while the East
Himaolayas airshed. centred in
Guwahatl, covers northeast
Irdin.

Localised solutions
readed

Discussing Delhl-NCR being
clazsilied as o priority, Guitik-
unda saik “The Indp-Gangetic
Plaln bears a heavy pollution
burden, and even clties like
Delhlcan beneflt from a
regional sirategy, For NCR this
would Involve collaborntion
among ULBs, state bodies, and
minkstries ol deségrated airshed
bevand clty boundarfes 1o
address shared alr guality cone
cems ensuring coordinaned
action improves outoomes.”
The study also highlighsed
skmificant pallution increases in
other areas; Guitikumnds sald
whike the focus remalns on Ded-
hi-MCR, most cities in the coun-
tey are md mecting the ambient
air quality standards. inchuling
coastal cltios, such as Mumbad,

Airsheds for pollution fight




Page 19

The Times of Nature
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

November 2024

Important Articles Of The Month

Trees deconcretised at 24,000
locations across city, says MCD

Vibha.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhihasestablished
joint teams across all 12 zones
to count trees and remove con-
crete around them, with plans
to finish the de-concretisation
process within two months.
Officials say that out of
41,000 trees identified by
MCD's horticulture depart-
ment along roadsides under
their jurisdiction, the engi-
neering departiment has com-
pleted de-concretisation at
roughly 24,000 locations.
"Teams from the horticul-
ture department have counted
41,870 trees on roadsides, with
the maximum in the central

zone (78,381), followed by Kesh-
avpuram (64,383), south zone
(63,686), Rohini (55,866), Nare-
la (33,522), Shahdara south
(81,145), Shahdara north
(30,589) and Karol Bagh
(25,122). Among the zones
where the minimum number
of trees were counted on road-
sides were Najafgarh zone
(1,857) and civil line zone
(3,641)," the civic body said.
The engineering depart-
ment is actively working to vis-
it these locations and remove
concrete to ensure proper tree
growth. An official confirmed
that most de-concretisation
work had been completed in
south, central and nearby
zones, with other areas to fol-
low. the court continues toover-

see this matter, with the next
hearing scheduled for Jan 2025.

In Sept, HC issued con-
tempt notices to MCD and
PWD after discovering trees
without adeqguate breathing
space. The court criticised
MCD and Delhi's forest depart-
ment regarding a 60-year-old
peepal tree, noting minimal
progress in de-concretisation
despite orders issued over two-
and-a-half years ago.

In Aug, Delhi forest depart-
ment penalised MCD officials
for tree concretisation in Niza-
muddin East and Jangpura ar-
eas. Theirreporttothe Nation-
al Green Tribunal identified
eight trees with concrete ex-
tending less than one metre
from their trunks..

SC to hear RWA plea against tree-felling for overbridge

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: With Delhi losing
onanaveragefive treesper ho-
urand thecity facing life thre-
atening pollution levels, city
residents seem to have woken
up to the importance of trees
in their life and one resident
association of a colony on

Thursday approached Supre-

me Court against cutting of
trees for the constructionof a

foot-over-bridge.

The Resident Association
of Inderpuri in central Delhi
filed the petition torestrainra-
ilways for constructing a foot-
over bridgeat Railway Halt ne-
ar the colony as 1520 trees wo-
uld have to be cut for the pro-
Jject. The petition was mentio-
ned before a benchof Justices
Abhay 8§ Oka and Augustine
George Masih agreed to hear
its plea and listed it for Friday

"It i= of paramount impor-

tance to note that the protec-
tion and preservation of exis-
ting trees has a direct and pro-
portional effect on the protec-
tionof theenvironment in the
National Capital. The inac-
tionof the authorities concer-
ned to protect the existing tre-
es has a direct and proportio-
nal effect on the health and
well-being of the applicant
and the general public inclu-
ding the violation of their
righttoaclean and healthy en-

vironment, which is implicit
in their fundamental right to
life guaranteed under Article
21 of the Constitution,” the pe-
tition, filed through advocate
Manan Verma, said.

The petition said that the
Mational Forest Policy man-
dates that 1/3rd of the total
land avea of the country sho-
uld be under forest or tree co-
ver: "However, it is pertinent to
note that till date, Delhi has
not met the standards prescri-

bed under the said policy. As
per the India State of Forest
Report 2021 the Forest Cover
in Delhi is13.15% and Tree Co-
veris9.91%, therefore the total
green cover is approximately
3% asopposed to33% manda-
ted by the said policy,™ it said.
The top court is also ex-
amining a plea for complete
ban on felling of any trees in
the city without courts per-
mission, which at present is
applicable to forest trees,
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To open or not to open: Flyover stuck
after HC denies approval to cut trees

*aras Singh
(treprrters @hindusta ntimes com

{EW DELHI: With the Delhi high
ourt reprimanding the forest
lepartment for seeking permis-
ion to transplant a neem and a
amun tree located in the car-
fageway of the Anand Vihar ly-
wer last week, the Public Works
Jepartment (PWD) now finds
tself in-a quandary about open-
ng the flvover with trees intact.

Traffic movement on the two
arriageways is permitted for
hort periods to alleviate the
raffic pressure on surface level,
wwever, the flyover has not
wen opened formally.

A senior PWD official said
hat the department now plans
o open the flyover with trees
ntact and “higher ups”™ will now
ake acall regarding the inaugu-
ation date.

“The efficacy of the traffic
novement with barricades has
ween tested in trial runs and it
vould be more benefidal to gen-
'ral public to open the facility

One of the trees on the flyoveron Monday.

rather than waiting for permis-
sion tocut trees,” an official said.
PWD will add reflective markers,
spring board and rumble strips
around the trees for the Oyover
to be opened for traffie during
the night

On Monday afternoon, one of
the carriagewavs of the flvover

ARVIND FADAVIHT PHOTD

was closed and the other one
with the trees was opened for
traffic movement

“The high court has straighta-
way denied the permission
regarding relocation of these
trees. There is not other work
pending. We have barricaded the
space around the tree and traffic

police sometimes allows the
vehicular movemnent based on
local needs,” said a PWD official
associated with the project.

The Delhi high court on
Wednesday had reprimanded
the city’s forest department for
speking permission to transplant
trees for infrastructure projects.
The bench expressed its disap-
proval when the forest depart-
ment sought permission to
transplant three trees located in
adeemed forest for constructing
a flyover. The court even rejected
the Deputy Conservator of For-
ests’ (DCF) request to withdraw
the application and directed the
department to file an affidavit
clarifying whether the deemed
forest status had been consid-
ered before filing the plea.

There are two trees—a larger
neem (Azadirachta indica) tree
and a smaller jamun tree {(Syzye-
ium cumini) - on the carriage-
way going from Anand Vihar to
the Apsara border. A third tree
in the area is not directly located
on the flvover carriageway.

SCirked by lack of

tree census in Delhi

Abraham Thomas
lettersi@ hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Friday pulled up the Delhi
Tree Authority (DTA) for failing
Lo carry out a tree census in the
Capital as required under the
Delhi Tree Preservation Act
(DTPA). The court added that it
will order the constitution of an

expert body to vet every proposal
for tree felling in the city, cbserv-
ing that DTA lacks the expertise
todo this job,

A bench headed by justice
Abhay S Oka was consideringan
application filed by a Delhi resi-
dent, Bhavreen Kandhari, which
raised questions over the per-
formance of DTA — a statutory
body under DTPA that has
allowed more than 60,000 trees
to be felled between 2015 and
2021

The court had issued notice
on the application on November
& as the data presented by Kan-
dhari suggested that Delhi was
losing five trees every hour.

On Friday. the bench, also
comprising justice Augustine
Gearge Masih, took up DTA's
response and said, “We want to
know how DTA is functioning.

COURT QUESTIONS
HOW PERMISSION
FOR FELLING CAN
BE GIVENINTHE
ABSENCEOF A
COUNT OR RECORD
OF THENUMBER

Has it carried out any census of
trees?” The court cited Section 7
of DTPA, 1994 (or is it 1995),
which says “carrying out census
of the existing trees” and “pres-
ervation of all trees” in Delhi is
one of the functions of DTA.
“We intend to pass an order
that no permission for tree cut-
ting shall be passed unless it is
vetted by this expert body.
Unless there is a record of the
number of trees, nothing can be
done. Has this been undertaken?
It was the duty of DTA to do this
under the Act,” the court said.
The bench asked senior advo-
cate Guru Krishnakumar, who
was assisting the court as ami-
cus, to indicate whether there
should be a threshold, such as
cutting of 100 or more trees,
when an issue can be sent for
consideration to the expert body.

“Considering the diminishing
green cover, weare considering
whether a body of experts
should consider every permis-
sion for felling of trees. We will
pass orders that no permission
for tree felling shall be passed
unless vetted by this body. Some
threshold can be fixed and DTA
will have tocomply with the rec-
ommendation made by the
cxpert body,” the court said.

Justice Oka, who has previ-
ously served as chief justice of
the Karnataka high court, said
that Karnataka has an cxpert
body which considers each tree
felling proposal. The bench said
that the expert body would con-
sider the number of trees that
need to be cutand the variety of
trees to be planted under com-
pensatory afforestation, and
added, “"We do not think DTA has
this kind of an expertise.”

Additional solicitor general
(ASG) Aishwarya Bhati appear-
ing for DTA, said details have
been provided in its affidavit
filed late Thursday evening.

The bench posted the matter
for consideration on November
29 as details in the affidavit
about what DTA has done were
not made available to it

November 2024
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Forest dept asks to cut

Shruti Kakkar
htreperters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELH!: The Delhi high court
on Wednesday delivered a sec-
ond sharp rebuke in as many
days to the city's forest depart-
ment for seeking permission to
transplant trees for infrastruc-
ture projects, ata time when the
national capital struggles with
hazardous air pollution levels.

Justice Jasmeet Singh, who on
Tuesday chastised the depart-
ment for seeking permission to
transplant trees for a building
within the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) premises,
once again expressed outrage —
this time over a plea to cut trees
in a deemed forest for a Ayover
construction.

On Tuesday, justice Singh had
termed the plea tone-deafin the
current air quality crisis, and
even questioned CPCB's effec-
tiveness, calling it a “defunct
organisation”.

The court on Wednesday was
responding to by a request by the
forest department to transplant
three trees located in a deemed
forest to facilitate constructing a
flyover. “How can you file an
application for cutting trees ina
deemed forest? Why has this
application been moved in the
first place?” justice Singh asked

{ LANCET STUDY }

the department’s counsel.

The court’s ire intensified
after petitioner’s counsel Aditya
N Prasad pointed out that the
area where the trees are located
is part of a deemed forest. The
bench rejected a request from
the deputy conservator of forests
(DCF) to withdraw the applica-
tion and ordered the department
to file an affidavit clarifving
whether the deemed forest sta-
tus was considered before filing
the plea,

“Leta clarification be filed on
affidavit indicating whether this

“How can you file an applicﬂtim‘;for
cutting trées in a deemed forest?
Why has this application been moved
in the first place?”
— DELHI HIGH COU

aspect was considered before fil-
ing the present application,” the
courtordered,

The DCF had sought permis-
sion to transplant three trees to
facilitate constructing a [lyover
on PWD's Road No. 56 between
Anand Vihar and Apsara Border.
The request was made in the
backdrop of a contempt plea
filed by climate activist Bhavreen
Kandhari, who alleged that tree
officers had failed to comply
with an April 2022 high court
directive requiring them to issue
detailed, reasoned orders for

trees, faces HC ire again

tree-related decisions.

In September 2023, the high
court prohibited tree officers
from granting permission to fell
trees for residential construction
in Delhi.

On Tuesday, the same bench
reprimanded the forest depart-
ment and CPCB for seeking
approval to transplant trees for a
new building on the CPCE prem-
ises. Justice Singh expressed
frustration at the timing of the
application, stating: "CPCB has
become adefunct organisation.
They should shut down if they
lack the will to act.”

The court's remarks reflect
mounting frustration over what
it perceives as lax environmental
accountability, especially during
a time when air quality remains
perilously low. It underscored
the need for stronger environ-
mental accountability, particu-
larly duringa period of extreme
pollution, and expressed dismay
at inability by authorities to pri-
oritise ecological preservation
over infrastructure.

READ: 'Defunct’
bodies: Delhi HC
slams tree relocation plea

2.5mn Indians died from rising air pollution

!!_h;rthm__a_ Kaul

lettess Shindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: At least 2.5 million
people in India have died on
account of health issues arising
from air pollution caused by
socalled landscape fires (such as
those caused by the burning of
farm stubble) between 2000 and
2019, according to a study pub-
lished by Lancet on Wednesday.

The study added that the
world saw at least 30 million
deaths in the same period aitrib-
utable to health issues arising
from landscape fires, with at
least 90% of these deaths oceur-
ring in low-and middle-income
countries, with the highest bur-
dens in China, India, the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo,
Indonesia, and Nigeria. China,

acvording tothe study, saw a lit-
tie over 281 million deaths.

Landscape fires are fires thag
occur in natural and culiural
landscapes, including both wild-
fires and human-planned fires.
Bevween October and December,
India's northern plains are
choked by air poliution arising
from cooler temperatures {a
phenomenon called inversion),
vehicular emissions, and, also,
the burning of farm stubble,
especially in Punjab.

While these fires can resultin
direct fatalities, the majority of
deaths associated with them
stem from the air poliution they
gencrate, which contributes to
long-term health issues such as
cardiovascular and respiratory
diseases, For instonce, accord-
ing to the study, there were 221
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direct deaths reported globally
in 2018. However, the health
risks from landscape fires are
much greater, as landscape fire-
sourced (LFS) air pollution (par-
ticularly fine particulate matter
with a dizmeter of 2:5 pm or less
[PM2-5] and ozone [03]) often

wravels hundreds and even thouw-
sands of kilometres away from
the source and affects much
larger populations than the
flames and heat do, according to
the authors.

The authors claimed the
study is the largest and most
comprehensive assessment to
date of the health risks associ-
ated with air pollution from
landscape fires.

It found an increasing num-
ber of global cardiovascular
deaths associated with pollution
from landscape fires with
approximately 450,000 deaths
per year attributed to cardiovas-
cular disease, and 220,000
deaths attributable to respira-
tory disease.

The tetal number of deaths
attributable to air pollution from

landscape fires in India rose
from 117781 a year In the decade
between 2000 and 2009 w
137.711 a year in the decade
between 2010 and 2019, accord -
ing to the study.

‘The researchers said they cal-
culated country-specific popula-
thon-weighted average daily and
annual fine particulate matter
{PM2:5) and surface ozone (03)
arising from landscape dires
duting 2000-19 froma validated
dataset.

Annual moertality, population,
and socio-demographic data for
each country or terrilory were
extracted from the Global Bur-
den of Discases Study 2015,
These data were used 1o estimate
couniry-specific annual deaths
attributable o LFS air poliution
using standard algorithms.
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Media Coverage

Cloud Seeding Not Feasible: Pollution Control
Board Amid Delhi's Smog Crisis

The CPCB shared its observations on a cloud seeding proposal by lIT Kanpur, which aims to combat
Delhi's severe air pollution crisis through artificial rainfall.

India News | Press Trust of india | Updated: Novemnbaer 22, 2024 10:48 pm IST

Delhi

Artificial rain 'not feasible' option to

combat Delhi air pollution crisis, says
CPCB

According to the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), cloud seeding for artificial
rain faces significant challenges due to insufficient moisture in the air and the
dependency on pre-existing clouds influenced by Western Disturbances.


https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/delhi-air-pollution-cloud-seeding-not-feasible-pollution-control-board-amid-delhis-smog-crisis-7082323
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/delhi-air-pollution-cloud-seeding-not-feasible-pollution-control-board-amid-delhis-smog-crisis-7082323
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Here are some hot nature gossip tweets from our @NDN_HQ page in June.
Dive into these juicy stories by clicking the links and get ready to be wowed!

Follow our Twitter page for your daily dose of nature and conservation buzz!

Destroying a forest isn’t temporary.

Click to View

GRAP 4: Ban construction and demolition.
Click to View

#DelhiAirPollution
Click to View

Who would you rather listen to, scientists or politicians?

Click to View

Delhi chokes on stubble smoke and urban pollutants as the AQI reaches 800-1300 level.
Click to View

Most children CANNOT avoid toxic air.
Click to View

Delhiites are effectively smoking the equivalent of 49.02 cigarettes daily
Click to View

1959 :: Blue Sky and Clean Air to Breathe In Delhi
Click to View

How many people report tree felling on the green helpline?

Click to View



https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1859166263865446504
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1859166263865446504
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1860154704094986506
https://x.com/KabirTaneja/status/1858780108351283203
https://x.com/KabirTaneja/status/1858780108351283203
https://x.com/indiametsky/status/1858448434552033530
https://x.com/indiametsky/status/1858448434552033530
https://x.com/deespeak/status/1858512267018670308
https://x.com/deespeak/status/1858512267018670308
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1858364087459066210
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1858364087459066210
https://x.com/IndiaHistorypic/status/1858195096715341925
https://x.com/IndiaHistorypic/status/1858195096715341925
https://x.com/bsindia/status/1858474879642943942
https://x.com/bsindia/status/1858474879642943942
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1859076679320129914
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1859076679320129914
https://x.com/hashtag/DelhiAirPollution?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/NDNS_HQ
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Volunteer Or Intern At NDNS

Join NDNS in our mission to conserve nature

and make a positive impact on our planet! We
dedicated individuals to

are looking

L o)

volunteer or intern with Whether vyou're

passionate about saving trees, spreading

awareness through social media, editing JOIN OUR TEAM
impactful videos, organizing workshops, New Delhi Nature Society
contribute your skills in your free time as a is offering paid internships!
volunteer or commit to a two-month internship, _‘3('

there are many ways to get involved. Click the }:—:: Details ——

button if you're

Together, we can make a difference!

1] NACUTH LG

interested

in joining us <

4

Internship Form

L— 1

Volunteer Form

S

SSYHO LITMNE

DNIOIYHE HIHARNEN

40 3dISNI

Donate a book to the NDNS library

We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude
to all the amazing individuals who have donated
nature-related books towards the
#newdelhinaturesociety library. Your generosity
will help us in building a comprehensive library
that will be a valuable resource for nature
enthusiasts and students alike. If you too would
like to contribute to our library, we welcome book
donations and encourage you to get in touch with
us for more information. You can visit our website
at [www.ndns.in to learn more about our

organization and our various initiatives.


https://www.instagram.com/p/Caz9ZwCPsLN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
http://www.ndns.in/
https://www.ndns.in/volunteer-form/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOhiLLyEFjen5EnI8OS8HRUrzLjzlgu8GiyNgoIoV-npQPPQ/viewform
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De-Choke Trees

The Hon'ble National Green Tribunal in
its order dated 23rd April 2013 has
directed all Public Authorities to ensure

that all the sign boards, names,
advertisements, any kind of boards or
signage's, electric wires and high tension
cables or otherwise are removed from
the trees.

They shall also ensure that the concrete
surrounding the trees within one meter
of the trees are removed and all the
trees are looked after well and due
precaution is taken in future so that no
concrete or construction or repairing
work is done at least within one meter

radius of the trunk of trees.

NAILS, WIRES (10,000 RS. FINE)

NGT ORDER FOR DE-CHOKING TREES
DELHI PRESERVATION OF TREES ACT

SIGN UP! ]

To receive regular updates

from NDNS.

November 2024

SOS NUMBERS
(TREES AND ANIMALS)

« NDNS - 9711115666

« Wildlife Rescue - 9810129698,
9810639698

o People For Animals - O
23719293 / 9294.

« For Cows - Dhyan Foundation -
9999099423

ATREEIS BEING CUT?

-Click pictures

-Tell them to stop immediately

-Ask them to show the Forest
Department permission.

-No permission, then Call 100 and
wait till help arrives.

-Report the matter on the Green
Helpline 011-23378513

-Write a letter to the Forest
Department

-If they do have permission, then
take the supervisor's details who
must be present there and contact
the Forest Department .

FOREST DEPT. EMAILS —‘

CLICK HERE! ]

Access to previous
Newsletters


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y_jVQjUK_EGlZMCe0qFRybou71kgOiZc/view
http://www.compassionateliving.in/DelhiPreservationofTreesAct.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QBS1tELkSgwOouFq55z9AdRMJNVtjJ5O/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDe8o3CuWjhkVzdmzapXmdWOn6hzZLYD2qYtAdO-93ZJK5eg/viewform
https://www.ndns.in/newsletters/
https://www.ndns.in/newsletters/
https://forest.delhi.gov.in/forest/contact-us

