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Nature Beyond Sight

Campaign for Differently Abled & New Delhi Nature Society organised a nature walk

for visually impaired students, they experienced nature through other senses like -
Smell, Touch, Taste and Sound.

The moment they were asked which bird just passed by, a prompt response came,
"crow". In the herbal garden, the students could easily identify, Aloe Vera, Tulsi and
Ajwain plants through smell, feel and taste.

The tombs inside Lodhi Garden intrigued them as much as the massive peepal and

pilkhan trees. The nature walk made them feel a sense of freedom.

Watch Here
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Parade of Planets

The "Parade of Planets" event was successfully held at Forest Spirit Learning in

Shikohpur Village, Gurgaon. The event drew in a diverse crowd of children and adults,

all united by their curiosity about the celestial world.

Participants were treated to a unique opportunity to gaze at the planets through
telescopes, guided by expert educators who were on hand to provide insights and
answer questions. The event made for an enriching and memorable experience for all
who attended.

The stargazing experience was made even more special with clear sightings of Jupiter,
Mars, Venus, and the moon. Meanwhile, the evening's refreshments added a cozy touch,
with participants savoring pakodas and warming up with soothing cups of lemon grass
tea.

Watch Here
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We had a event at Gurgaon where we visited People for Animals (PFA) to spend time

with the rescued animals and contribute to their well-being. The experience was
heartwarming as we got to interact with various animals, including dogs, cats, camels,
buffaloes, sheep, pigs and cows, who had been rescued and were receiving care at the
shelter. It was touching to see the dedication of the staff and volunteers who work
tirelessly to provide these animals with a safe and nurturing environment. Playing with
the animals and witnessing their joy reinforced the importance of kindness and
compassion toward all living beings.

As part of our visit, we also organized a donation drive, collecting rice to support the
shelter’s food requirements. This initiative aimed to contribute to the nutrition and care
of the animals, ensuring they receive proper meals. The shelter staff appreciated our
efforts, and it was fulfilling to know that our small contribution could make a difference
in their daily operations. The visit not only deepened our love for animals but also
strengthened our resolve to support such noble causes in the future.

Watch Here

—
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Insect Hotel Building & Harvesting

A 4 W.

We had a wonderful event at Forest Spirit Learning in Shikohpur, Gurgaon, where
participants engaged in activities centered around building an insect hotel and
experiencing the joy of harvesting. The event brought together children and adults of
all ages, fostering a deep connection with nature. Participants learned about the
importance of insects in the ecosystem and how an insect hotel provides them with a
safe habitat. Through hands-on activities, everyone had the opportunity to construct
small shelters using natural materials, making the experience both educational and
enjoyable.

The harvesting activity was equally engaging, allowing participants to connect with the
land and understand the effort behind growing food. Guided by experts, they learned
about different crops, sustainable farming practices, and the significance of harvesting
at the right time. The event created a sense of appreciation for nature’s cycles and
encouraged sustainable living. Seeing children and adults work together, share

knowledge, and enjoy the process made the day truly memorable.

Watch Here
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Tree Felling Banned, Continues Rampantly;
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Spreading Awareness About the Green Helpline

Save trees A
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Read caption for mars details!!
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Embrace Nature by Climbing Trees
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While exploring the beautiful places in Bangalore, Mrs. Sahiba Kaur, a team member
of New Delhi Nature Society (NDNS), stumbled upon a hidden gem - an old issue of
Bhoomi magazine from 2016. As she flipped through its pages, an article caught her
eye: "Embrace Nature by Climbing Trees". The article showcased Verhaen's innovative
approach to connecting people with nature through tree climbing. By teaching
individuals how to safely ascend and appreciate trees, Verhaen aimed to inspire a
sense of wonder and responsibility towards the environment. Sahiba's chance
discovery has reignited interest in Verhaen's pioneering work, reminding us of the

power of nature-based initiatives to drive positive change.
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Nature Camp at kamla Nehru Ridge

We organized a Nature Walk at Kamla Nehru Ridge, North Delhi, with students from

Pratham NGO. The walk allowed participants to explore native trees and observe

different bird species in their natural habitat. Guided by educators, the children learned
about the rich biodiversity of the area while immersing themselves in the beauty of

nature.

The six-hour event was filled with engaging activities like nature art, storytelling, and
interactive nature games, making the experience both fun and educational. The hands-
on approach helped the children connect with the environment in a meaningful way,
fostering curiosity and appreciation for nature. It was a joyful and enriching day for

everyone involved.

Watch Here
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Choose Wisely;

COMPARING PARTY MANIFESTOS
ON
KEY ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

i No structured air Delhi Clean Air Focuses on
Air Pollution pollution plan Mission to reduce curbing waste
Control mentioned. Past AQI by 50% by burning and
reliance on odd- 2030. Plans for construction dust
even schemes and road-sweeping but lacks a clear
smog towers, but machines, water roadmap for
these are missing sprinklers, dust overall AQI
from the control, and air improvement.
manifesto. purifiers{(WAYLU).

® 1S [ e <

Mo mention of EVs

Electric

50% transition to

Mo major EV policy

Yamuna & Promises acleaner  Yamuna Kosh Fund Criticizes past
in the manifesto. EVs/hybrids. Plans outlined. 3 Yamuna but lacks for full wastewater failures (F8500
Vehicles & Fostisesonpublic' | publiCEV.cherging Water specifics on treatment before  crore spent but no
Clean transport stations to Pollution sewage treatment entering the river. results). Plans
expansion. promote grean expansion. Plans for removal of
Mﬂbi“ty transportation. biodiversity encroachments,
restoration with sewage treatment
green corridors, expansion, and
tlands, and plation of
buffer zones. interceptar sewer
projects.

Mo specific

Plans to eliminate

: Promotes waste Green Cover No major promises Plans to revive Plans to develop
Mmagama it mantion of landfill lam:lf_Il_I mountains segregation & on increasing lakes and ridges. parks under the
reduction or waste {Ghazipur, Okhla, treatment & graen cover, create urban 2041 Master Plan
& Landfills treatment in the Bhalswa) by expansion. Plans Siodiversity forests, vertical and store
manifesto. increasing Green Police gardens, and new rainwater for
garbage treatment Station to handle parks, summer use.
capacity. wasta complaints.
Introduces
segregated waste
collection and new
waste-to-energy
plants.

Read More
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NDNS Colffee Table Book

CREENZONES OF DELHI

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING QUR MISSION TO'PROTECT THE PLANET

This beautifully illustrated book showcases the lush greenery and vibrant ecosystems
found in the heart of India's capital. Each page offers a glimpse into the diverse flora
and fauna that thrive in Delhi's green zones, from bustling parks to serene gardens. By
purchasing this coffee table book, you not only bring a piece of nature's beauty into
your home but also support the efforts of NDNS (New Delhi Nature Society) in their
mission to protect and conserve these precious natural habitats. Your contribution helps
promote environmental awareness and ensures that future generations can enjoy the
city's green treasures.

Buy Now —‘

Adoption Alert!

These Cuties have been
rescued and are now
looking for a happy home.
If you can provide them a
home please fill up the
form.

Adoption Form —‘



https://forms.gle/rPZvgz4xzcUtYaTi7
https://forms.gle/rPZvgz4xzcUtYaTi7
https://www.ndns.in/product/greenzones-of-delhi-coffee-table-book/
https://www.ndns.in/product/greenzones-of-delhi-coffee-table-book/
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NDNS Diary
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{ ANNOUNCED IN LAST BUDGET }

Transit-oriented dev still on paper

Soumya Chatterjee
hlumr!:f_mhmdmtmlmgmm

NEW DELHI: Announced in the
Jast Budger, the central govern-
ment is yet to implement its
transit-oriented development
(TOD) framework in 14 cities
having a population of 3 million
even as urban planning experts
advocate that TOD could poten-
tially resolve the twin problems
of pollution and congestion by
making urbanisation compact.

TOD works by integrating
land-use planning and transport
planning by allowing high-rises,
mixed-use (residences, commer-
cial complexes, office spaces)
neighbourhoods with active
frontages centered around pub-
lic transport nodes, thereby
encouraging public transport
usage, walking or cycling. The
concept isalso cient
as it not only makes commuting
for daily necessities easier but
also reduces the per capita cost
of civic amenities, including
witer and sanitation.

The relaxed FAR {lloor arca
ratio) norms are allowed within
the influence zone of 800 metres
to 1km around busy bus and
metro stations. Its thorough
implementation allows for
envisaging the concept of
15-minute cities such as pushed
by the Parisian city authority.

Incidentally, the Centre has
mentioned the concept at least
five times in its Budget since
2019 according to Ruwl Joshi.an
urban planning expert.

Joshi said the reason why
TOD i making slow progress in
India is due to disharmony in
policy. “There s no defined legal
mandates or statutorv provi-

‘The India Infrastructure Report 2023 noted that some projects taken up under the Smart Cities
Mission were not adequate to house people, A TODsection in Kochi (above), Kerala,

sions to make TOD plans..”
Thirdly, he said the same high
FAR norms are allowed in
peripheral areas which attract
the attention of private develop-
ers due to lower costof Tand and
indirectly rake capital away from
core-city projects where land is
scarce and priced a1a premium,

Another expert working with
the Union minisiry of housing
and urban affairs {(MoHUA),
who asked mot to be named, said
that "a lack of political will™ was
the primary reason for the Cen-
tre's reluctance to push TOD as
urban planning is a state subject.

Slow pace of work

In Incia, so far, onlya handful of
states of Harvana, Unar Pradesh,
Madhva Pradesh. and Maha-

rashira have notified a state-
level policy for TOD and identi-
fied at least one corridor along a
Metro line for its implementa-
tion, But there has been an
absence of any tangible help
from MoHUA, said the expert
cited above.

However, the Centre has given
incentives to some states for
notifying a TOD policy, and for
identifying a corridor for adopt-
ing urban policy reforms, under
the broad scheme of special
assistance to states for caplial
investment and also as a sub-
scheme of the Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation and Urban Trans-
formation (AMRLIT).

The MoHUA's independent
think tank, National Institute of
Urban Affairs (INIUA). is also

SHUTTERSTOOK

piloding TOD implementation in
Pune as part of its UrbanShift
project in collaboration with the
United Mations Environment
Programme (UNEP).

Besides, following the 2024-25
Budget, the ministey had formed
anew TOD cell comprising min-
istry officials and independent
experts. But an official in the
know safd nothing substantve
has come up as they are also
waiting for the cities to be
named. “Instead, the cell has
been asked to review the existing
national TOD policy, 2017,” the
official quoted above said,
recuesting anomymity,

Some green shoots
While experts said there are no
recent examuples of good imole-

mentation of TOD in metro cit-
ies. Ahmedabad is a bright spot.

An official associated with
MoHUA said, "In Ahmedabad's
Sabarmat, there is 2 multimaodal
imtegration of the BRTS, conven-
tional railway and the upcoming
bullet train, The Ahmedabad
miaster plan has already defined
theareaas a TOD zone and work
is going on o ensure increased
walkability..”

On the other hand. HT
reported in July 2024 how a
greenfiekd TOD project in Delhi's
Karkardooma planned a decade
ago is yet (o see completion.

The India Infrastructure
Report 2023 co-authored by
NIUA had noted that even the
few TOD projects taken up
under the Sman Cities Mission
were inadequate and were not
driven by the objective need to
house and move people.

India currently has the third
largest metro network in the
world with only the US and
China having more length of
metro networks.

Delhi's Chandni Chowk was
retrofitted with some local arcas
planned to make the anea more
pedestrian-friendly. In Mumbai,
there has been a lot of redevelop-
ment going on in the recent
years where old structures arc
gettl nlf; rebullt in bulk with
active frontages, the official said,
said but without a holistic plan-
ning framework.

In Bengaluru, the directorate
of urban land transport had
planned a pilot of TOD at six
Metrostations but it did not take
ol due to burcaucratic hurdles,
Simikarly, in Mumbal, the TOD
policy along the metro lines 2A
and 7 remains unimolemented,

Tree felling: All authorities found acting in violation of law

kContinued from PL

Supreme Court on the proce-
dure followed for cutting of
trees, all authorities, including the
CM and the LG, were found acting in
viclation of law. The DDA vice-chair-
min, after being issted contempt no-
tice, had on oath admitted the mistake
of illegal fellingof 174 trees on non-for-
est land and 468 trees on forest land.
Senior advocates Vikas Singh and
Maninder Singh, appearing for DDA,

j gperthe record placed before the

said the wrong was commitied by
DDA officials out of Igmorance and
they were not aware of the need to
seck the court's permission amd also
emphasised that the project of setting
upof Central Armed Police Forces In-
stitute of Medical Sciences (CAP-
FIM3) was of national importance for
which widening of road was done,
They told the court that all permis-
sions except SC's approval was taken
by theauthority

Though a bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh said igno-

rancecould not beaground of defence
for the wrongful act, it however, asked
them to suggesta wiy out after taking
note that the authority had aceepted
its mistake, Vikas Singh said the DDA
would plant 70,000 trees for which the
agency had identified an area.

Senior advocate Gopal Sankarana-
rayanan and lawyer Manan Verma, ap-
pearing for the petitioner who had
brought DDAs illegal act to the court's
notice, said it was not a single act of
contempt but there were multiple such
actsand responsibility had to be fixed.

They also said an alternative route
cottld have been taken to construct a
road to the hespital which passed
through private properties and farm-
houses but the authority preferred to
damage the green cover, a fact which
was pointed out by a three-member ox-
pertcommitteeappointed by thecourt.
Advocate Guru Krishna Kumar, who
is mssisting the cowrt as amicus, said
there were glaring violations by DDA
which thecowrt should take note of.
The bench reserved its order after
hearing both sides,
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SC RESERVES ITS
ORDER IN RIDGE
TREE FELLING

CONTEMPT CASE

Abraham Thomas

letters & hind ustantimes. Com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday reserved orderson a
comlempt petition filed against
the Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA) vice chairman over the
illegal felling of trees in the
Ridge near Chhatarpur without
obtaining permission from the
top court.

The court was hearing a con-
tempt petition filed by Delhi resi-
dent Bindu Kapurea, objecting to
the massive felling of trees in the
Satbari area in the southern
Ridge for the construction a
10km road from Chattarpur to
SAARC University and other
establishments at Maidan Garhi
and Satbari arcas. The petition
pointed out that the work was
undertaken without permission
of the court as required by the
judgment in the MC Mehta case
of May 1996 — that protects the
Ridge against encroachments —
and named the DDA vice chair-
man as contemnor,

A bench headed by justice
Surya Kant indicated that while
DDA has admittedly violated the
mandate laid down by the top
court, a “fresh look™ must be
given as the authority has sought
1o justify the tree felling.

In May, Kapurea through her
lawyers senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan and advocate
Manan Verma, pointed out how
DDA misled theSupreme Court
by not informing it that even
before its application seeking
permission to fell trees could be
heard, the trees had already been
felled. The court took a strict
view of the matter and soughtan
explanation from DDA offictals,
the Dethi government, and
finally licutenant governor VK
Saxena in his capacity as DDA
chairman.

However, DDA, which
acoepied its mistake, on Tuesday
told the bench to purge the con-
tempt as the authority intends to
plant 70,000 saplings in allo-
cated areas in Delhi across 175
acres as compensation for the
ecological loss. Senjor advocate
Vikas Singh appearing for DDA
said that the road expansion was
vital for the running of the Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences (CAP-
FIMS) hospital, meant for treat-

ing paramilitary force personnel.
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Ridge encroachment: NGT
imposes cost of Ik each on
Delhi govt and four agencies

Times News NETwoRrk

New Delhi: National Green Tribu-
nal has imposed a cost of Rs 5,000
each on Delhi govt, the forest de-
partment, Municipal Corporation
of Delhi and two other agencies
for not submitting their responses
despite being given three-and-a-
half moenths ina matter related to
the removal of encroachment in
the Ridgearea.

An executive application was fi-
led in NGT by aresident, Pavit Singh,
inSept last vear, alleging that the pre-
vious order of the tribunal from Jan

THE TRIBUNAL SAYS

We find it very strange that
authorities, despite having
such a long time, could not
find it convenient to
respond to the tribunal,
that too, in an execution
application where the order
was passed almost four
years ago, i.e., Jan 15, 2021

-
2021 on the protection of Ridges was
not complied with effectively:

The application claimed that
fresh construction wascomingupin
the ridge with all facilitics like elec-
tricity and water connections,
which were being provided to the en-
croachers, showing continuous furt-
her violations instead of complian-
cewith the order of the tribunal.

NGT in Sept sought details

from Delhi govt through its chief
secretary, along with other concer-
ned departments, over the status
of encroachments in the Ridge are-
as and directed them to share a de-
tailed report on how much area
was notified under section 20 of
the Indian Forest Act.

Criticising the authorities for
not sharing the information even
after granting enough time, the
bench headed by judicial member
Sudhir Agarwal and expert mem-
ber A Senthil Vel said the advoca-
tes who appeared on behalf of re-
spondents could not explain why
noresponse wasfiled. Of the sixre-
spondents in the matter, NGT ad-
ded that only a report was received
from the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (South).

In an order dated Jan 17, the
bench said: “The matter has come
up today (Jan 17) after more than
3.5 months, vet the respondents ha-
ve not submitted their replies. We
find it very strange that authoriti-
es, despite having sucha long time,
could not find it convenient to re-
spond to the tribunal, that too, in
an execution application where
the order was passed almost four
vearsago, L.e, Jan 15, 2021."

NGT will hear the matter on Feb
13. “In the circumstances, as a last
opportunity, we grant three weeks’
further time to submit a response
subject to payment of a cost of Rs
5,000 by each of thefiverespondents,
which shall be deposited before the
next date with the registrar general
of tribunal,” the tribunal said.
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Saving trees is
also a project in
public interest,
HC tells NHAI

Timis News Netwoek

New Delhi: Saving trees is al-
50 & project in public interest
as they are not a dispensable
ecommodity, Delhi High Court
said on Friday, doubting the
feasibility of cutting trees for
widening a clogged stretch on
a highway connecting south
Delhitothe airport.

“Why ean't you make an
underpass at the place so that
irees can be saved? Why can't
we treat trees as public inter-
est rather than just cut them
for road expansion? These are
notdispenzable, please under-
stand,” Justice Jasmeet Singh
sald, while dealing witha plea
by the National Highway Aut-
horityof India (NHAT),

When the counsel for the
authority pointed out that the
project was meant to decong-
est the stretch and facilitate
smootheraccessto Delhi'sair
poris, the court wondered if
cutting trees for it was worth
it. “We have all been stuck in
traffic to the airport, someti-
mes one doesn't know how
long it may take,” the court sa.
id, but underlined that alter-
natives must be explored,

It posted the plea foradeta-
lled hearing, saving that it
wis notconvineed that the tre.
esmust befelled.

NHAI had told the high co-
urt that it had permission
from the city’s forest depart-
ment for felling/transplan-
ting 78 trees for the widening
of NH-8near the Subroto Park
AirForee Station,

[t sought the court's nod to
go ahead after the court Inst
year said it would review all
permissions granted o cut
trees. The NHAL said that in
June last year that the forest
department allowed it trans-
plant 87 trees and fell 1L

“It iz stated that the Natio-
nal Highway-8 is among the
busiest national highways
originating at Subroto Park,
Western  Air  Command,
and connects Delhl to its ne-
ighbouring city of Gurgaon
apart from providing connec-
tivity 1o the airport,” the
application said.

“The Dhaula Kuan ares ex-
periences a high volume of
traffic round the clock as NH-8
is the main road being used by
commuters travelling from
Gurgaon, Dwarka, airport ete.
to paris of central Dethi”
NHAlsaid.

“Even a small blockage...
leads to piling up of traffe,”
the application said in its jus.
tifteation toeut trees.
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SC says need to see gravity of contempt on

tree felling in Delhi Ridge, reserv

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 21

THE SUPREME Court onTuesday
said it needed to see the gravity
of contempt after a plea alleged
tree felling in the Delhi Ridge
areaforwidening of aroadinvi-
olation of its orders.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh re-
served its verdict on the con-
tempt plea filed by one Bindu
Kapurea, who alleged trees were
felled despite top court's March
4, 2024 order denying permis-
sion to the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA). He said thefact
of tree felling was suppressed
from the court.

“We need to see the gravity
of contempt in this matter.
Whether the trees were felled

&The Indian EXPRESS

for widening of road to the hos-
pital, meant for paramilitary
jawans, whoserve inremote ar-
eas like in jungles or in Leh,
where there are mimimal med-
ical facilities. Or, were the trees
felled o widen the road for the
benefitof affluent personsofthe
area,” said the bench,

It added the court needed to
take a fresh look of the entire
matter and wouldn't be swayed
by previous orders passed bydif-
ferent benches of the 5SC on the
issue "We need to take aninde-

The Ridge
areain
Delhi. Fite

pendent approach on this issue.
So,thatweare not swayed by the
earlier orders of the court orthe
view taken by the court. We
would liketo formour own view
and finish off this matter,” the
bench said.

Senior advocate Vikash
Singh, appearing for the Delhi
Lieutenant Governor, said he had
filed an affidavit and was not
aware of court’s embargo ontree
felling inthearea. He added that
irrespective of what had hap-
pened, the authorities would

Wed, 22 January 2025
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/T76663901

es verdict

plant around 70,000 saplings to
purge the contempt instead of
the mandated 5,340 saplings.

Senior advocate Maninder
Singh, appearing forthe DDA
vice-chairman, had said there
was a 7.5-feet wide road but it
was supposed W be widened Lo
15 feet to enable wehicles ferry-
ing soldiers a hassle-free entry
into the hospital.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, appearing
for Kapurea, said the contempt
was not as simple as being pro-
jected and there wasa deliber-
ate violation of court orders
apart from the suppression of
crucial information about trees
already being felled when the
DDA sought court's permission

The bench said it would ex-
amine all the aspects and pass

Excess trees pruned
by MCD: Forest dept

Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Delhi's forest and
wildlife department has
informed the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) that the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
carried out “excessive” pruning
of trees in parts of Paschim
Vihar.

MCD, however, has denied
any wrongdoing, stating that it
pruned the trees on the request
of the local RWA only after it
received permission from the
forest department.

NGT is hearing a plea in
which Paschim Vihar resident
Khyati Anand alleged illegal lop-
ping and pruning of more than
250 trees in various blocks in
February and March 2024,

Responding to the petition,
the forest department in an affi-
davit stated that though MCD
received the nod to prune trees, a
number of trees were pruned far

MCD: Proposal
ready towork on

areaoutside AlIMS
NEW DELHI: MCD on
Tuesday informed the
NGT it has prepared a
proposal to improve the
area around a dhalao
outside All India Insti-
tute of Medical Science
(ALIMS), stating that the
waste-handling facility
cannot be shut or relo-
cated as it handles 12-14
metric tonne (MT) of
wasle. HTC

beyond the permission given.
The forest department, in its
report dated January 13, said it
has now asked the civic body to
plant 1,000 native saplings in the
area during the upcoming plan-
tation season as compensatory
afforestation.

The forest department said it
conducted a hearing with MCD’s
horticulture team from the area
on November 27, 2024, during
which it found the civic body
guilty of violations, The depart-
ment, in its report, stated that
this is a violation of the Delhi
Preservation of Trees Act, 1994,

In response, MCD denied any
wrongdoing. In a submission
dated January 14, the civic body
said it carried out pruning on the
request of the local RWA, only
after it received the forest
department’s permission.

“After the award of the said
work order... the contractor has
carried out the pruning work of
trees as per the terms and condi-
tions of the work order and also
as per the permissions granted
by the forest department, where
in only light pruning was carried
out (35 em/45 em girth),” MCD
said, adding that the goal was to
only allow proper sunlight to
reach the surface,

the order on the issue,

January 2025
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Ridge felling: DDA admits
to committing contempt in

SC, seeks to plant 70k trees

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA)on Tu-
esday admitted before the Su-
preme Court that it had com-
mitted contempt by allowing
felling of over 600 trees in the
Ridge area in south Delhi to
broadenarcadleadingtoaho-
spital and promised to plant
T0,000 trees over 185 acres in
the city to get the proceedings
against it closed. However, the
petitioner objected to the plea
and said responsibility must
be fixed for the wrong, leading
the court to say a pragmatic
approach had to be taken.
Contempt proceedings we-
re initiated against the DDA
vice-chairman last vear for
violating the court’s order by
allowing cutting of trees wit-
hout its approval. Though the
agency claimed that around

> Alleging that Centre is
‘deliberately” not filing its
reply on a batch of petitions
challenging validity of places
of worship Act, Shahi Masjid
Eidgah of Mathura panel
urges SC to close govt's right
to file reply so that hearing
could proceed | P 19
> Delhi HC says it won't
submissions

‘endlessly’ hear

in bail hearing of Umar
Khalid, Sharjeel Imam and
others in 20 riots case | P 12
» Delhi court acquits a
man accused of smuggling
foreign currency worth

Z3L of terror charges
under UAPA | P 10

600 trees were chopped illegal-
Iy, the Forest Survey of India
gave the figure of 1,600 trees,

»Authorities acted..., P 10

January 2025

Tree Replant Notice
Sent To Forest Dept

26 Trees To Be Removed For SC’s Expansion

Tinaes News Nemwori

New Delhi: Delhi High Co-
urt issued a notice to the fo-
rest department on an app-
lication seeking permis-
sion for- the transplantation
of 26 trees for the expansion
project of the Supreme Co-
urt premises,

A single-judge bench of
Austice Jasmeet Singh issued
the nodiee tothe Delhl govt die-
partment on Jan 24 on the
application moved by Central
Public Works Department’s
Supreme Court Project Divi-
ston-l. The bench also asked
the amicus curlae tofllea sta-
s report and listed the mat-
tor for hearing on Jan 31

The intervention applica-
tion was moved with the aut-
horisation of the Supreme
Court in a petition pending
before the high court, stating
that theplantation of over 260
trees would be done as com-
pensation for the transplan-
tation of 26 trees.The trees
are to be removed for the ex-
ecution of the project to crea-
e additional courtrooms, in-
cluding a constitutional co-
urt, chambers for judges, and
other facilities:

The application
stated that during the

on the SC premises.
To minimise the en-
vironmental impact,
the number was bro-
ught down from 61 to
47, and then to 26

The application  stated
that during the marking of
the layout plan, it was found

that approximately 61 trees
needed (o be folled within the
building and excavation H-
nes of the proposed 2.3.a0re
expansionarea. Tominimise
the environmental lmpact,
the number was brought
down from 61 to 47, and then

LR

The application pointed
out that special efforts were
muzde to save a significant old
banyan tree with a girth of
&75cm. To retain it, the base-
ment layout, ramp placement
and internal roaddesign were
altered, said the application.

“Needless  to mention
that inviewof the26treesso-
ught to be transplanted,
compensatory plantation of
260+ trees hasalso been plan-
ned in the vicinity of Supre-
me Court of India, with a fo-
cus on the plantation of ne-
oim, jarmun, peepal and ajun
trees, with at least d-metre
space between each other
and at least 10 feet in helight,”
the application stated.

In Ot 2024, Supreme Co-
urt began the construction
of itsbuilding, which willfe-
ature a constititlonal cour
troom and many state-of-
the-art conrtrooms.

[ . O
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The Delhi High Court has directed all the
Deputy Conservator of Forests (DCFs) to
ensure that no pruning of trees is
undertaken till the Department of Forest
and Wildlife has guidelines or SOP to
ensure that the exercise is done and

monitored in accordance with the
provisions of Delhi Preservation of Trees
Act.Justice Jasmeet Singh said that in

case pruning is to be undertaken, the
Department...
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Here are some hot nature gossip tweets from our @NDN_HQ page in January.
Dive into these juicy stories by clicking the links and get ready to be wowed!

Follow our Twitter page for your daily dose of nature and conservation buzz!

lllegal mining in the Aravalli range is jeopardizing a crucial barrier against.....

Click to View

At least 33 #elephants are being transported from #ArunachalPradesh to....
Click to View

Here are some common symptoms of carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning...

Click to View

“Cutting trees is as routine as buying stamps at the post office."....

Click to View

Why are we spending ¥4700cr to concretize Pune's green heritage..
Click to View

Top of planet earth, Mount Everest from a commercial plane..

Click to View

Waterlogging isn't just about clogged drains, it's a result of poor..
Click to View

Delhi just recorded its most polluted day of January 2025.....
Click to View

In Delhi, hammering nails into trees violates High Court directive...

Click to View



https://x.com/hashtag/elephants?src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/hashtag/ArunachalPradesh?src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/arunachaltimes_/status/1881006855700541672
https://x.com/arunachaltimes_/status/1881006855700541672
https://x.com/leenadhankhar/status/1880864653267644630
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1882653554994778382
https://x.com/NDNS_HQ/status/1882653554994778382
https://x.com/PuneRivers/status/1885359889146413399
https://x.com/PuneRivers/status/1885359889146413399
https://x.com/MAstronomers/status/1885523900143899068
https://x.com/MAstronomers/status/1885523900143899068
https://x.com/DelhiTreesSOS/status/1882964024964600233
https://x.com/DelhiTreesSOS/status/1882964024964600233
https://x.com/AQI_India/status/1884477035034337520
https://x.com/AQI_India/status/1884477035034337520
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1885644156774596869
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1885644156774596869
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1883870110387175727
https://x.com/Warriormomsin/status/1883870110387175727
https://twitter.com/NDNS_HQ
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Upcoming Events

Tilpath Valley Nature Walk

Mature Walk- Aravali, Vasant Kunj
Price: ¥350.00

Mature Walk- Aravali, Gurugram
Price: 1350.00

[E NDNS NDNS

Price: 1350.00
[E NDMS NDNS

[E NDNS NDNS
@ Location: Tilpath Valley Biodiversity Park @ Location: Aravali Biodiversity Park Vasant
New Delhi

Kuni New Delhi

Q Location: Aravali Biodiversity Park, Gurugram
B 09/02/2025 8:00 am - 10:00 am

= 273 : - 1K
BB 15/02/2025 &00 am - 10:00 am ATy 02T RO~ 1Ay

Rajghat, Shanti Van, and Shakti Sthal
Nature Walk

Jahanpanah City Forest Nature Walk

Price: 2350.00 A ke

[E] NDMNS NDNS
[E noms NDINS =

y Q Locatior: Jahanpanah City Forest, New Delhi
@ Location: Rajghat Parking, New Delhi

BB 25/65/2005 . 500 am ~ 1000 am & 23/02/2025 8:00 am - 10:00 am

Hurry! limited seats available!

Tickets }



https://www.ndns.in/events-list/
https://www.ndns.in/events-list/
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Volunteer Or Intern At NDNS

Join NDNS in our mission to conserve nature

and make a positive impact on our planet! We
are looking for dedicated individuals to
volunteer or intern with us. Whether you're
passionate about saving trees, spreading
awareness through social media, editing
impactful videos, organizing workshops,
contribute your skills in your free time as a
volunteer or commit to a two-month infernship,
there are many ways to get involved. Click the
button if you're interested in joining us.
Together, we can make a difference!

L o)

January 2025

JOIN OUR TEAM

New Delhi Nature Society

is offering paid internships!

s, LS
S
—~
e
.
/-.—-,__
R

<

4

Details ———

1] NACUTH LG

Internship Form

L— 1

Volunteer Form

S

SSYHO LITMNE

DNIOIYHE HIHARNEN

40 3dISNI

Donate a book to the NDNS library

We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude
to all the amazing individuals who have donated
nature-related books towards the
#newdelhinaturesociety library. Your generosity
will help us in building a comprehensive library
that will be a valuable resource for nature
enthusiasts and students alike. If you too would
like to contribute to our library, we welcome book
donations and encourage you to get in touch with
us for more information. You can visit our website
at [www.ndns.in to learn more about our

organization and our various initiatives.


https://www.instagram.com/p/Caz9ZwCPsLN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
http://www.ndns.in/
https://www.ndns.in/volunteer-form/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOhiLLyEFjen5EnI8OS8HRUrzLjzlgu8GiyNgoIoV-npQPPQ/viewform
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De-Choke Trees

The Hon'ble National Green Tribunal in
its order dated 23rd April 2013 has

directed all Public Authorities to ensure

that all the sign boards, names,
advertisements, any kind of boards or
signage's, electric wires and high tension
cables or otherwise are removed from

the trees.

They shall also ensure that the concrete
surrounding the trees within one meter
of the trees are removed and all the
trees are looked after well and due
precaution is taken in future so that no
concrete or construction or repairing
work is done at least within one meter

radius of the trunk of trees.

NAILS, WIRES (10,000 RS. FINE)

NGT ORDER FOR DE-CHOKING TREES
DELHI PRESERVATION OF TREES ACT

SIGN UP! ]

To receive regular updates

from NDNS.

January 2025

SOS NUMBERS
(TREES AND ANIMALS)

« NDNS - 9711115666

« Wildlife Rescue - 9810129698,
9810639698

o People For Animals - O
23719293 / 9294.

« For Cows - Dhyan Foundation -
9999099423

ATREEIS BEING CUT?

-Click pictures

-Tell them to stop immediately

-Ask them to show the Forest
Department permission.

-No permission, then Call 100 and
wait till help arrives.

-Report the matter on the Green
Helpline 011-23378513

-Write a letter to the Forest
Department

-If they do have permission, then
take the supervisor's details who
must be present there and contact
the Forest Department .

FOREST DEPT. EMAILS

CLICK HERE! ]

Access to previous
Newsletters


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y_jVQjUK_EGlZMCe0qFRybou71kgOiZc/view
http://www.compassionateliving.in/DelhiPreservationofTreesAct.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QBS1tELkSgwOouFq55z9AdRMJNVtjJ5O/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDe8o3CuWjhkVzdmzapXmdWOn6hzZLYD2qYtAdO-93ZJK5eg/viewform
https://www.ndns.in/newsletters/
https://www.ndns.in/newsletters/
https://forest.delhi.gov.in/forest/contact-us

